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The  Fire  Hydrant  That  Could:  Many  Noe  Valleyans  will  be  up  at  the  crack  of  dawn  on 
Tuesday,  April  18,  to  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  1906  Earthquake  by  painting 
the  fireplug  that  helped  save  the  neighborhood  from  destruction.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Big  One — 
Remembered 

Church  Street  Hydrant  to 
Be  Painted  Extra-Gold  on 
Quake  Centennial 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

One  hundred  years  ago  this  month,  the 
Great  Earthquake  and  Fire  of  1906 
devastated  the  city,  leaving  some  3,000 
dead  and  tens  of  thousands  homeless. 

To  commemorate  the  disaster,  the  San 
Francisco  Fire  Department  (SFFD),  San 
Francisco  Historical  Society,  Noe  Valley 
Neighborhood  Emergency  Response 
Team  (NERT).  and  other  local  groups  are 
planning  events  ranging  from  historical 
exhibits  to  a  ballet  premiere  to  an  emer¬ 
gency  preparedness  drill. 

“At  the  time,  it  was  the  greatest  cata¬ 
strophe  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States,"  says  SFFD  Capt.  James  Lee. 
“This  commemoration  will  show  how  the 
city  picked  itself  up  and  rebuilt  itself.” 

One  of  the  big  events  will  take  place 
on  the  outskirts  of  Noe  Valley  near  Do¬ 
lores  Park.  As  they  do  every  April  1 8,  res¬ 
idents  and  SFFD  members  will  gather  at 
7  a.m.  to  repaint  the  golden  Fire  hydrant 
at  Church  and  20th  streets.  After  the  1906 
quake,  this  hydrant  still  had  water  and  is 
credited  with  saving  Noe  Valley  and  the 
Mission  from  the  advancing  conflagration. 
San  Francisco  Fire  Chief  Joanne  Hayes- 
White  will  start  the  painting.  Then  every¬ 
one  else  will  have  a  chance  to  join  in. 

Another  early-morning  ritual  on  April 
1 8  is  the  annual  gathering  at  Lotta’s  Foun¬ 
tain  at  4:30  a.m. — the  quake  struck  at 

Putting  Jesse  Back 
On  His  Bench 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Remember  the  slight  man  with  a  huge 
presence  who  once  sat  smiling  from 
his  habitual  perch  between  Le  Zinc  and 
the  small  public  parking  lot  on  24th 
Street?  Since  his  death  last  fall,  Noe  Val¬ 
leyans  have  missed  the  beret-capped  man 
who  inspired  people  with  his  kindness 
and  strength  of  spirit.  One  local  artist  has 
a  plan  to  bring  him  back. 

When  Jesse  Zele  died  from  complica¬ 
tions  of  lung  cancer  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  on  Sept.  7,  2005,  friends  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  residents  showered  the  24th 
Street  bench  he’d  occupied  nearly  every 
day  for  two  decades  with  cards,  flowers, 
and  remembrances.  Carole  Warner,  68,  a 
local  artist  living  in  Glen  Park,  saw  the 
memorial  soon  after  Zele’s  death  and  was 
immediately  inspired. 

“When  1  read  all  the  things  that  every¬ 
body  left  at  the  memorial,  it  was  such  a 
widespread  loss,  and  it  was  so  sincere.  It 
was  not  like  he  was  a  publicly  recognized 
figure.  He  was  just  an  individual  who  af¬ 
fected  people  on  a  very  basic  level,” 
Warner  says. 

Zele,  who  was  born  in  Los  Angeles  in 
1 946,  was  perhaps  best  known  around  the 
neighborhood  for  his  remarkable  ability 


5:12  a.m. — on  Market  Street  near  Third 
and  Kearny.  In  the  days  following  the  dis¬ 
aster,  the  fountain  became  an  impromptu 
gathering  place  for  residents  seeking 
news  of  friends  and  loved  ones.  This 
year’s  event  promises  to  be  bigger  than 
ever,  with  appearances  by  celebrities, 
politicians,  and  throngs  of  old  and  young 
San  Franciscans.  Organizers  predict  the 
crowd  may  exceed  20,000. 

For  event  producer  Taren  Sapienza,  the 
ceremony  will  remain  a  somber  occasion. 
“The  moment  of  silence,  the  laying  of  the 
wreath,  the  fire  sirens — they've  been  do¬ 
ing  that  ever  since  I  can  remember,”  says 
Sapienza,  whose  father  was  a  longtime 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  14 


Artist  Carole  Warner  has  made  a  sculpture 
in  memory  of  Jesse  Zele,  the  man  who 
used  to  sit  on  the  brick  bench  near  Le  Zinc 
Bistro  on  24th  Street.  Her  clay  “maquette” 
(above)  shows  what  a  life-size  statue  might 
look  like,  were  it  placed  there  someday. 

to  remain  positive  and  his  unflagging  in¬ 
terest  in  others’  well-being,  despite  the 
trials  and  hardships  life  dealt  him.  Zele 
began  life  with  a  curvature  of  the  spine 
that  grew  worse  over  the  course  of  his 
life.  His  mobility  was  further  hampered 
by  a  motorcycle-accident  foot  injury.  He 
was  known  to  occupy  free  rooms  offered 
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1906  in  Noe: 

An  Eyewitness 
Account  of  the 
Great  Quake  &  Fire 

From  the  Pages  of  the  1931 
Twin  Peaks  Sentinel 

By  Melinda  Breitmeyer 

In  1931,  the  Twin  Peaks  Sentinel ,  a  crisp 
little  community  newspaper  not  unlike 
the  Voice,  ran  a  serial  telling  what  it  was 
like  to  survive  the  1906  Earthquake  and 
Fire,  in  Noe  Valley.  The  four-part  story, 
which  commemorated  the  disaster’s  25th 
anniversary,  was  written  by  Frances  Gib¬ 
son,  who  in  1906  was  19  years  old. 

After  the  quake  struck,  Gibson  grabbed 
her  camera,  hit  the  streets,  and  made  like 
a  reporter,  as  the  following  excerpts  from 
her  piece  in  the  Sentinel  show.  Let’s  hope 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  staff  would  do  the 
same  in  a  future  calamity. 

But  in  1906,  Noe  Valley  was  not  the 
crowded  urban  village  it  is  today.  There 
were  quite  a  few  vacant  lots  scattered 
about.  In  addition  to  stores  on  24th  Street, 
there  were  produce  markets,  bakeries, 
and  butchers  on  almost  every  block,  usu¬ 
ally  on  the  bottom  floor  of  comer  Victo¬ 
rians.  Many  of  the  roads  were  unpaved. 
Sidewalks  were  slatted  boards.  An  auto¬ 
mobile  was  a  rare  sight,  and  horses  clip- 
clopped  up  and  down  the  hills  separating 
Noe  and  Eureka  valleys. 

The  view  up  to  Twin  Peaks  was  of  bare 
slopes  dotted  with  cows  instead  of  apart- 
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The  ‘Greenest’ 
House  in 
Noe  Valley 

Builders  Design  a  Home  the 
Lorax  Would  Love 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Upon  first  inspection,  the  newly-built 
house  on  Clipper  Street  has  more 
than  enough  amenities  to  make  you  drool. 
There’s  a  gourmet  kitchen,  a  half-dozen 
skylights,  floor-to-ceiling  windows, 
richly-stained  hardwood  floors,  even  a 
get-away  wine  cellar  and  sipping  room. 

But  this  three-story  residence  is  not 
merely  luxurious.  It’s  also,  according  to 
its  creators,  the  “greenest”  house  in  Noe 
Valley,  and  maybe  even  in  San  Francisco. 

Instead  of  cedar  or  redwood,  the  exte¬ 
rior  siding  is  made  from  concrete  and  a 
junky  coal  residue,  the  kind  that  normally 
ends  up  in  a  landfill.  The  hardwood  floors 
are  century-old  reclaimed  railroad  ties 
from  Southeast  Asia.  The  house  is  insu¬ 
lated  with  recycled  blue  denim,  rather 
than  problematic  fiberglass.  And  the 
building  uses  solar  energy  for  heat  and 
power. 

Throughout  the  home,  the  designers 
have  utilized  salvaged  materials  and 
wood  products  that  are  environmentally 
friendly.  But  the  piece  de  resistance  is  a 
water  system — the  first  ever  approved  by 
the  city — that  collects  rainwater  from  the 
roof  and  uses  it  to  flush  toilets,  clean  laun¬ 
dry,  and  wash  the  car. 

Three  friends  passionate  about  sus¬ 
taining  the  environment  built  the  con- 
temporary-style  home,  which  sits  on  a 
narrow  lot  at  520  Clipper  Street  near  Di¬ 
amond  Street.  The  trio  includes  21st 
Street  resident  Mike  Kerwin,  40,  a  former 
engineer  and  owner  of  a  design  firm  dur¬ 
ing  the  dot-com  boom;  Eureka  Street  lo¬ 
cal  Pat  Loughran,  46,  who  grew  up  in  Noe 
Valley  and  worked  as  a  technology  sales 
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This  shiny  new  home  on  Clipper  Street, 
built  by  three  contractors  with  roots  in 
Noe  Valley,  is  loaded  with  environmentally- 
friendly  features. 

Photo  courtesy  of  LORAX  Development 
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Up  in  Noe  Valley.  Your  toddler  asks  to  be  carried,  the  dog  starts  barking,  your  groceries  increase  in  weight,  and  you  left  your  cell  phone  on  the  hood  at  that  parking 
space  two  blocks  away.  But  you’re  one  of  the  lucky  ones. You  live  here,  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  neighborhoods  in  the  world. The  sun  is  shining  and  you’re  only  a  short 
climb  away  from  home.  photo  bY  Hajibjoe  Hakim 


NOW  OPEN 


NOE 

VALLEY 

SALON 


HAIRCUTS 
COLOR 
MASSAGE 
FACIALS 
WAXI  NG 


Friendly  Relaxing  atmosphere  Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Newly  Remodeled  Walk-ins  Welcome 


We  use  Environmentally  Friendly 
and  Organic  products 

Highly  Experienced  and  Educated  staff 


415.824.2070 
810  Diamond  St. 


Carla  Marino  &  Nicole  Tomoda-Adams 

Owners  at  24th  Street 
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EVEN  IF  YOU  LOSE  YOUR  JOB, 

YOU  STILL  HAVE 

OPTIONS 


Few  things  are  as  stressful  as  worrying  about  work. 
Because  it’s  easy  to  feel  like  things  are  out  of  your  control, 
it’s  essential  to  consider  any  financial  decision  carefully. 
Especially  when  it  conies  to  your  retirement  savings. 

Edward  Jones  can  help.  We’ll  start  by  sorting  through 
the  options  regarding  your  employer’s  retirement  savings 
plan.  Then  we’ll  work  with  you  to  develop  a  strategy  that 
can  meet  your  investment  needs,  helping  to  make  sure 
that  a  bump  in  the  road  doesn’t  upset  everything  you’ve 
worked  for. 

To  learn  why  it  makes  sense  to  roll  over  your  retirement 
accounts  to  Edward  Jones,  call  today. 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877.282.7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 
www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 

Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS  Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative  Investment  Representative 

Edwardjones 


4  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  April  2006 


PACIFIC  UNION  IS  THE  REAL  ESTATE  COMPANY 

that  makes  a  Difference... 


♦  Houses  listed  by  Pacific  Union  in  2005  received  the  highest  average  sale  price 
among  the  top  five  real  estate  companies  in  Noe  Valley. 

♦  Pacific  Union  represented  more  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  sale  of  single  family  homes 
in  Noe  Valley  in  2005  than  any  other  real  estate  company. 

♦  Pacific  Union's  Community  Fund  has  donated  over  $400,000  to  non-profit  organizations 
throughout  San  Francisco. 


$1,295,000  Noe  Valley  Fab  view 
home  3BR/2BA,  master  suite, 
remodeled  kitchen  w/granite 
counters,  decks,  garden,  I  -car  gar 
Susan  Ring  www  susanring.com 


$795,000  Eureka  Valley  Top  fir  of 
2  BR  condo  Remodeled  eat-in  kit 
w/limestone  counters,  hardwood 
floors,  bay  windows,  deck,  garden, 
1  -car  park.  Susan  Ring 
www  susanring  com 


$1,745,000  Buena  Vista  Park 
3  bedroom,  3  bath  home.  Remodeled 
kitchen  and  baths.  Landscaped 
terraced  garden  Dennis  Otto 
www.dennisotto.net 


$1,295,000.  Noe  Valley/Glen  Park. 
Remodeled  4  BR/4  BA  Victorian. 
Lrg  eat-in  kitchen,  formal  living  & 
dining  rooms  w/built-ins.  Decks 
off  kitchen  &  bedroom  Peter  Cho- 
vanes  www.peterchovanes.com 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 
FREETtRQLLER  VALET 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A  M.  /  10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A  M.  / 11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 
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Apartment  Homes 


(Wo  on  ^/ou,  (''Will  cdWind 

^eace 


<$f  W* 


vcrna,  wt 


ilit 


•  Studio,  1  bedroom  &  2  bedroom  •  Spa  with  a  view 


Property  Consultants 


•  Corporate  housing  available  •  Small  pets  welcome 
•  15  minutes  to  downtown  S.F.  •  Great  access  to 
freeway  and  BART*  Beach  access  •  Fabulous  ocean 
views  •  Underground  gated  parking*  Personal  washer  & 
dryers*  •  24  hr.  fitness  center 

*ln  select  units 

Under  Sieve  (Ownership!! 

Toll  free  866-834-7032 
Local  650-472-1044 
landsendapartments@fftrinity.com 

Office  Hours:  Mon-Sai  9-6,  Sun  12-6 

1 00  Esplanade  Avenue 
Pacifica,  CA  94044 


DIRECTIONS:  From  Hwy  280, 
take  Highway  1  towards  Pacifica. 
Exit  Manor/  Palmetto  Ave.  and  go 
right  on  Palmetto.  Take  your  next 
left  on  Esplanade  Ave. 
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Palmetto  Aw 
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MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


expanded  meat 
department 
exclusively 
•  featuring  Niman 
Ranch  Meats 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
i  www.biritemarket.com  j 


H°noredas 
°ne  of  the  Top  77 

reasons  to  HVein 

on  Francisco  by 
7X7  Magazine 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


ACKERMANREALTYGROUP 


chieve  a  Better  Lifestyle 


www.ackermanrealty.com 


Craig  Ackerman 

Broker,  Realtor®,  MBA 

Experience 

Knowledge 

Integrity 

415-989-8884 


■ 


The  Urban  Nest 

3927  24th  Street 

Between  Sanchez  and  Noe 

(415)  341-0116 


Home 


Gift 


Garden^ 

*7 
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Coast-to-Coast  American  Cuisine 


_  e:  .V  »■■  <■.  -a 

A  Noe  Valley  Tradition 
Delicious  Sat-Sun  Brunches 
Cozy  Dinners  Wed-Sun  Night 
PRIVATE  BOOTHS  .  PATIO  TABLES 

Call  415.641.7773 

WWW.KOOKEZ.COM 

4 1 23  -24th  Street 
Between  Castro  &  Diamond 


Special  Brunch  Treats  .  Unicue  Entrees  a  Sauces  .  Kookez  Delights  Desserts  .  Takeout  .  Urge  Groups 


COMPUTER  &  LEGO® 
Summer  Camps 


Half  &  All-Day  Options  •  Ages  6-16 

Many  Bay  Area  locations  including 
Fairmount  School  (Noe  Valley/Glen  Park) 
Mission  Bay  Church  (Potrero  Hill) 

Make  LEGO®  Robots, 
Create  Computer  Games, 
Design  3D  Scenes  &  More! 

Over  1 1  Years  of  Serving  the  Bay  Area! 


TechKnowHow  •  (650)  620-9300 

Camp  details  at  www.techknowhowkids.com 

LEGO  ®  is  a  trademark  of  the  LEGO  Company,  which  does  not  operate  this  camp. 


— 
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G  U  E  S 

T  HOUSE 

"EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 


Convenient  Location 

Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 
Gardens  &  Steam  Spa 

Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 


L  KSLTA 

520  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Homework  isn't  hard  when  you  have  someone  to  help. 


STEPHEN 


MOORE 

Making  even  the  hard  parts  seem  easy. 


1.415.621.4695 

r  '  stephen@stephenmoorehomes.com 


■  HDJL&CQ  1880  Lombard  Street,  San  Francisco.  C A  94123 
'  seal  estate  www.hitl-co.com 


■E  KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7,701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KralbMaid  corian® 

Cabinetry 


GRANITE  ZODIAQ" 
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Artist  Honors 
Jesse  Zele  with  a 
Bronze  Statue 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

up  by  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  is 
also  said  to  have  resided  under  the  Cesar 
Chavez  Street  bridge  on  occasion.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  was  living  on  Worth 
Street  in  Eureka  Valley. 

“He  had  tremendous  hardships,  and 
you’d  never  know  it,”  Warner  muses. 

Warner,  a  retired  legal  secretary  who 
creates  everything  from  ceramics  to  carv¬ 
ings  in  her  home  studio,  decided  a  bronze 
statue  of  Zele,  permanently  installed  on 
the  24th  Street  bench  where  once  he  sat, 
would  be  the  ideal  way  to  commemorate 
his  life  and  presence  in  Noe  Valley.  She 
floated  the  idea  at  a  memorial  service  held 
for  Zele  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  and 
soon  began  working  on  the  project. 

Because  a  full-sized  Jesse  statue  could 
cost  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  make 
and  maintain  on  public  property,  Warner 


This  bronze  version  of  artist  Carole 
Warner’s  Jesse  statue  is  12  inches  tall. 


decided  to  begin  with  a  scaled-down  pro¬ 
totype  to  raise  money  for  the  project.  Us¬ 
ing  photographs  from  friends  and  others 
she  studied  at  the  memorial,  Warner  cre¬ 
ated  a  12-inch  statue  in  clay  that  could 
later  be  used  to  render  a  version  in  bronze. 


During  the  process,  Warner  says  she  felt 
guided  by  Jesse’s  presence,  almost  as  if 
he  was  sitting  on  her  shoulder. 

“It  was  some  kind  of  supernatural  con¬ 
nection,”  she  says  with  a  soft  chuckle.  “I 
almost  couldn’t  make  a  mistake.  It  sounds 
a  little  woo-woo,  and  I’m  not  a  woo-woo 
kind  of  person.”. 

Later,  when  Warner  sent  a  photo  of  the 
clay  model  to  a  cousin  of  Zele’s  who  lives 
in  North  Carolina,  the  response  was  over¬ 
whelmingly  positive.  “She  said,  ‘I  didn’t 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  catch  the 
twinkle  in  his  eye,  but  you’ve  done  it.’” 

After  finishing  the  clay  statue,  Warner 
hired  a  foundry  to  create  a  mold  from 
which  multiple  bronze  statues  could  be 
cast.  She  picked  up  the  first  Jesse  statue 
on  March  20,  and  plans  to  have  nine  more 
made.  “If  there’s  an  interest  out  there,  I 
would  be  glad  to  issue  a  limited  edition,” 
Warner  says. 

Meanwhiles  another  of  Jesse  Zele  fans, 
Ann  Farrell,  has  offered  to  lead  the 
fundraising  effort  for  a  life-sized  statue. 

Warner  says  the  San  Francisco  Arts 
Commission  and  the  Department  of  Park¬ 
ing  and  Traffic,  the  entity  responsible  for 


the  lot  near  the  bench,  have  given  their 
preliminary  approval  for  the  project  as  a 
temporary  work  of  art,  but  a  number  of 
hurdles  remain.  Regulations  require  pub¬ 
lic  art  projects  of  this  nature  to  have  funds 
allotted  for  insurance,  as  well  as  mainte¬ 
nance  and  general  upkeep.  Further  com¬ 
plicating  matters,  an  individual  benefac¬ 
tor  or  community  group  must  officially 
adopt  the  piece  and  agree  to  supervise  the 
de-installation  and  moving  process, 
should  another  permanent  location  be¬ 
come  preferable  in  the  future. 

Warner  has  communicated  her  ideas  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profes¬ 
sionals  Association  and  the  residents 
group  Friends  of  Noe  Valley.  Now,  she 
says,  the  fate  of  the  Jesse  statue  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  who  live  and  work  in 
Noe  Valley. 

“I  did  what  I  needed  to  do  in  memory 
of  Jesse.  I  have  already  completed  my 
promise  to  myself,”  she  explains.  “If  the 
public  support  for  it  is  not  there,  then 
that’s  okay  with  me,  too.” 

For  more  information  about  the  Jesse 
statue  project,  contact  Carole  Warner  at 
415-239-8706.  ■ 


A  Cbkattvx,  Sufporttvs  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 


ANNUAL  SALE 
STARTS  SATURDAY 
MAY  13,  11A.M. 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

www.imagilcnit.coin 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


NOW  fEATUTUNC, 

A  GREAT  WINE  LIST  & 


PIZZA  BY  THE  SLICE 


FREE  WI-FI 


Ere&  slice,  of piscza,  with  any 
purchase;  of  wine  during 
the;  nconlh  of  April 
with  this  cut. 
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Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espatlol 


1  VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

ALWAYS  ON  THE  FOREFRONT 


Luis  Gervasi 


REALTOR* 


Helping  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  every  market 
Call  me  today  for  your  FREE  market  analysis 


contact: 

Luis  Gervasi 
415.255.6679 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

800  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 17 
www.vanguardsf.com 
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Harvest  Fest  Needs  Volunteers 

Editor: 

I’d  like  to  address  this  letter  to  the  res¬ 
idents  and  merchants  of  Noe  Valley.  Were 
you  one  of  over  5,000  people  who  en¬ 
joyed  the  2005  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Fes¬ 
tival,  the  first  Noe  Valley  street  fair  in 
decades?  Aren’t  you  already  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  enjoying  the  2006  Harvest  Festi¬ 
val  this  October?  Unfortunately,  there 
won’t  be  one  if  more  neighbors  and  mer¬ 
chants  don’t  step  up  to  make  it  happen. 
Our  festival  is  all-volunteer  to  keep  it 
community-based  and  less  expensive  to 
run.  Right  now,  we  have  four  volunteers. 
We  need  at  least  12.  Will  you  be  one  of 
the  eight  people  we  still  need? 

There  are  specific  ways  you  can  help. 
You  can  work  with  advertising,  graphic 
design,  the  18-and-under  logo  contest, 
press  releases,  or  promotion. 

You  could  select  entertainment,  handle 
stage  and  equipment  logistics,  organize 
activities, coordinate  entertainment  sched¬ 
uling,  or  solicit  prizes.  Two  or  three  people 
are  needed  to  select,  order,  or  coordinate 
sales  of  festival  souvenir  merchandise. 
Liaisons  to  the  city  and  neighborhood 
merchants,  and  someone  to  coordinate 
day-of  volunteers,  are  also  vital. 

Anything  sound  like  your  area  of  ex¬ 
pertise,  interest,  or  I-guess-I-better-do- 
that?  If  12  of  us  work  together,  we  can 
create  a  great  day  for  5,000  people.  If  not, 
a  Noe  Valley  street  fair  will  be  just  a 
memory — like  it  was  for  30  years.  Please 
contact  me  at  rambooks@pacbell.net  to 
be  one  of  the  Great  Eight.  Thanks. 

Richard  May 
President,  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
“The  Neighborhood  Association" 

Hospital  Helipad  Bad  for  Your 
Health 

Editor: 

San  Francisco  General  Hospital  is 
planning  a  rooftop  helipad  at  its  23rd 
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Street  and  Potrero  Avenue  campus,  which 
is  located  1 .2  miles  from  the  heart  of  Noe 
Valley.  That  is  half  the  distance  to  Pac 
Bell  Park,  which  hosted  a  Rolling  Stones 
concert  that  brought  complaints  from  as 
far  away  as  30th  and  Church  streets. 

Any  addition  to  the  hospital’s  services 
sounds  good;  we  all  want  the  best  trauma 
emergency  facilities  available  for  our 
families  and  ourselves.  However,  this  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  helicopter-landing  facility  at 
S.F.  General  is  not  a  good  idea. 

Not  only  are  helicopters  loud  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  they  would  place  a  further  strain 
on  an  already  overburdened  emergency 
hospital.  UCSF  studies  show  that  over¬ 
crowding  forces  S.F.  General  to  turn 
away  an  average  of  35  percent  of  ambu¬ 
lances.  These  negative  impacts  should  be 
viewed  in  light  of  recent  studies  that  have 
shown  medical  helicopters  are  overused 
and  often  unnecessary. 

This  proposed  24-hour  helicopter 
transportation  hub  is  not  intended  prima¬ 
rily  to  serve  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco. 
The  hospital’s  goal  is  to  compete  with 
other  helipad  hospitals,  such  as  "Stanford 
Hospital,  which  is  eight  minutes  by  air 
from  the  city,  for  out-of-area  patients. 

To  stop  the  helipad  and  for  further  in¬ 
formation,  visit  StopHelipad.org  or  call 
Too-Loud- 1 1 0  ( 866-568-3 110). 

Christopher  Sabre 
23rd  Street 

St.  Paul’s  Alumni  Letter 

Editor: 

I  lived  on  25th  and  Noe  from  1947  to 
about  1968.  Attended  St.  Paul's  Church 
on  29th  and  went  to  school  there  from 
kindergarten  all  the  way  through  St. 
Paul’s  High.  My  brothers  went  to  St. 
Paul’s  grammar  school  and  then  Mission 
High.  I  found  your  Noe  Valley  Voice  on 
the  Web  [www.noevalleyvoice.com]  and 
check  it  every  month.  I  like  to  see  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  “old  neighborhood”  and  see 
what’s  going  on — who’s  still  there  and 
what  retail  operations  have  moved  on. 

What  memories:  Noe  Theater,  Gadds 
Market,  Star  Bakery,  the  Italian  deli  on 
Noe  and  24th,  Bud’s  Ice  Cream,  James 
Lick  School.  What  nostalgia.  Love  it. 

Jim  Price 


That’s  Life 

Editor’s  Note:  Nancy  Emery,  manager  of 
Noe's  Bar  for  16  years,  sent  the  Voice  this 
poem,  written  by  her  12-year-old  son  Jared. 
“1  found  the  poem  uplifting,”  she  writes, 
“because  even  though  there  is  a  lot  going 
on  in  the  world,  we  are  each  an  individual 
part  of  the  world  and  we  all  matter  and  that 
makes  a  difference."  Thank  you  for  sharing 
the  poem,  Nancy.  And  Jared,  thanks  for  cap¬ 
turing  life  in  "Life.” 

Life 

Life  is  complex  in  so  many  ways. 

It  is  for  365  days. 

Everyone  trying  to  be  clean  and  lean. 
They  look  good,  but  they’re  mean, 

TV  and  movies  rotting  our  brains. 

We  should  only  watch  when  it  rains. 
Sunny  days  are  lots  of  fun, 

Barbequing,  playing  Frisbee,  and  time 
to  run, 

Or  just  bathing  in  the  sun. 

I  just  want  to  live  life  to  its  fullest, 

So  far  it’s  been  the  coolest. 

Wars  happening,  people  fighting. 
Violence  happening,  cigarettes  lighting. 
Music  pumping. 

When  I  wake  up  I’m  grumping. 

At  home  I’m  lazy 
In  sports  I’m  crazy. 

When  I'm  an  adult  everyone  will  know 
my  name, 

I  will  almost  explode  with  all  the  fame, 

I  will  make  it  huge. 

I'm  the  opposite  of  Scrooge, 

I’m  not  saying  I’m  so  cool. 

But  if  I  was  in  a  treasure  I’d  be  the  only 
jewel. 

Yes,  I’m  one  of  a  kind. 

Look  for  another,  you  won’t  find. 

I’m  having  lots  of  fun  just  being  me, 

I  don’t  care  what  people  see. 

Lots  of  war  going  on, 

People  are  going  down  like  Enron, 

All  this  fighting  is  making  me  sick. 
Having  sides  to  pick, 

This  is  life  we  have  to  deal, 

No  matter  what,  just  be  real. 

— Jared  Emery 


Missing  the  Morgan  Family 

Editor: 

I  just  came  across  an  article  in  the  De¬ 
cember/January  2000  issue  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice:  “Noe  Valley’s  Friend  Harry 
Stem  Dies  at  70.”  I  was  very  saddened  to 
hear  of  Harry  Stem’s  passing.  I  lived  in 
San  Francisco  in  the  1970s  and  knew 
Harry  well  through  his  son  Ron  Morgan. 
I  also  knew  his  former  wife,  Gloria,  and 
son  Tom  Morgan. 

I’ve  lost  track  of  Ron  over  the  years 
and  would  love  to  locate  him.  Ironically, 
I  always  figured  I’d  be  able  to  locate  him 
through  Harry.  There  are  over  80  Ron 
Morgans  in  California  (and  I’m  not  even 
sure  if  he’s  living  there  anymore!).  If 
anyone  in  the  community  knows  any  of 
Harry’s  family  members  (in  particular 
Ron),  would  you  pass  on  this  note. 

I  know  this  is  a  real  “long  shot,”  but  it’s 
the  closest  I’ve  ever  come  to  tracking 
down  this  long-lost  friend!  Thank  you  for 
your  help. 

Heather  Grant 
British  Columbia,  Canada 
he  a  thei@portwash .  org 


Hibret  Hailu,  D.D.S. 

General  Dentistry,  limsalign, 
Children  Dentil  Services.  Implants. 
Root  Canals.  Periodontal  Therapy, 
ZOOM  in-house  laser  Whitening. 
Metal  Free  Dentistry 


Cosmetic  and  General  Dentistry 
for  all  ages 


2001  Union  Street,  Suite  397 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
tel  (415)  409-DENT  (3368) 
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Police  Beef 

Editor: 

What  happened  to  the  informative  po¬ 
lice  reports  of  several  months  ago?  The 
new  format  is  like  reading  a  telephone 
book.  The  Voice  Police  Beat  does  not  give 
the  important  details  of  crimes  commit¬ 
ted  in  our  neighborhood,  but  is  merely  a 
dry  list.  Is  there  any  chance  of  getting  the 
old  format  back?  I  don’t  even  bother 
reading  it  anymore. 

Peter  Lace 
Sanchez  Street 

Editor's  Reply:  In  the  past,  both  Ingle  side  and 
Mission  Police  Stations,  which  unfortunately 
use  separate  filing  methods,  allowed  a  Voice 
reporter  to  cull  and  view  the  incident  reports 
for  Noe  Valley  (the  area  roughly  bordered  by 
21st,  Guerrero,  30th,  and  Grand  View).  Then 
we  would  write  short  summaries  of  the  inci¬ 
dents.  About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Police  Department  policy  changed,  and 
our  independent  access  to  the  files  was  denied 
(at  least  at  Mission  Station).  However,  Mis¬ 
sion  Capt.  John  Goldberg  agreed  to  provide  a 
list  of  incidents,  including  date,  time,  street, 
and  type  of  crime.  We  were  told  we  could 
choose  several  incidents  from  the  list,  and  ask 
for  more  information.  Right  now,  we' re  re¬ 
ceiving  the  list  too  late  in  the  month  for  our 
current  staff  to  do  thefollow-up.  We  agree  that 
our  Police  Beat  would  be  more  informative 
with  more  derail,  and  we  hope  to  be  making  a 
change  soon.  Thank  you  for  your  patience. 


A  heartfelt 
thanks  to  all  our 
customers 


It  is  always 
a  pleasure 
to  serve  you 
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Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 
Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 


In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  F  REE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts,  demand  the  very  best l 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 

www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 


Sue  Bowie 

Top  1%  Nationally 


(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
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Fine  Chinese  Dim  Sum  &  Dinner 

jrmisim 


3? 


Sun.  -  Wed.  11  a.m.  to  11  p.m. 

Thurs.  -  Sat.  11  a.m.  to  Midnight 

3170  16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Tel:  (415)  863-8100  •  Fax:(415)863-1189 

www.biglantern.com 


FREE  DELIVERY 
DINNER  TO  GO  10%  OFF 


Now  Featuring 
Men’s  Clothing 


SchweD 

_  CONSTRUCTION  - 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
Member: 
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Cal-Bay 

Builders 


Specializing  in 
Foundations  & 

RENOVATION 


Lynn  Odvody 

415. 

641. 

7600 


Lynn@Cal-Bay 
Builders.com 
Lie.  N° 653284 
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4001  24th  St  at  Noe  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 
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‘Green’  House 
Recycles  Rain 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

executive  before  becoming  a  contractor; 
and  Joel  Micucci,  40,  a  contractor  who 
lives  nearby  in  the  Mission  District. 

Their  four-bedroom,  four-bath  paean 
to  the  environment  was  completed  last 
month  and  is  currently  on  the  market  with 
a  $1 ,899,000  price  tag.  San  Francisco  ar¬ 
chitect  John  Maniscalco  designed  the 
home,  which  has  panoramic  cityscape 
and  bay  views. 

Inspired  by  the  Lorax 

The  partners  set  their  company  in  mo¬ 
tion  five  years  ago  over  beer  and  a  hand¬ 
shake  at  the  Valley  Tavern,  a  watering 
hole  on  24th  Street.  Then  they  gave  their 
firm  the  catchy  moniker  LORAX  Devel¬ 
opment,  in  honor  of  the  Lorax,  a  lovable 
Dr.  Seuss  character  who  "speaks  for  the 
trees,  for  the  trees  have  no  tongues.” 

"My  passion  comes  from  a  desire  to 
protect  the  environment,”  says  Kerwin, 
who  for  1 5  years  has  been  a  volunteer  for 
San  Francisco  Baykeeper,  an  on-the-wa- 
ter  environmental  watchdog  group  on  San 
Francisco  Bay.  And  Loughran  says  his 
two  children  are  the  principal  reason  he 
wants  to  build  houses  with  a  conserva¬ 
tionist  philosophy.  “We  need  to  make 
changes  now  so  future  generations  do  not 
have  to  suffer  for  our  consumption,” 
Loughran  says. 

The  partners,  who’ve  served  as  con¬ 
tractors  for  two  Home  and  Garden  Tele¬ 
vision  shows,  know  that  environmen- 
tally-friendly  homes  are  expensive  to 
build — and  to  buy.  At  about  $350  per 
square  foot,  the  construction  cost  is  1 5  to 
20  percent  higher  than  that  of  traditional 
homes.  But  they  say  they  aren’t  building 
green  just  to  reap  profits. 

"This  was  never  about  just  making 
money,” -says  Kerwin.  “Building  green 
costs  a  little  more,  but  the  quality  of  the 
materials,  energy  savings,  and  what  it 
gives  back  to  the  natural  world  are  worth 
it.  If  I  couldn’t  build  like  this,  I  would  do 
something  else.” 

In  fact,  the  company  didn’t  make  any 
money  in  its  first  green  effort.  That  ven¬ 
ture  lost  $200,000.  “We  each  put  in 
$72,000,  and  it  returned  nothing  to  us,” 
Kerwin  says.  “It  just  allowed  us  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  to  the  next  project.” 

LORAX  Development  has  completed 
four  developments,  all  concentrated  in 
Noe  Valley  or  the  Mission  District.  Their 
latest,  a  five-story  residential-commer¬ 
cial  complex,  is  under  construction  at 
22nd  and  Valencia  streets. 

For  the  LORAX  founders,  the  decision 
to  focus  on  their  home  turf  was  easy.  Peo¬ 
ple  who  live  in  Noe  Valley  have  an  ele¬ 
vated  consciousness  about  environmental 
preservation,  the  partners  say.  In  addition, 
the  neighborhood’s  sunny  microclime  is 
ideal  for  using  solar  panels  on  the  roofs. 

The  Warmth  of  the  Sun 

The  solar  panels  at  520  Clipper  Street 
are  tied  into  the  water  heating  system, 
which  provides  80  percent  of  the  home’s 
hot  water.  The  panels  also  provide  warmth 
throughout  the  2,600-square-foot  prop¬ 
erty,  by  heating  recycled  water  that  flows 
through  radiant  tubing  underneath  the  sub¬ 


flooring.  They  also  generate  electricity. 

The  solar  system  cost  $39,000,  a  stiff 
upfront  expense,  but  the  developers  re¬ 
covered  $19,000  through  state  and  fed¬ 
eral  rebates.  The  system  is  set  up  so  that 
excess  energy  automatically  is  sold  to 
PG&E,  though  that  may  not  be  a  signifi¬ 
cant  savings  if  past  LORAX  develop¬ 
ments  are  a  guide. 

“On  a  sunny  day,  we’re  selling  power 
to  PG&E,  and  on  a  cold  night  we’re  buy¬ 
ing  it  back  from  them,”  says  Kerwin.  It’s 
pretty  much  a  wash. 

Many  residential  and  commercial 
buildings  in  the  city  use  solar  panels  to 
harvest  the  sun’s  energy.  But  the  house  on 
Clipper.Street  is  the  first  dwelling  in  San 
Francisco  to  harvest  rainwater,  according 
to  the  developers.  It’s  a  feature  that  will 
make  a  meaningful  dent  in  the  estimated 
5,000  gallons  of  water  the  typical  San 
Francisco  household  uses  each  month. 

The  water  is  filtered  for  domestic  use 
and  stored  in  three  huge  tanks  that  hold 


The  Skippers  of  520  Clipper 

Partners  (left  to  right)  Pat  Loughran,  Mike 
Kerwin,  and  Joel  Micucci  are  eager  to  show 
off  their  house  of  the  future,  whose  eco- 
friendly  features  include  solar  roof  panels 
(bottom  left),  recycled-wood  flooring, 
cotton-denim  insulation,  and  tanks  that 
filter  rainwater  for  home  use  (below). 

The  water  tanks  are  concealed  under  the 
deck  in  the  back  yard  (above).  The  house, 
designed  by  San  Francisco  architect  John 
Maniscalco,  was  put  on  the  market  in 
March  with  a  price  tag  of  $1.9  million. 


Photos  above  and  at  left  by  Come  M.  Anders 
Photos  below  courtesy  of  LORAX  Development 


1 0,800  gallons  of  water.  In  late  March,  af¬ 
ter  several  big  rainstorms,  the  gauges  at  a 
command-center  console  in  the  basement 
showed  that  the  containers  were  at  91  per¬ 
cent  capacity.  The  holding  system  is  “the 
solution  to  water  shortages  in  the  coming 


years,”  says  Loughran.  “We  will  always 
be  able  to  harvest  and  regulate  a  portion 
of  our  own  water  supply.” 

Though  things  look  rosy  now,  the  part¬ 
ners  came  close  to  making  an  expensive, 
bonehead  mistake.  Midway  through  con¬ 
struction,  they  found  the  $18,000  rain- 
catching  system  at  a  building  trade  show 
and  made  an  impulsive  decision  to  pur¬ 
chase  and  install  it  on  Clipper. 

“We  were  setting  it  up  when  we  went 
down  to  [City  Hall]  to  get  permits,”  re¬ 
calls  Kerwin,  noting  that  he  and  the  crew 
thought  it  would  be  a  routine  request 
“They  said  no.  We  were  so  disheartened. 
What  do  we  do  with  the  tanks?  Cut  them 
in  half  and  put  in  koi  ponds?” 

The  partners  lobbied  hard,  however, 
and  the  city  ultimately  agreed  to  create  a 
special  permit  for  the  water-collection 
system. 

Recycled  Paper  and  Milk  Cartons 

The  LORAX  trio  is  also  proud  of  the 
'  way  they  used  wood  in  the  home.  Built- 
in  bookcases  in  the  living  room  were 
made  with  materials  harvested  from  “re¬ 
sponsibly-managed”  forests  and  certified 
by  the  non-profit  Forestry  Stewardship 
Council.  So  was  the  cherry-laminate  cab¬ 
inetry,  which  was  manufactured  by 
Zwanette  Design,  whose  owner  is  Alvar¬ 
ado  Street  resident  Karin  de  Gier.  The 
decks  were  made  from  a  mix  of  reclaimed 
wood  and  plastic.  The  developers  also  uti¬ 
lized  another  tree-saving  option,  choosing 
a  fiber-cement  exterior  siding.  The  mate¬ 
rial  is  a  composite  of  Portland  cement  and 
fly-ash,  a  byproduct  of  coal  combustion. 

There  are  no  granite  countertops  grac¬ 
ing  the  Lorax  kitchen.  Instead,  there’s  a 
surface  made  of  old  milk  cartons  and  re¬ 
cycled  paper  that  was  treated  with  resin 
and  compressed  into  solid  sheets, 

“It  looks  like  natural  slate  that’s  been 
left  a  little  rough,”  Kerwin  says  of  the 
countertop,  which  he  maintains  is  imper¬ 
vious  to  heat,  scratches,  and  red  wine. 

He  also  contends  that  the  green  house 
has  few  maintenance  issues.  “You  may 
need  to  wipe  off  the  solar  panels  every 
couple  of  years,”  Kerwin  says. 

The  house  took  10  months  to  com¬ 
plete — about  the  same  turnaround  time  as 
for  construction  of  a  non-green  house — 
and  large  crowds  of  home  shoppers  and 
the  curious  flocked  to  several  open 
houses  last  month.  “A  lot  of  people  came 
through  just  to  see  the  green  features,” 
says  Kerwin  with  a  smile. 

He  has  no  doubt  that  the  Lorax,  the  Dr. 
Seuss  environmentalist,  would  approve 
of  the  Clipper  Street  home.  “He  would 
say  we  wish  everyone  built  this  way.”  ■ 
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In  the  days  and  weeks  following  the  “Great  Fire,”  sidewalk  kitchens  sprung  up  all  around  the 
city,  including  in  Noe  Valley.  1906  Morton-Waters  Company  photo  reprinted  from  William  Bronson’s  The 
Earth  Shook,  The  Sky  Burned  (Chronicle  Books,  1 986). 


A  Brave  Resident’s 
Eyewitness  Account 
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merit  buildings.  Beyond  Twin  Peaks,  an 
almost  uninterrupted  expanse  of  sand 
dunes  stretched  to  Ocean  Beach.  Noe 
Valley  was  the  edge  of  the  frontier,  and 
one  of  the  places  where  streams  of 
refugees  halted  to  make  new  homes  dur¬ 
ing  the  long  summer  of  1906. 

It  was  the  fire,  rather  than  the  quake, 
that  did  the  most  damage.  Thus,  survivors 
initially  referred  to  the  disaster  as  the 
Great  Fire,  not  the  Great  Quake.  At  the 
fire’s  height,  the  view  toward  downtown 
from  Twin  Peaks  was  one  of  a  hellish  in¬ 
ferno,  red  flames  lighting  up  the  night  sky 
through  billows  of  black  smoke. 

As  the  fire  raced  through  the  city,  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  streets  shouted  information  that 
was  often  inaccurate  or  exaggerated. 
There  was  no  Internet,  TV,  or  radio  to  tune 
in  to  for  the  latest  developments. 

Our  fearless  Sentinel  reporter.  Frances 
Gibson,  lived  at  70  Clipper  Street,  be¬ 
tween  Church  and  Dolores,  with  several 
of  her  six  siblings  and  her  parents,  who 
were  immigrants  from  Ireland.  The  fam¬ 
ily  had  never  been  instructed  to  get  under 
a  doorway,  but  in  Jhose  somewhat  simpler 
times,  they  knew  how  to  clasp  hands 
when  an  earthquake  hit.  and  that  is  what 
they  did  in  the  early-morning  hours  of 
that  fateful  spring  day  in  “ought-six.” 

Wednesday,  April  18,  1906 

RUMBLE,  RUMBLE!  BUMP.  BING. 
BANG! 

/  jumped  up  from  my  sleep,  rubbed  my 

eyes,  and  yelled.  "What  the - was 

that?"  Crackety,  crack!  went  the  walls, 
and  the  ceiling  bowed  as  the  walls  bent 
and  almost  touched  each  other  with  the 
force  of  the  shock. 

Ma  was  sitting  on  the  edge  of  her  bed 
in  a  half  faint,  praying,  "God,  save  us 
all."  I  looked  at  the  clock.  It  had  stopped 
at  13  minutes  past  5  a  m. 

My  father  and  brothers  rushed  into  our 
bedroom  and  grabbed  us,  pulling  us  into 
the  other  room.  Standing  together  pale 
and  with  drawn  faces,  we  all  took  hands 
and  clasped  together. 

We  awaited  the  end  as  the  house  rocked 
to  and  fro.  It  seemed  an  eternity  until  the 
shock  was  over.  Then  Tom  broke  the  si¬ 
lence:  "That  sure  war  a  corker!" 

We  all  with  one  accord  rushed  to  the 
window.  I  opened  it,  and  horrible  noises, 
indescribable,  reached  our  ears.  From 
every  door  and  window,  ghostly  faces 
were  peering:  neighbors  were  running 
wild  in  their  nightgowns. 

The  family  got  busy  and  put  on  their 
clothes.  Sis  went  downstairs  to  make  a  pot 
of  coffee  to  revive  Ma.  "Have  the  grace 
of  God  about  you  all.  It  is  no  joking  mat¬ 
ter,"  she  warned  us. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  the  well  war  OK 
and  the  pump  was  still  working,  so  the 
kettle  was  filled.  When  the  kettle  was  put 
on  the  stove,  the  stove  refused  to  work  and 
smoked  like  fury,  but  we  forced  it  along 
long  enough  to  boil  the  water  and  fix  up 
a  breakfast. 

Gas  mains  had  broken  all  over  the  city 
during  the  quake.  Escaping  gas  was  one 
of  the  primary  causes  of  fire,  especially 
from  people  trying  to  cook  on  stoves. 

Running  water  had  only  recently  come 
to  Noe  Valley.  Mains  had  been  installed 
around  1900.  and  these  broke  along  with 
the  gas  mains,  forcing  people  to  fall  back 
on  disused  wells.  An  underground  creek 
ran  under  Clipper  Street,  supplying  the 
Gibsons  and  their  neighbors’  wells. 

Tom  and  'Lisbeth  started  out  for  work. 
They  had  only  gotten  a  short  distance 
from  the  house  when  they  learned  there 
was  no  car  service.  The  streets  had  been 
plowed  up  and  cracked  all  over  town. 
Rails  had  been  twisted  out  of  shape. 


Worst  of  all,  people  were  rushing 
around  like  mad,  yelling,  "The  town's  on 
fire!  The  big  buildings  are  down,  and 
everybody  is  killed!" 

Actually,  surprisingly  few  civic  build¬ 
ings  fell  down  during  the  quake.  There 
was  one  notable  exception:  the  newly 
built  City  Hall.  Its  shoddy  construction 
was  later  connected  to  graft,  which  top¬ 
pled  the  careers  of  several  city  officials. 
In  Noe  Valley,  there  was  little  major  dam¬ 
age.  Many  chimneys  fell,  and  some  houses 
lost  their  Victorian  gingerbread,  but  no 
one  was  killed  here  during  the  quake. 

On  the  morning  of  the  shaker,  52  fires 
were  recorded,  and  there  were  probably 
many  more  unreported  blazes.  Broken 
water  mains  made  life  rough  for  the  fire¬ 
fighters,  many  of  whom  were  volunteers. 

“No  car  service”  to  and  from  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  meant  that  the  cable  car  lines  on  Cas¬ 
tro  and  the  trains  on  nearby  Valencia 
Street  were  not  running.  Both  lines  had 
their  rails  twisted  like  pipe  cleaners  by  the 
quake. 

The  news  came  that  as  soon  as 
the  fire  reached  20th  Street, 
Noe  Valley  was  to  be 
dynamited.  Charles  Powers 
and  his  brothers  got  busy  with 
their  teams  and  took  all  our 
belongings,  free  of  charge,  one 
load  after  another,  up  to  the 
hill  at  29th  and  Noe,  where  we 
all  camped.  My  sister  sat  on  the 
curbstone  and  cried  as  we  left 
the  “auld  hoose.” 

— Frances  Gibson.  Twin  Peaks  Sentinel. 
September/October  1931 

/  had  a  few  films  left  in  my  camera,  so 
I  loaded  up  and  started  going.  1  got  as  far 
as  22nd  and  Mission,  and  there.  Lippman 
Bros.  Dry  Goods  Store  and  the  old  Somps 
residence  were  burning  to  the  ground  for 
lack  of  water. 

Along  Valencia  Street  from  21st  to 
I  7th,  there  was  a  hole  big  enough  to  bury 
at  least  50  people,  not  to  mention  horses. 
The  old  Valencia  Street  Hotel,  where  I  had 
played  sliding  over  the  banister,  was  ly¬ 
ing  flat  on  the  ground  and  all  the  people 
in  it  had  lost  their  lives,  was  the  report. 

Valencia  Street  was  an  old  creekbed, 
which  had  been  filled  in  and  then  built 
upon.  The  severe  jolts  of  the  quake  caused 
the  soft-packed  fill  to  settle  suddenly, 
leaving  gaping  holes  in  the  street.  The 
buildings  on  top  of  the  fill  reeled  with  the 
force  of  this  settling,  and  houses  for  sev¬ 
eral  blocks  leaped  off  their  foundations. 
The  four-story  Valencia  Hotel  collapsed 
like  a  tower  of  cards.  Its  top  floor  landed 


intact  in  the  middle  of  the  street  with  the 
bottom  three  floors  flattened  underneath, 
crushing  at  least  15  people. 

This  scene  found  its  way  into  the  1936 
movie  San  Francisco.  As  Clark  Gable 
searches  desperately  through  the  city’s 
rubble  for  Jeannette  MacDonald,  he 
comes  upon  the  collapsed  hotel.  A  po¬ 
liceman  tells  him,  “Those  on  the  top  floor 
stepped  right  out  their  windows  to  the 
street.  The  others  were  out  of  luck.” 

The  crowd  of  people,  autos,  wagons, 
and  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  all  coming  in 
one  direction,  made  the  way  impassable. 
Everybody  was  heading  for  Noe  Valley 
and  the  hills.  Chinamen  with  sacks  of 
clothes,  women  and  girls  carrying  bird 
cages,  hat  boxes,  pictures,  and  other  use¬ 
less  articles.  The  men  and  boys  followed, 
pulling  along  trunks,  kids'  express  wag¬ 
ons,  and  baby  buggies,  all  loaded  heav¬ 
ily.  Mothers  clasping  babies  to  their 
breast,  fathers  trying  to  quiet  dying  chil¬ 
dren  as  they  toddled  bravely  on  at  their 
sides.  Dogs  and  cats,  scorched  and  bleed¬ 
ing,  were  jumping  off  wagons  and  run¬ 
ning  wild. 

Downtown,  they  said,  the  flames  were 
stopping  at  nothing,  eating  up  all,  and 
people  were  being  "roasted  alive."  All 
you  saw  or  heard,  no  matter  which  way 
you  looked  was  Fire,  Fire,  Fire! 

South  of  Market  was  filled  with  ram¬ 
shackle  houses,  built  in  the  1850s  and 
’60s  by  early  settlers  who  abandoned 
them  when  the  cable  cars  opened  up  more 
desirable  locations.  The  area  had  since 
deteriorated  into  a  slum.  The  shoddily 
built  structures  collapsed  during  the 
quake,  crushing  or  trapping  scores  of  res¬ 
idents.  Along  the  Embarcadero,  shipping 
warehouses  built  on  landfill  also  col¬ 
lapsed.  These  two  areas  became  tinder- 
boxes,  and  when  numerous  blazes  broke 
out  from  gas  leaks,  the  flames  soon  raged 
out  of  control.  The  Great  Fire  had  begun. 

There  were  indeed  cases  of  people 
"roasted  alive"  in  collapsed  buildings. 
The  ones  who  escaped,  many  with  just  a 
few  sentimental  possessions  or  pets — 
whatever  they  could  carry — streamed  out 
to  the  unthreatened  areas  of  the  city,  some 
fleeing  across  the  Bay  on  ferries.  North 
and  westward  they  went,  to  the  Presidio, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  even  the  beaches. 

Thousands  came  to  Noe  Valley,  some 
climbing  Twin  Peaks  to  watch  their 
homes  burn. 

Ashes  were  coming  down  thicker  and 
thicker.  Bank  notes  and  burned  pages 
from  municipal  records  were  crunching 
underfoot.  The  air  grew  hotter  and  hot¬ 
ter,  and  suffocating.  The  wild  yells,  the 
clang  of  the  ambulances  as  they  rushed 
to  the  emergency,  the  wounded  and  dead 
piled  in  heavy  wagons,  reminded  one  of 
Dante's  Inferno,  but  Dante  had  nothing 
on  this  hell. 


Then  came  the  proclamation  from 
Mayor  Schmitz,  nailed  on  telegraph 
poles,  electric  poles,  and  every  available 
space. 

Mayor  Eugene  Schmitz  had  declared 
martial  law.  Army  troops  from  the  Pre¬ 
sidio  policed  the  city,  “authorized  to 
KILL”  looters.  (Executions  of  looters  did 
occur.)  The  soldiers  also  cordoned  off  the 
fire,  keeping  people  away  at  bayonet 
point,  and  helped  fight  the  flames,  care 
for  the  injured,  and  bury  the  dead.  In  Noe 
Valley  they  enforced  the  curfew  and  dis¬ 
tributed  tents  to  refugees,  who  camped 
out  wherever  they  could. 

Thursday,  April  19, 1906 

The  news  came  that  as  soon  as  the  fire 
reached  20th  Street,  Noe  Valley  wax  to  be 
dynamited.  Charles  Powers  and  his 
brothers  got  busy  with  their  teams  [of 
horses]  and  took  all  our  belongings,  free 
of  charge,  one  load  after  another,  up  to 
the  hill  at  29th  and  Noe,  where  we  all 
camped.  My  sister  sat  on  the  curbstone 
and  cried  as  we  left  the  "auld  hoose." 

I  was  sore.  I  had  watched  the  fire  from 
its  start,  but  Pa  ordered  me  to  the  hills 
with  the  rest.  The  old  Captain  in  him  said, 
"I  sink  with  the  ship."  He  wouldn't  allow 
me  to  take  Beaut,  my  Newfoundland  dog. 

The  parrot’s  cage  door  was  opened  to 
give  Polly  a  chance  for  her  life.  Polly  was 
21  years  old.  Darby,  the  canary,  we  took 
with  us. 

Many  Noe  Valley  residents  left  their 
homes  on  Thursday,  as  the  fire  ap¬ 
proached.  On  Wednesday  night,  as  fire 
consumed  much  of  downtown  and,  hun¬ 
gry  for  more,  moved  outward,  another 
fire  took  hold  in  Hayes  Valley,  dubbed  the 
“ham  and  eggs”  fire  because  of  the  meal 
someone  had  been  cooking  when  it  broke 
out.  By  Thursday  morning,  it  met  the 
main  fire,  and  a  flaming  wall  raced  south¬ 
ward  into  the  Mission  District.  Stretching 
over  six  blocks  between  Dolores  and 
Howard,  it  advanced  steadily,  passing 
16th  Street,  then  17th,  then  18th... 

Two  hundred  men  of  Noe  Valley  com¬ 
bined  with  other  firefighters  with  barrels 
of  water  and  wet  sacks,  and  barricaded 
themselves  behind  welted  doors  to  back¬ 
fire  at  Mission  Park  [now  Dolores  Park]. 
Old  John  Center’s  well  furnished  the  wa¬ 
ter  supply,  from  subterranean  tanks  he 
had  made  with  hydrant  connections  in 
1 859.  Up  on  our  hill,  no  church  ever  held 
a  communion  service  like  the  11  of  us  lying 
side  by  side  on  mattresses  on  the  grass. 

My  brother  came  up  to  the  hill  at  3  a.m. 
and  told  us  the  fire  had  been  conquered. 
We  couldn't  get  up  off  that  grass  quick 
enough,  but  he  said,  "Stay  where  you  are. 
It's  better  here  till  daylight." 

He  took  a  pint  flask  from  his  pocket, 
and  from  one  mouth  to  another  this  "sav¬ 
ing  swig”  was  passed. 

Someone  had  pulled  an  old  tin  can  pi¬ 
ano  out  of  a  nearby  home  and  was  play¬ 
ing  " Home  Never  Was  Nothin'  Like 
This."  A  babble  of  excited  voices  talked 
in  all  languages  all  night. 

The  fire  had  at  last  been  halted  at  20th 
Street.  The  neighborhood  brigades, 
helped  by  water  from  Old  John  Center’s 
well  and  a  wind  that  suddenly  came  from 
the  south,  had  saved  the  day  (and  Noe 
Valley  from  dynamiting!).  Hoses  linked 
to  a  trusty  hydrant  at  20th  and  Church  had 
also  doused  the  blaze. 

Today  the  victory  is  marked  by  a  re¬ 
painting  of  the  hydrant  each  year  on  April 
18.  (You  can  join  the  '06  earthquake  sur¬ 
vivors  in  gilding  the  plug  at  7  a.m.) 

The  excited  babble  of  voices  in  “all 
languages”  that  Frances  heard,  reflected 
the  makeup  of  the  population  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  Census  records  show  that  the  major¬ 
ity  of  residents  were  immigrants,  from  al¬ 
most  every  nation  on  earth. 

North  of  Market,  the  fire  still  had  the 
upper  hand,  and  here  the  south  wind  blew 
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Thousands  to 
Observe  Quake’s 
100th  Anniversary 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

member  of  the  philanthropic  group  that 
started  the  commemoration  in  the  1920s. 
She  adds  that  about  20  survivors  (cente¬ 
narians  themselves)  are  eager  to  share 
their  stories  at  this  year’s  ceremony. 
“They  were  just  young  children  at  the 
time,  but  they  remember  a  -lot,”  she  says. 

Following  these  two  ceremonies.  Lo¬ 
cal  798  of  the  San  Francisco  Firefighters’ 
Union  will  host  a  parade  featuring  vintage 
fire  vehicles.  It  starts  at  10  a.m.  at  City 
Hall  and  proceeds  down  Market  Street  to 
the  Ferry  Building,  which  survived  the 
1906  quake  intact. 

A  Flurry  of  Activities 

There  will  be  other  events  that  after¬ 
noon  and  evening,  as  well  as  a  series  of 
activities  and  exhibits  throughout  April 
and  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  turn  of  the  19th  century  witnessed 
the  popularization  of  photography,  and 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  is  show¬ 
ing  an  exhibition  of  personal  photo  al¬ 
bums  compiled  by  city  residents  and 
tourists  after  the  quake.  On  April  1 1,  the 
Eureka  Valley  Library  will  sponsor  a  lec¬ 
ture  about  Marie  Equi,  a  lesbian  anarchist 
doctor  who  helped  with  the  relief  effort. 
The  Bemal  Heights  Library  will  host  an 
earthquake  shack  walking  tour  on  April 
22  and  an  earthquake  centennial  picnic — 
Edwardian  garb  encouraged — at  Precita 
Park  on  April  29.  (For  these  and  other  li¬ 
brary  programs,  see  sfpl.lib.ca.us .) 

Hankering  for  more?  Through  May  30, 
the  San  Francisco  Museum  of  Modem 
Art  is  showing  “A  Disaster  in  Pictures,” 
while  the  California  .Historical  Society 
features  the  photographs  and  diaries  of 
Jack  London  and  his  wife,  Charmain  Kit- 
tredge,  who  covered  the  disaster  as  jour¬ 
nalists.  The  Presidio  Trust  and  National 
Park  Service  have  re-created  a  refugee 


camp  in  the  Presidio,  where  ’06  survivors 
lived  in  tents  and  makeshift  “cottages.” 

The  Chinese  Historical  Society  of 
America  hosts  a  series  of  events  looking 
at  the  quake’s  devastating  impact  on  Chi¬ 
natown.  And  the  Society  of  California  Pi¬ 
oneers  Museum  presents  “Shake,  Bake, 
and  Spin!”  an  examination  of  the.  less  sa¬ 
vory  aspects  of  the  quake’s  aftermath,  in¬ 
cluding  media  cover-ups  and  developer 
“land  grabs.” 

Artists  are  also  doing  their  part.  On 
April  5,  the  Diablo  Ballet  presents  the 
world  premiere  of  Earthquake!  at  the 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts.  The  Cal¬ 
ifornia  Historical  Society  will  sponsor  a 
free  outdoor  concert  and  sing-along  at 
Yerba  Buena  Gardens  on  April  17,  fea¬ 
turing  selections  from  Bizet’s  opera  Car¬ 
men,  which  renowned  tenor  Enrico 
Caruso  performed  in  San  Francisco  on  the 
eve  of  the  Great  Quake  and  Fire. 

Volunteers  Needed  at  Disaster  Drill 

Aware  that  the  next  Big  One  could  hap¬ 
pen  anytime,  the  SFFD  and  NERT  are  not 
wasting  the  opportunity  to  urge  city  resi¬ 
dents  to  be  prepared. 

“No  matter  how  you  look  at  it,  there 


will  be  a  major  event  on  the  San  Andreas 
or  Hayward  Fault,”  warns  Capt.  Lee  of 
the  Fire  Department.  “By  being  prepared, 
you’re  better  able  to  take  care  of  yourself 
in  the  first  three  days  after  a  disaster.”  (To 
see  a  list  of  tips,  go  to  www.72hours.org.) 

NERT  will  hold  its  annual  citywide 
disaster  drill  on  April  22  from  9  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  at  Marina  Middle  School.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Noe  Valley  NERT  coordinator 
Maxine  Fasulis,  the  Fire  Department  is 
going  all  out  to  make  this  year’s  drill  “as 
real  as  possible,”  and  volunteers  are 
needed  to  play  “victims.”  After  the  drill, 
you  can  head  over  to  the  Exploratorium 
to  meet  rescue  dog  Jaeger  and  hear  from 
first  responders  from  the  Alameda  County 
Urban  Search  and  Rescue  Squad  and  Bay 
Area  Disaster  Medical  Assistance 
(www.exploratorium.edu).  For  more  in¬ 
formation  on  NERT,  visit  www.sfgov.org/ 
sffdnert  or  call  Fasulis  at  641-5536. 

“Don’t  wait  for  a  quake  to  toss  you  out 
of  bed  at  five  in  the  morning,”  she  urges. 
“A  few  hours  of  preparation  today  will 
make  us  all  safer  and  better  able  to  ride 
out  an  earthquake  and  its  aftermath 
whenever  one  might  strike — and  you 
know  one  will!” 


Other'Centennial  Events 

April  15-17:  SFFD  Historical 
1  Society  1 906  Great  Earthquake  and 

IFire  Exposition.  Features  vintage 
firefighting  equipment,  historical 

I  firefighter  muster,  fireboat  tours, 
safety  fair,  and  live  entertainment. 
Pier  48,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  free.  Plus 
Firefighters  Ball  on  April  15,  8  p.m., 
$50  (www.1906expo.com). 

April  17:  San  Francisco  Historical 
Society  and  Chinese  Historical 
Society  of  America  gala  reception 
and  dinner.  Palace  Hotel,  6  p.m., 

I  $500  (www.sfhistory.org). 

April  18-22:  100th  Anniversary 
:  Earthquake  Conference.  Includes 
Association  of  Bay  Area 
Governments  general  assembly  on 
“Managing  Risk  Through  Public 
Policy  in  Earthquake  Country”  on 
April  20,  and  an  interactive  mock 
disaster  exercise  on  April  21. 
Moscone  Convention  Center 
(www.1906eqconf.org). 

April  8,  15,  22  &  29:  Earthquake 
walking  tours,  offered  by  the  San 
Francisco  Historical  Society.  Meet  at 
10  a.m..  Old  U.S.  Mint,  Mission  and 
Fifth  streets  (www.sfhistory.org). 
Also,  all  year  long.  City  Guides 
offers  three  new  free  walking  tours 
focusing  on  the  1906  disaster 
(www.sfcityguides.org). 

April  21:  Cartography  of  Ashes,  a 
documentary  about  the  1906  confla- 
’  gration  (a  collaboration  between 
local  artist  Dolissa  Medina  and  the 
SFFD)  will  be  projected  onto  the 
eight-story  SFFD  training  tower  at 

§ 

19th  and  Folsom  streets.  8  p.m., 
free. 

For  more  information  on  these  and 
other  events,  visit  San  Francisco 
Rising  (www.sfrising.org)  and  the 
1 906  Earthquake  Centennial 
•  Alliance  (www,1906cen- 
tennial.org). 


Preparedness  Is  a  Hot  Topic:  The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department  demonstrates  how  to 
use  a  fire  extinguisher,  at  a  Feb.  25  event  on  24th  Street  sponsored  by  the  Noe  Valley 
Preparedness  Committee.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Eyewitness  Account 
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it  toward  Russian  Hill  and  North  Beach, 
where  it  weaved  back  and  forth,  chased 
by  frenzied  firefighters.  Before  it  was  fi¬ 
nally  vanquished  Saturday  night,  most  of 
the  area  bounded  by  Market,  Van  Ness, 
and  the  Bay  had  burned. 

In  the  Mission,  the  ground  was  razed 
“almost  as  bare  as  when  the  Spaniards 
first  landed,”  according  to  one  writer.  On 
Dolores  Street,  where  the  fire  had  burned 
most  of  the  east  side,  the  houses  across 
the  wide  thoroughfare  had  escaped  the 
flames,  but  their  paint  was  blistered  and 
singed  by  intense  heat.  The  church  on  the 
comer  of  1 6th  and  Dolores  was  so  badly 
damaged  it  later  had  to  be  tom  down.  But 
nearby  Mission  Dolores,  established  in 
1776,  survived  in  one  piece. 

Friday,  April  20,  1906 

We  started  a  cavalcade  back  to  Clip¬ 
per  Street.  The  old  camp  kitchens  were 
still  intact,  and  boy,  but  they  looked  good. 
There  were  plenty  of  bricks  around  our 
yard.  We  handed  them  around  [to  make  a 
fireplace],  and  soon  the  frying  pan  was 
sizzling  and  the  bean  pot  set  aboiling. 
Windbreaks  were  built  up  around  the 
stoves,  and  soon  San  Francisco's  cooks 
were  on  the  job.  Kettleful  after  kettleful  of 
water  was  boiled  and  we  made  coffee.  The 
refugees  stopped,  drinking  and  warming 
themselves.  Each  had  a  tale  to  tell. 

Since  gas  stoves  were  unsafe,  almost 
every  home  had  a  makeshift  wood  stove, 
placed  in  the  street.  These  stayed  in  use 
for  several  weeks.  Some  were  bordered 
by  hastily  constructed  windbreaks,  or 


even  covered  by  a  little  shack.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  soon  became  a  motley  collection  of 
proper  Victorians  and  hobo  shanties. 

The  Following  Weeks 

Things  began  to  hum  in  Noe  Valley  af¬ 
ter  the  troops  arrived  on  the  25th  Street 
hill.  The  big  Army  truck  had  come  tear¬ 
ing  like  mad  down  our  street,  with  its 
mules  and  yelling  soldiers  almost  knock¬ 
ing  over  the  camp  kitchens.  Everyone  got 
an  eyeful  of  military  life  by  day  and  night. 
Went  to  sleep  with  Taps,  woke  up  with 
Reveille.  Breakfasted  at  Mess  Call. 

At-night,  when  the  order  came,  "Lights 
out,”  the  only  sound  to  be  heard  was  the 
steady  tramp  of  the  sentinels  as  they 
watched  and  walked  their  beats  and  at  the 
least  strike  of  a  match,  yelled,  “ Put  out 
that  light!” 

Soldiers  forced  saloonkeepers  to  give 
up  eatables.  These  were  put  in  wagons 
and  taken  to  James  Lick  School,  which 
had  been  turned  into  a  Food  Supply  Sta¬ 
tion  and  an  Emergency  Hospital.  I  lined 
up  with  the  rest  at  the  old  school  and  got 
my  can  of  tomatoes. 

Inside  of  a  week  the  hysteria  was  over, 
and  the  refugees  were  settling  down  to 
meet  existing  conditions.  People  were 
housed  in  churches,  garages,  cemetery 
tombs,  caves  on  the  hillsides,  streetcars, 
barns,  barracks,  tents  on  the  hills,  in 
parks  and  in  private  homes. 

The  population  of  Noe  Valley  was  al¬ 
most  doubled  by  the  influx  of  refugees, 
who  camped  in  every  available  space. 
Many  residents  opened  their  homes  to 
those  in  need.  One  man  remembered  that  his 
parents  let  in  120  people,  most  of  whom 
slept  on  mattresses  in  the  basement. 

With  all  the  stores  closed  by  official  or¬ 


der,  everyone  lined  up  at  James  Lick  and 
other  schools  to  receive  their  ration  of 
potatoes,  macaroni,  and  canned  vegeta¬ 
bles,  which  were  cooked  in  the  convivial 
atmosphere  of  the  street  "kitchens.”  Cows 
on  Twin  Peaks  continued  to  supply  Noe 
Valley  dairies,  but  bread  was  hard  to 
come  by  because  the  bakery  stoves  were 
not  yet  functioning. 

There  was  no  lack  of  water  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  The  pioneers’  foresight  now  came  in 
good  stead.  Our  40-foot  well  supplied 
over  2,000  people.  The  pump  coughed  up 
from  morning  till  night,  day  after  day, 
week  after  week.  Tubs,  boilers,  jugs, 
demijohns,  dishpans,  barrels,  bowls, 
pitchers,  kettles,  pots,  pans,  glasses — all 
were  brought  into  our  yard  to  be  filled. 
Many  had  never  seen  a  pump  before  and 
got  a  kick  out  of  pumping.  Not  so  us  who 
had  to  do  the  500  strokes  daily  to  keep  the 
tank  filled. 

We  had  23  little  quakes  between  April 
18th  and  May  24th.  On  May  25th  another 
came  when  we  were  all  asleep.  My  bed 
caved  in.  When  Ma  yelled,  “Where  is 
she?"  I  yelled,  “ Don’t  worry,  Ma!  I'm 
safe  down  here  in  the  alley."  But  I  wasn’t 
as  far  down  as  I  thought — only  on  the 
floor. 

When  the  Gas  Company  got  orders  to 
“light  up,”  my  brother  lit  up  the  house, 
and  all  the  neighbors  gathered  around  for 
a  sing-song  festival.  The  inspector  said 
the  chimney  was  OK,  but  not  until  my 
mother  gave  him  a  bottle  of  her  famous 
catsup,  a  couple  of  glasses  of  homemade 
jelly,  and  a  loaf  of  homemade  bread.  . 

Life  began  to  return  to  normal  in  Noe 
Valley  and  the  rest  of  San  Francisco.  But 
repairing  the  devastation  would  be  a  her¬ 
culean  task.  Half  the  city  had  burned 


down.  From  2,000  to  3,000  people  had 
died.  And  more  than  200,000,  almost  half 
the  city’s  population,  were  now  homeless. 

Still,  like  the  phoenix  rising  from  the 
ashes  on  San  Francisco’s  seal,  the  city 
was  able  to  pull  itself  up  by  its  bootstraps. 
In  less  than  a  decade,  the  town  had  been 
rebuilt  and  San  Francisco  had  hosted  an 
opulent  open  house:  the  glorious  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  of  1915. 

100  Years  Later 

Noe  Valley  fared  relatively  well  in  the 
1906  quake,  as  it  did  again  in  the  1989 
Loma  Prieta  Earthquake.  And  we  like  to 
think  we  are  even  better  prepared  today. 
Building  codes  have  improved,  and  foun¬ 
dations  have  been  bolted  down.  More 
people  are  aware  that  they  should  avoid 
lighting  matches  or  using  gas  after  an 
earthquake.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
more  buildings  erected  on  landfill  today, 
the  population  is  more  densely  packed, 
the  Army  is  no  longer  housed  at  the  Pre¬ 
sidio,  and  humans  are  still,  well,  human. 

So,  as  we  wait  obliviously,  nervously, 
or  somewhere  in  between,  for  the  earth  to 
move  again,  we  can  only  hope  we  have 
the  spirit  of  the  San  Franciscans  of  1906, 
who  knew  how  to  clasp  hands  and  pull  to¬ 
gether  in  the  face  of  disaster. 

>«9#l*< 

Note:  This  story  was  adapted  from  ear¬ 
lier  publications  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
in  our  April  1980  and  April  1999  issues. 
A  special  thank-you  to  Melinda  Breit- 
meyer,  Victoria  Colgan,  former  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Librarian  Roberta  Greifer,  and,  of 
course,  to  Frances  Gibson,  for  her  im¬ 
measurable  contribution  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  history. 
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Local  Writer 
Salutes  the 
Salvation  Army 


Valley  Street  resident  Judy  Vaughn  has  written  a  book  about  the  125-year  tradition  of  the  Salvation  Army  in  San  Francisco.  In  stories  and 
photographs,  it  tells  how  the  Army  fulfilled  its  mission  to  help  the  needy,  including  drug  addicts,  alcoholics,  and  victims  of  disasters. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  Salvation  Army  lost  all  but  two  of  its  buildings  in  San  Francisco  in  the  1906  Earthquake, 
but  its  soldiers  continued  to  provide  shelter  to  victims  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  This  photo 
shows  Cdr.  Evangeline  Booth  (center),  daughter  of  Salvation  Army  founder  William  Booth, 
who  visited  the  Provincial  FHeadquarters  on  Market  Street  during  the  rebuilding  in  May  1906. 

Photo  courtesy  Judy  Vaughn  and  the  Salvation  Army  Archives 


By  Olivia  Boler 

Ding-ding-ding!  Who  isn't  familiar 
with  the  sight  of  a  person  standing 
outside  Safeway  or  Macy’s  during  the 
winter  holiday  season  ringing  a  bell  next 
to  a  kettle  full  of  change?  The  soldiers,  of¬ 
ficers,  and  volunteers  of  the  Salvation 
Army  are  as  ubiquitous  as  Christmas  trees 
and  dreidels  in  December,  but  what  do 
they  do  the  rest  of  the  year? 

The  answer  to  that  question  can  be 
found  in  a  new  book  by  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  Judy  Vaughn,  titled  The  Bells  of  San 
Francisco:  The  Salvation  Army  With  Its 
Sleeves  Rolled  Up  (RDR  Books),  pub¬ 
lished  last  November.  It’s  replete  with 
anecdotes  and  photos  of  the  Army’s 
nearly  1 25  years  in  the  city. 

“I  worked  for  the  Army  for  27  years,” 
Vaughn,  the  organization’s  retired  public 
relations  director,  explains.  “Officers 
came  and  went.  1  stayed  and  eventually 
became  a  kind  of  institutional  memory.” 

The  book  chronicles  the  beginnings  of 
the  Army,  founded  in  1865  by  William 
Booth,  a  Methodist  minister  in  London, 
England.  Booth  changed  the  name  of  his 
charitable  organization  from  New  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  to  the  Salvation  Army  in 
1 878,  while  on  the  lookout  for  volunteers. 
Those  who  become  members  of  the 
Army’s  church  are  called  soldiers.  The 
Army  reached  California  in  1883,  under 
the  direction  of  Maj.  Alfred  Wells.  The 
organization  operates  along  military 
lines,  and  the  leaders  hold  ranks.  The  goal 
of  the  Salvation  Army  is  to  foster  a  love 
of  God  and  aid  the  needy,  including  al¬ 
coholics,  drug  addicts,  and  disaster  vic¬ 
tims.  It  also  champions  women’s  rights, 
a  legacy  of  Booth’s  wife,  Catherine. 

This  year,  April  18  marks  the  centen¬ 
nial  of  the  infamous  earthquake  that  struck 
San  Francisco  in  1906,  taking  3,000  lives. 
The  Salvation  Army  played  an  important 
role  in  alleviating  that  disaster. 

“Like  everyone  else,  the  officers  were 
sleeping  when  the  quake  hit  at  5 : 1 2  a.m.,” 
Vaughn  says.  “Several  of  them  lived  in 
Oakland,  and  they  could  see  that  people 
would  be  running  to  catch  the  first  ferries 
out  of  the  city,  so  they  met  them  at  the 
boats  with  food  and  shelter.” 

The  Army  also  set  up  refugee  camps  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Presidio,  work¬ 
ing  hard  to  unite  families  who  had  been 
separated  in  the  ensuing  fires.  The  Army 
itself  was  hard-hit,  losing  all  but  two  of 


its  buildings  in  the  city.  By  the  summer, 
however,  it  raised  enough  funds  to  rebuild 
its  South  of  Market  Street  headquarters. 

Despite  its  own  losses,  the  Army  con¬ 
tinued  to  assist  the  disaster  victims.  “It 
provided  the  same  kinds  of  services  as  it 
did  in  the  Gulf  States  following  the  2005 
hurricanes,"  Vaughn  says. 

Vaughn,  68,  grew  up  in  Chicago  and 
Swayzee,  Ind.  She  came  to  San  Francisco 
in  the  1960s  and  found  gainful  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  blink  of  an  eye.  "There  I  was, 
three  weeks  in  the  city,  and  suddenly  I 
was  a  feature  writer  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle!"  she  says  with  a  laugh.  “1  used 
to  call  myself  ‘girl  reporter  in  high-heeled 
pumps.’”  She  stayed  there  for  a  few  years 
before  moving  on  to  a  variety  of  jobs  in 
social  services. 

She  and  her  husband,  Royce,  have 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  43  years,  40  years 
in  the  same  house  on  Valley  Street.  They 
have  four  children,  who  live  up  and  down 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

A  natural-born  storyteller,  Vaughn  rel¬ 
ishes  her  post-Army  gig  as  a  historical 
tour  guide.  She’s  currently  training  to 
lead  walking  tours  with  City  Guides,  and 
is  immersing  herself  in  pre-Gold  Rush 
history.  She’s  also  writing  her  memoirs, 
and  on  May  2  will  read  with  her  mem¬ 
oirist  group.  Six  Easy  Pieces,  at  the  San 


Francisco  Main  Library  from  5:30  to  7:30 
p.m.  Adair  Lara  and  Alan  Kaufman  head¬ 
line  the  event. 

“In  recent  years,  I  haven’t  been  doing 
much  writing  except  poetry  and  press  re¬ 
leases  until  this  [Salvation  Army]  book,” 
Vaughn  says.  “But  now  my  memoir  group 
challenges  me  to  explore  new  venues.” 


The  book  is  available  at  Books  Inc., 
Black  Oak  Books,  Cody’s  Books,  and 
Amazon.com.  Or,  call  the  Salvation 
Army  at  415-553-3500.  Vaughn  will  also 
have  a  booth  at  the  1906  Great  Earth¬ 
quake  and  Fire  Expo  on  April  15, 16,  and 
17  at  Pier  48.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.1906e.vpo.com.  ■ 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


RiStorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24-tE  St.  4I5-282-49l>9 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


24TH  STREET 


. ,  'wife 


vjU,tEV&- 
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Spring  cooking?  Hop  on  in... 


% 


Gather  inspiration  from 
our  cookbook  collection 


...we’re  in  your  neighborhood.  Why  go  downtown? 

Gather  inspiration  from  Bake  pretty  cookies  with 

^  ([  our  spring  cookie  cutters. 

Cook  up  a  pancake  breakfasfSSS==*Slice  y°ur  Easter  ham  with 
on  an  All-Clad  Griddle  a  Wiisthof  carving  knife. 

Slow-cook  a  tender  brisket 

r  /-<  .  T-.  .  i  Present  your  meal  in  colorful  Bauer 

in  a  Le  Creuset  Dutch  oven.  J 

or  classic  white  Pillivuyt  serveware. 

We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

f  Cooks  i  309  cast™  st.  @  24th 

1  BOULEVARD  (415)  647-2665 


Renewing  your  Wood  Cabinets  &  Floors 
has  never  been  so  easy. 


XY  OWNED  &  OPERATED 
r SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO 


We  offer  an  alternative  to  traditional 
hardwood  refinishing 

no  dust  •  no  mess  •  no  odors 


FLOORS  •  CABINETS  •  DOORS  &  TRIMS 
WOODWORK  OF  ALL  KINDS 


>  This  N-Hance  Revolutionary  Process  Renews  Wood... 
without  the  hassle,  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost, 
in  just  24  hours.  100%  Customer  Satisfaction! 


Call  415.294.7795  for  a  FREE,  no-obligation  estimate. 
Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  15%  off  of  your  estimate. 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Where  culture  and  hair  come  together 


21 


>  Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
•  Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightener 
«  Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 

1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days  I 

www.hairplay.com  f 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Buyers  Jump  Back 
in  the  Ring 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  Noe  Valley  real  estate  market  re¬ 
sumed  its  dynamic  activity  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  as  buyers  snapped  up  10  houses — 
eight  of  them  for  more  than  $1  million. 

The  post-winter  rebound  contrasted 
with  January  sales,  when  only  four  de¬ 
tached  houses  changed  hands.  Five  resi¬ 
dential  properties  sold  in  February  the 
previous  year. 

The  average  sales  price  in  February 
was  more  than  $  1 .4  million,  according  to 
Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which  supplies  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  with  monthly  data  about 
residential  sales  in  the  neighborhood. 

Eager  buyers  wasted  little  time  in  con¬ 
summating  the  deal,  picking  up  their  keys 


in  less  than  three  weeks  after  seeing  the 
“For  Sale”  sign  appear  on  the  door.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  shoppers  keep  a  clamp  on  their 
wallets,  although  statistics  showed  that 
buyers  on  average  paid  only  99  percent 
of  the  seller’s  asking  price. 

Two  of  the  10  sales  were  indeed  below 
the  asking  price,  said  Zephyr  general 
manager  Randall  Kostick,  and  those 
homes  skewed  the  average.  One  property 
sold  for  20  percent  below  the  list  price, 
and  another  was  3  percent  lower.  The 
eight  others,  however,  sold  for  up  to  a  9 
percent  premium. 

Buyers  paid  $2.1  million  for  the  most 
expensive  detached  home,  a  3,700- 
square-foot,  two-bedroom,  1 '/2-bath  de¬ 
tached  home  in  the  3800  block  of  22nd 
Street  between  Noe  and  Castro  streets. 

Three  condominiums  sold  in  February, 
the  same  total  as  in  the  previous  month 
and  in  February  of  last  year.  Condo  buy¬ 
ers  paid  an  average  1 3  percent  premium 
and  closed  escrow  in  just  19  days. 

A  four-bedroom,  3'/2-bath  unit  in  the 
4800  block  of  25th  Street,  between  Grand 
View  Avenue  and  Fountain  Street,  com¬ 
manded  the  highest  price.  The  condo  sold 
for  $1,280,000.  ■ 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 
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Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average 

Price  (S)  Price  (S)  Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 
on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Feb.  2006 

10 

$827,500 

$2,100,000 

$1,415,650 

20 

99% 

Jan.  2006 

4 

$850,000 

$1,175,000 

$972,500 

65 

99% 

Feb.  2005 

5 

$880,000 

$1,355,000 

$1,103,300 

15 

124% 

Condominiums 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$640,000 

$1,280,000 

$1,050,000 

19 

113% 

Jan.  2006 

3 

$350,000 

$1,310,000 

$874,333 

48 

100% 

Feb.  2005 

3 

$575,000 

$931,000  . 

$785,333 

20 

120% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$1,150,000 

$2,156,000 

$1,592,167 

53 

103% 

Jan.  2006 

3 

$1,300,000 

$1,635,000 

$1,445,000 

46 

103% 

Feb.  2005 

2 

$1,305,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,402,500 

23 

104% 

5+  unit  buildings 

Feb.  2006 

1 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

118 

95% 

Jan.  2006 

0 

’  — 

— 

— 

—  .. 

— 

Feb.  2005 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures 

include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data. 

NW4/06 

Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
February  2006 

Average 
February  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

• 

Studio 

4 

O 

O 

o 

1 

w 

o 

o 

$1,075 /mo. 

$1,200 /mo. 

1 -bedroom 

19 

$1,300 -$2,500 

$1,609  /  mo. 

$1, 616/mo. 

2-bedroom 

20 

$1,750 -$3,500 

$2,358 /mo. 

$1,946 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

7 

$2,600  -  $4,800 

$3,671  /  mo. 

$2,871  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

1 

N/A 

$6,000  /  mo. 

$5,600  /  mo. 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  of  5 1  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  www.craigslist.com 

Feb.  27  to  March  16,  2006.  NW4/06 

COLDWELL  BANNER 

proudly  presents 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23rd  Street 

Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 

Offered  at  $699,000 


DOUG  DEVINE 

415.338.0223 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 

Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chef's  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 

Offered  at  $950,000 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 

415.338.0154 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDUieU. 

BANKER  □ 
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Kettle  Foods 

Tortilla  Chips 

select  varieties 
8  oz.  -reg  2.69 


Crystal  Geyser 

Sparkling  Mineral  Water 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 

3?  07  -ran  9  as 


RW  Knudsen  Juice  Sale 
2  for  $5.00 


all  flavors 

1.25  liter  -reg  1.19  +CRV 


890 


^  32  oz.  -reg  2.35 


$1.99 


Organic  Half  &  Half 

-reg  3.29 


Imagine  Foods 

Organic  Vegetable  Broths 


pOfQondnt  u  gakr 

Organic  Juices 

select  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  3  69  ♦CRV 


Organic  Chocolate  Milk 

$2.39  Simply  Nutritious  Juices 

Whipping  Cream 

8  oz.  16  oz. 

$1.69  $2.99 


all  varieties 
A  32  oz.  reg  3  39  ♦CRV 


Barbara's 

Puffin  Cereals  $2.99 

11-12  oz.  -reg  4.89  * 

Cheese  Puffs 

. .  $1.99 

Nathan's 

All  Beef  Franks 

16  oz.  -reg  4.99 


32  oz.  -reg  3.19 


2  for  $5 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Dark  Roast 
Costa  Rican  Beans 

16  oz.  -reg  7.99 


Low  Fat  Yogurt 

8  oz.  -reg  69c 

2  for  $1 


Juice  Blends 

select  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  3.29  *CRV 

All  2  for  $5 

Mix  &  Match 


$3.99 


$5.99 


(Haagen-Dcns) 


Sale  Prices  effective 
April  3  -  April  19,  2006 


Store  Hours: 
8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Oay! 


Haagen  Dazs 

Ice  Cream 

all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  3.99 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

Parking  Lot  ! 

ATM 


Rain  Coast 

Smoked  Wild 
Salmon 

4  oz.  -reg  7.99 

$5.99 

dk 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


2  for  $5 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards  _ 

Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  A  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and  other 
police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley"  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The 
February  2006  crime  log  was  culled  from  in¬ 
cident  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  Ingleside 
police  stations. 

Wednesday,  Feb.1 

Petty  Theft  from  Unlocked  Auto:  Reported 
4  p.m..  600  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  6  p.m., 
700  block  of  Grand  View  Avenue 
Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  8 
p.m.,  1100  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
11:30  p.m.,  1000  block  of  Noe  Street 

Friday,  Feb.  3 

Missing  Juvenile:  Reported  noon,  900 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building/Theft  by  Use 
of  Credit  Card:  Reported  12:45  p.m.,  600 
block  of  Douglass  Street 

Saturday,  Feb.  4 

Threats  Against  Life:  Reported  1  a.m.,  300 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street 
Grand  Theft  Pickpocket/Theft  by  Use  of 
Credit  Card:  Reported  3  p.m.,  3900  block  of 
24th  Street 

Sunday,  Feb.  5 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehi¬ 
cles:  Reported  10  p.m.,  100  block  of  Clipper 
Street 

Monday,  Feb.  6 

Burglary  of  Store,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported 
2  a.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  2 
a.m.,  23rd  and  Vicksburg  streets 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  1 
p.m.,  1300  block  of  Church  Street 
Threats  Against  Life:  Reported  3:55  p.m., 
24th  and  Guerrero  streets 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
5:30  p.m.,  27th  and  Church  streets 
Trespassing/Threats  Against  Life:  Re¬ 
ported  6  p.m.,  first  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 
Possession  of  Marijuana:  Reported  6:37 
p.m.,  2200  block  of  Castro  Street;  arrest 
Grand  Theft  from  a  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7  p.m.,  Hill  and  Sanchez  streets 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8  p.m.,  600  block  of  Duncan  Street 

Tuesday,  Feb.  7 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  8 
a.m.,  1000  block  of  Diamond  •Street 
Lost  Property:  Reported  8  a.m.,  1000  block 
of  Church  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto/Receiving 
Stolen  Property/Resisting  Arrest/Driver’s  Li¬ 
cense  Suspended  or  Revoked/Reckless  Dri¬ 
ving:  Reported  7  p.m.,  700  block  of  San  Jose 
Avenue 

Lost  Property:  Reported  10:30  p.m.,  Castro 
and  24th  streets 

Wednesday,  Feb.  8 

Threats  Against  Life:  Reported  9  a.m.,  200 
block  of  Jersey  Street 


Thursday,  Feb.  9 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Attempted 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  6  a.m.,  600  block  of 
Noe  Street 

Malicious  Mischief.  Vandalism/Suspicious 
Occurrence:  Reported  10  a.m.,  400  block  of 
Vicksburg  Street 

Possession  of  Marijuana:  Reported  1 1  a.m., 
600  block  of  Dolores  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Warrant  Arrest/Enroute  to  Outside  Juris¬ 
diction:  Reported  2:05  p.m.,  400  block  of  Jer¬ 
sey  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Grand  Theft  of  Property /Suspicious  Occur¬ 
rence:  Reported  2:54  p.m.,  100  block  of  Jer¬ 
sey  Street 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  4:49  p.m., 
Guerrero  and  26th  streets;  arrest 

Friday,  Feb.  10 

Robbery  on  the  Street  with  a  Gun:  Reported 
3:45  a.m.,  3600  block  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
Grand  Theft  Pickpocket/Theft  by  Use  of 
Credit  Card:  Reported  7:30  a.m.,  28th  and  Noe 
streets 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  5:25  p.m..  Day 
and  Dolores  streets;  arrest,  booked 

Petty  Theft  with  Prior:  Reported  6  p.m., 
3900  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest,  booked 

Saturday,  Feb.  11 

Violation  of  Restraining  Order:  Reported 
5:20  a.m.,  1100  block  of  Castro  Street 
Missing  Juvenile:  Reported  1  p.m.,  3600 
block  of  26th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
5:20  p.m.,  1  (K)  block  of  Chattanooga  Street  , 
Warrant  Arrest/Driver’s  License  Sus¬ 
pended  or  Revoked:  Reported  9:35  p.m.,  24th 
and  Vicksburg  streets;  arrest,  booked 

Sunday,  Feb.  12 

Lost  Property:  Reported  2  p.m.,  4500  block 
of  25th  Street 

Monday,  Feb.  13 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  8 
a.m.,  first  block  of  Hoffman  Avenue 

Tuesday,  Feb.  14 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  7:20  a.m..  100  block  of  Jersey 
Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  8 
a.m.,  4100  block  of  25th  Street 

Forgery,  False  Entries  in  Records  or  Re¬ 
turns:  Reported  2  p.m.,  1600  block  of  Church 
Street 

Driver’s  License,  Suspended  or  Revoked: 
Reported  2:55  p.m.,  3500  block  of  24th  Street; 
arrest 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  6:26  p.m.,  Clip¬ 
per  and  Castro  streets;  arrest,  booked 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1 1:30  p.m.,  900  block  of  Sanchez  Street 

Wednesday,  Feb.  15 

Check  Forgery,  Felony:  Reported  12:01 
a.m.,  3600  block  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street 

Thursday,  Feb.  16 

Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  3:32 
p.m.,  4200  block  of  22nd  street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  4  p.m.,  900  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 
Aggravated  Assault  with  Bodily  Force:  Re¬ 
ported  1 1 :49  p.m.,  300  block  of  Elizabeth 
Street;  arrest,  booked 

Friday,  Feb.  17 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
9  p.m.,  KM)  block  of  Chattanooga  Street 

Saturday,  Feb.  18 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  2 


We  feature  many  lines 

'  ft  ft  J  L  ft  ft  i 

including 

these  local  and 

Ladybuq  Ladybuq 

independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

Glug  Baby 

(415)  824-KISS 

Lisa's  Garden 

ladybugladybug.com 

Lotus 

p.m.,  300  block  of  27th  Street 
Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  1 0 
p.m.,  24th  and  Homestead  streets 

Robbery  of  a  Commercial  Establishment 
with  a  Gun:  Reported  10:15p.m.,  1500  block 
of  Guerrero  Street;  arrest,  booked 

Sunday,  Feb.  19 

Robbery  on  the  Street  with  a  Gun:  Reported 
1:10  a.m.,  600  block  of  Castro  Street 
Possession  of  Firecrackers:  Reported  2:22 
a.m.,  500  block  of  Dolores  Street;  arrest 
Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehi¬ 
cles:  Reported  3  p.m.,  3600  block  of  22nd 
Street 

Lost  Property:  Reported  4  p.m. ,24th  and 
Noe  streets 

Grand  Theft  Pursesnatch:  Reported  7:33 
p.m..  Homestead  and  24th  streets 

Monday,  Feb.  20 

Driver’s  License  Suspended  or  Revoked: 
Reported  12:27  a.m.,  Guerrero  and  Duncan 
streets;  arrest 

Petty  Theft  Shoplifting:  Reported  6:47 
p.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest 

Tuesday,  Feb.  21 

Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  12:33  a.m.,  4000  block  of  26th 
Street 

False  Evidence  of  Vehicle  Registration:  Re¬ 
ported  8:17  a.m.,  2300  block  of  Castro  Street 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  12:45 
p.m.,  1200  block  of  Noe  Street 

Petty  Theft  of  Property/Possession  of  Mar¬ 
ijuana/Conspiracy:  Reported  2:45  p.m.,  900 
block  of  Douglass  Street;  arrest 

Wednesday,  Feb.  22 

Fraudulent  Credit  Application:  Reported 
10  a.m.,  200  block  of  Grand  View  Avenue 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7  p.m..  Day  and  Sanchez  streets 

Aggravated  Assault  with  a  Deadly  Weapon: 
Reported  7:25  p.m.,  27th  and  Castro  streets 
Fraudulent  Credit  Application:  Reported 
8:30  p.m..  1000  block  of  Church  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
9  p.m.,  1500  block  of  Sanchez  Street, 

Safe  Burglary  of  a  Residence:  Reported  10 
p.m.,  100  block  of  Clipper  Street 

Thursday,  Feb.  23 

Driving  While  Under  the  Influence  of  Al¬ 
cohol:  Reported  12:10a.m. .4100  block  of  Ce¬ 
sar  Chavez;  arrest 

Attempted  Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Re¬ 
ported  3:10  p.m.,  first  block  of  Valley  Street 

Saturday,  Feb.  25 

Warrant  Arrest:  Reported  4:48  p.m.,  1800 
block  of  Church  Street;  arrest,.booked 
Possession  of  Marijuana:  Reported  6:49 
p.m.,  1 800  block  of  Church  Street;  arrest 

Sunday,  Feb.  26 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  12:56 
p.m.,  200  block  of  Day  Street 

Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  6  p.m.,  4000 


block  of  24th  Street 

Monday,  Feb.  27 

Grand  Theft  form  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
3  a.m.,  4300  block  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
5:30  p.m.,  24th  and  Noe  streets 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
9:30  p.m.,  700  block  of  San  Jose  Avenue 

Tuesday,  Feb.  28 

Suspicious  Person:  Reported  12:01  a.m., 
200  block  of  Fair  Oaks  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  9  a.m.,  3700  block  of  21st  Street 
Fraudulent  Credit  Application:  Reported 
3:18  a.m.,  first  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 


The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer  An¬ 
drew  Macllrath  for  providing  data  for  this 
month’s  Police  Beat. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants 
are  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  the 
Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the 
thi[d  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at 
Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose 
Avenue.  Mission  community  meetings 
are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630 
Valencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the  ’ 
Mission  Police  District)  may  phone 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mail 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sfca. us.  To 
report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or 
other  crimes,  call  Mission  Station’s  hot¬ 
line  at  575-4444.  For  online  reporting, 
go  to  www.sfgov.org/site/police. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sfca.  us. 

The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Sta¬ 
tion’s  daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail 
Captain  Paul  Chignell  at  PaulChignell 
@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency  situa¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco,  call  553-0123. 


Alvarado  Elementary  School 


RUMMAGE  SAIE 


April  22nd  and  23rd 

Saturday  9-3  and  Sunday  9  -V 

You  can  also  supoort  Alvarado 
by  donating  any  new  or  used: 

•  Furniture  _ ^ 

•  Kitchen  Items  ~~  O 

•  Toys 

•  Wearable  Clothing 

•  Sports  Equipment 

•  Books,  Tapes  and  CDs 

•  Tools,  etc. 

•  Any  item  in  clean  and  usable  condition 


NO  COMPUTERS  OR  STUFFED 
ANIMALS  PLEASE 

Bring  donations  to  the  school: 

Saturdays  -  April  8th  and  15th 
9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

ALVARADO  SCHOOL  CAFETERIA 

22nd  Street  at  Douglass 
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Thinking  of  Rotlvcorating. 


Trust  a  Company  With  1 0  Years  of  Experience 


/>o 

IT  f'Drapery  Works! 

415-330-9130 

We  come  to  you  and  handle  everything! 
From  design  to  product  selection  to  final 
installation.  We  value  the  Sun  and  your 
Views!  Draper y  Works!  specializes 
in  ,4U  window  coverings  including: 

•  Roman  Shades 

•  Custom  Draperies  &  Sheers 

•  Solar  Screens 

•  Silhouette®  Window  Treatments 

•  Custom  Bedding 

•  Luminette®  Privacy  Sheers 

•  Balloon  Shades  &  Tailored  Romans 

•  Wood  Blinds  «r 

•  Fabric  Valances 

•  And  more .... 


We  Come  To  You 


/> 

f 'Drapery  Works! 


Jolynn  Rodriguez 
415-330-9130 


Su  it/A/ On  Art  nee  %\0 ic  it/ /A  in y 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


AWARD  WINNING  PIZZA! 


Fine  Italian  Cuisine 

34tli  Anniversary  -  A  Family  Tradition  Since  1972 


415-647-1929 

ORDER  ONLINE  NOW!  iuivw.haystackpizza.com 

Open  Sunday  -Thursday  -  11:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  &  Saturday  -  11:30  a.m.  until  Midnight 

3881  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 


' Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there.  ® 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON.  ILLINOIS 


Did  you  call  Steve  about  placing 
your  ad  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  ? 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  recognized  as 
San  Francisco's  best  community 
newspaper.  Joining  us  is  easy  and 
affordable.  Just  call  415-239-1114. 
We'll  get  you  ready  to  go! 


Inspired  designs 
Italian  fabrics 
European  detailing 
Made  in  San  Francisco 


European  chic. 

For  today’s  urban  lifestyles. 


4<B?  24th  St 
41 5-641 -440? 
rikifa5hion.com 


ranclsco  •  Berkeley  •  Davis  •  Sacramento 
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Alligators,  Old  Mink  &  New  Money 

The  Houtte  Sisters 
Tell  a  Vintage 
Tale  from 
Opposite  Coasts 

By  Olivia  Boler 

Vintage  clothing  addicts,  take  note:  If 
you  spend  an  inordinate  chunk  of 
your  free  time  scouring  flea  markets  for 
those  perfect  pair  of  jeans  or  those  glit¬ 
tering  chandelier  earrings  that  will  make 
your  ex  wish  he  wasn't,  there’s  a  new 
memoir.  Alligators,  Old  Mink  &  New 
Money:  One  Woman' s  Adventures  in  Vin¬ 
tage  Clothing,  that  is  just  the  ticket  for  a 
virtual  shopping  fix. 

The  book,  published  by  William  Mor¬ 
row  in  December,  was  co-written  by  Noe 
Valley  resident  Melissa  Houtte  and  her 
sister  Alison  Houtte,  the  owner  of  Hooti 
Couture,  an  extremely  successful  vintage 
clothing  boutique  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

For  those  who  know  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  Pucci  and  Gucci,  the  story  of  Ali¬ 
son’s  love  affair  with  clothes — both  old 
and  new,  but  mostly  old — may  open  a 
new  trunk  full  of  trade  secrets.  But  Alli¬ 
gators  also  has  a  rags-to-riches  theme.  It 
traces  Alison’s  path,  from  her  humble,  ru¬ 
ral  Floridian  beginnings,  to  her  glam 
fashion  modeling  career,  to  her  ultimate 
splash  in  the  small  business  world. 

The  sisters  tell  the  tale  by  hanging  it  on 
the  hangers,  so  to  speak,  of  the  vintage 
clothes  Alison  has  worn  and  loved.  “It’s 
part  adventure  story,  part  love  story — 
clothes  passion,  that  is— and  part  com¬ 
edy,”  says  Melissa,  who  did  the  bulk  of 
the  writing. 

Scattered  throughout  the  book  are  tips 
on  shopping  vintage,  from  how  to  spot 
collectible  designer  labels  to  how  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  a  better  price  with  a  seller.  Of 
course,  the  book  also  chronicles  the  not 
so  enchanting  side  of  vintage  retail — 
slogging  through  musty  closets,  dealing 
with  obnoxious  customers,  and  suddenly 
needing  to  move  the  shop’s  location  when 
the  landlord  declines  to  renew  the  lease. 

Melissa,  who  lives  on  Eureka  Street 
with  her  husband,  Bob  Doyle  (and  their 
4-year-old  black  lab  mix,  Ernie),  says  the 
idea  for  the  memoir  came  from  all  the 
time  she’s  spent  in  her  sister’s  New  York 
store,  which  opened  in  the  mid-1990s. 
“Every  time  I  visited,  I  met  some  of  her 
customers  who  love  vintage  clothes  and 
accessories  and  who  were  always  looking 
for  the  next  great  item.  And  I  realized  [Al¬ 
ison]  had  figured  out  how  to  tap  into  a  di¬ 
verse  and  very  hip  audience.” 

The  first  chapter  begins  with  narrator 
Alison  recounting  her  parents’  history 
and  her  mother’s  influence  on  her  sense 
of  style.  Alison,  45,  is  the  youngest  of  five 
sisters  and  one  brother,  and  Melissa,  55, 
is  the  oldest. 

Fortunately,  capturing  her  little  sister’s 
voice  wasn’t  that  difficult.  “Maybe  it 
helps  that  many  people  say  we  are  quite 

TIPS  ON  SHOPPING  VINTAGE 

from  Melissa  and  Alison  Houtte 

♦  “If  the  word  ’estate’  is  used,  you 
will  generally  pay  more  than  at  a 
garage  sale.” 

♦  “Make  sure  a  zipper  works,  unless 
you’re  very  handy  with  a  sewing  1 
machine.” 

♦  “The  quick  fix  for  a  purse  handle” 
is  an  old  belt. 

♦  “If  the  underarms  of  a  piece  are 
heavily  stained. .  .keep  moving.” 

♦  “Old  fake  furs  are  much  more 
durable  than  the  real  thing.” 

♦  “If  something  appears  clean  but 
has  even  a  hint  of  mustiness, 

Febreze  is  a  quick,  easy  fix.” 


Sisters  Melissa  and  Alison  Houtte  (right)  have  different  styles,  but  they  shared  the  same 
thread  when  writing  about  Alison's  passion  for  vintage  clothing.  Photo  by  Caroline  Krenik 


alike  and  sound  alike,  although  Alison  is 
even  more  animated  and  high-energy 
than  I  am,”  Melissa  says.  She  does  admit 
that  occasionally  Alison  would  read 
chapter  drafts  and  say  with  a  laugh, 
“Melissa,  I  would  never  use  this  word  in 
a  thousand  years!”  or  “This  doesn’t  sound 
like  me.”  But  in  the  end,  big  sis  got  it 
right,  as  Alison’s  friends  and  customers 
confirm. 

The  sisters  sold  their  book  proposal  in 
June  2004,  and  had  about  six  months  to 
pull  together  the  finished  product.  Be¬ 
cause  they  live  on  opposite  coasts, 
Melissa  sometimes  got  up  at  6:30  a.m.  to 
interview  her  sister  before  Alison  had  to 
get  to  the  shop  for  its  11  a.m.  Eastern 
Time  opening.  A  freelance  writer  since 
2001— and  a  seasoned  journalist  and  au¬ 
thor  before  that — Melissa  works  in  a 
home  office  looking  out  onto  her  garden. 

The  phone  interviews  worked  well,  but 
the  sisters  did  find  it  necessary  to  meet  in 
person  too,  so  Alison  once  flew  out  to  San 
Francisco.  On  this  trip,  she  discovered 
Guys  and  Dolls,  the  vintage  clothing  store 
on  24th  Street  owned  by  Graciela  Ron- 
coni  (she  also  owns  Vendima  at  24th  and 
Castro).  The  story  of  Alison’s  shopping 
adventure  there  made  it  into  the  book  un¬ 
der  a  chapter  titled,  “The  Thrill  of  the 
Hunt:  Scavenging  for  a  Deal.”  (See  ex¬ 
cerpt,  starting  at  right.) 

Since  the  book’s  publication,  the 
Houttes  have  heard  from  many  readers 
who  appreciated  the  fairy-tale  aspect  of 
the  story.  Many  of  them,  particularly 
women,  dream  of  opening  their  own  vin¬ 
tage  stores  someday. 

Melissa’s  future  plans  include  writing 
more  books,  but  for  now  she’s  concen¬ 
trating  on  talking  up  Alligators.  The  hard¬ 
back  United  Kingdom/Austfalia  edition 
just  came  out,  and  the  paperback  will  be 
published  in  the  fall.  She’s  also  busy 
building  a  web  site,  www.hooticouture 
.com,  where  photos  of  the  New  York 
store,  Alison’s  modeling  career,  and  their 
stylish  mother  can  be  found. 

As  for  her  own  style,  Melissa  admits 
she  dresses  a  little  more  conservatively 
than  her  younger  sister,  although  she’s 
fond  of  a  faux  leopard  print  bag,  a  gift  Al¬ 
ison  gave  her  in  the  1980s  that  has  be¬ 
come  vintage  over  time.  “Working  out  of 
my  home  office  with  regular  jaunts  to 
Fort  Funston  with  my  dog,  my  wardrobe 
is  usually  limited  to  jeans,  sweaters,  and 
a  pair  of  Campers  or  Adidas,”  she  says 
with  a  laugh. 

On  April  20,  Melissa  Houtte  and  Graciela 
Ronconi  will  hold  a  "vintage  get-together.” 
Called  “A  Passion  for  Everyday  Vintage: 
An  Informal  Chat,  "  it  will  he  from  7  to  8 
p.m.  at  Vendima,  at  4100  24th  Street.  They 
will  he  talking  about  all  things  vintage,  and 
autographed  books  also  will  he  available 
for  purchase. 


Alison  Houttes 
Adventure  in 
Guys  &  Dolls 

This  story  about  fashion  hound  Alison 
Houttes  visit  to  24th  Street  in  2004 
appears  in  the  book  Alligators,  Old 
Mink  &  New  Money,  written  by  Noe 
Valley  resident  Melissa  Houtte  with  her 
sister  Alison. 

I  stood  in  the  doorway  of  the  little  vin¬ 
tage  clothing  store  on  24th  Street  in 
San  Francisco,  and  already  I  could  feel 
the  adrenaline  pumping,  as  if  I  was 
about  to  meet  a  blind  date  whose 
resume  promised  a  cross  between  Pierce 
Brosnan’s  James  Bond  and  Ethan  Hawke 
straight  from  the  set  of  Before  Sunrise. 

I  had  come  to  Guys  &  Dolls  for  two 
reasons:  I’m  always  curious  to  see  how 
other  vintage  sellers  run  their  busi¬ 
nesses — how  they  display,  what  kind  of 
pricing  and  tagging  they  have;  and 
which  product  categories  are  a  priority 
within  their  space.  And,  just  as  impor¬ 
tantly,  I  need  to  see  if  there  is  anything 
I  can’t  live  without — something  that 
makes  me  feel  beautiful,  sexy  or  even 
outrageoas,  while  helping  me  sell  my 
vintage  message  at  Hooti  and  anywhere 
else  I  go.  I  don’t  wear  or  carry  some¬ 
thing  vintage  every  day  of  my  life,  but 
the  totally  no-vintage  days  are  rare. 

I  have  left  many  shops  empty- 
handed,  because  of  ridiculous  prices  or 


tired  merchandise,  but  almost  instantly 
my  inner-vintage  voice  told  me  that 
wouldn’t  be  the  case  today.  First,  there 
was  the  matter  of  leopard.  Guys  & 
Dolls  has  leopard-print  carpet  on  the 
floor  and  leopard-print  velvet  curtains 
on  the  dressing  room.  The  owner  and  I 
must  be  kindred  spirits,  I  thought,, 
bound  by  a  passion  for  swirls  and  spots 
of  black,  tan  and  orange. 

A  quick  glance  at  a  few  tags  told  me 
the  shop’s  prices  were  comforting, 
too — every  bit  as  affordable  as  Hooti’s, 
if  not  more  so.  And  even  though  the 
owner  had  sprinkled  several  new  vin¬ 
tage-style  items  in  among  her  old 
pieces,  she  had  done  it  right.  The  store, 
small  as  it  was,  had  as  much  electricity 
as  any  Emilio  Pucci  purse  or  silk 
undies.  And,  while  most  of  the  labels 
reflected  West  Coast  designers  and 
stores,  the  merchandise  was  classic  vin¬ 
tage,  as  likely  to  have  been  discovered 
in  a  Seattle  attic  as  the  barn  of  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  horse  farm.  I  was  in  heaven. 

Was  that  the  owner  behind  the 
counter?  Maybe,  but  we  hadn’t  made 
eye  contact,  so  an  introduction  could 
wait.  I  wanted  to  shop  first  and  talk 
shop  later. 


Alligators, 
Old  Mink.  &> 
Hew  MpNEY 
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Ti/omunV 
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I  headed  straight  for  the  first  thing 
that  caught  my  eye,  a  rack  with  maybe 
thirty  beaded  sweaters,  suits  and  jack¬ 
ets,  all  carefully  marked  as  to  condition 
and  estimated  size.  I  started  pulling  sev¬ 
eral  suits  that  might  fit  me,  and  as  I  * 
ooohed  and  aaahed,  Graciela  Ronconi, 
wearing  a  handknitted  orange-and- 
green  Fifties  poncho-like  jacket, 
watched  this  feeding  frenzy  and  smiled. 
Finally,  I  introduced  myself  as  a  fellow 


CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  22 
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Alison’s  Adventures 
On  24th  Street 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  21 

shop  owner  from  Brooklyn  who  also 
loved  leopard  and  was  ecstatic  to  have 
found  her  shop.  We  chatted  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  when  a  young  woman 
came  into  the  shop  to  buy  a  pair  of 
fifties  eyeglass  frames  she’d  seen  earlier, 

I  resumed  my  hunt. 

The  first  suit  that  worked  was  a 
camel-colored  forties  gabardine,  a  bit 
worn,  but  a  near-perfect  fit,  though  not 
for  long  if  I  picked  up  even  three  or 
four  pounds.  I  particularly  loved  the 
amber-colored  buttons  and  the  lines  of 
the  pencil  skirt,  which  had  an  unusual 
small  centered  pleat.  The  satin  label  was 
a  first  for  me:  Tailored  by  Saks  of  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Despite  a  small  hole  on  the 
front  of  the  jacket,  near  the  hem,  this 
would  be  a  great  weekend  outfit  for  the 
shop.  The  price:  $85. 

Next  came  a  very  unusual  chocolate- 
bronze  forties  suit  with  embossed  flow¬ 
ers  in  the  same  color.  The  satiny  fabric, 
something  that  could  easily  work  for 
day  or  night,  was  in  good  condition. 
This  outfit  had  two  labels,  one  for  the 
shop  that  sold  it — "Nelly  Gaffney,  San 
Francisco  and  Burlingame” — and  one 
for  the  designer — "Coppola  Designs, 
Deitsch,  Wersba  &  Coppola.”  Again,  I 
had  never  heard  of  these  folks  or  the 
store.  But  I  loved  the  details:  cham¬ 
pagne  silk  lining  and  the  jacket’s  six 
original  brown  faux-crystal  buttons. 
Overall  condition:  very  good.  Price:  $88. 

The  next  suit — I  was  a  little  out  of 
control  at  this  point — had  been  “Styled 
by  Gino,  Ridge  Park  Fashions,  Inc., 
New  York  City.”  Whenever  I  see  a  label 
like  this,  I  can’t  help  but  wonder:  Was 


there  ever  a  real  Gino  or  Dino,  or  did 
someone  simply  think  that  an  Italian 
name  would  add  cache  to  the  brand? 
The  suit  had  wear  and  tear,  but  I  could 
look  past  that  because  the  “look”  was 
irresistible,  especially  the  three-quarter 
sleeves  with  winglike  cuffs  and  the  most 
distinctive  little  hip  pockets  that  were 
just  big  enough  for  a  very  small  hankie. 
Each  pocket  was  trimmed  with  two  V- 
shaped  flaps  that  were  topped  by  a 
short  vertical  row  of  gray  buttons.  The 
skirt  was  not  quite  a  pencil  shape;  all 
the  lining  was  a  blush-colored  silk. 

Price:  $78. 


Alison  Houtte,  shown  in  the  Lilli  Ann  coat* 
and-dress  set  she  scored  at  Guys  and  Dolls 
on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Rod  Spicer 


As  I  laid  the  must-buys  on  the 
counter,  Graciela  began  to  write  up  my 
purchases,  generously  knocking  ten 
dollars  off  each  suit,  though  I  had  not 
asked  if  prices  were  negotiable.  Then  I 
spotted  what  was  probably  my  best  vin¬ 
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tage  purchase  of  2004,  a  coat-and-dress 
set  in  three  shades  of  gray  with  a  Lilli 
Ann  Knit  label.  Lillian  Schuman  had 
started  a  design  company  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Adolph,  in  San  Francisco  back  in 
the  thirties,  and  for  decades  they  pro¬ 
duced  many  beautifully  detailed  pieces, 
particularly  wool  coats  and  suits,  often 
trimmed  with  fur.  Their  work  has  aged 
well  and  many  designs  have  become 
still-affordable  collectibles.  But  when 
customers  first  asked  if  Hooti  had  any 
Lilli  Ann,  I  didn’t  know  who  they  were 
talking  about.  Now  I’m  always  on  the 
lookout,  especially  for  her  forties  and' 
fifties  designs.  But  this  outfit  is  newer, 
probably  mid-  to  late  sixties,  and  it  is  as 
elegant  as  anything  I’ve  ever  touched  in 
a  double-knit. 

What  gives  this  design  its  drama  is  its 
simplicity  and  its  fur:  A  six-inch  band 
of  pale  gray  fox  cuffs  three-quarter  bell 
sleeves  on  the  coat.  But  these  aren’t  just 
any  sleeves,  because  the  underseam  has 
been  left  unstitched — giving  the  sleeves 
a  capelike  flow  when  I  walk.  The  solid 
gray  collarless  dress — with  the  slightest 
A-line — buttons  all  the  way  down  the 
front  and  is  finished  with  a  contrasting 
band  of  darker  gray  fabric  around  the 
bottom — the  same  dark  gray  as  the 
outer  coat.  The  pockets  are  hidden  in 
the  seams,  so  there  is  nothing  to  dis¬ 
tract  from  the  clean  lines,  beyond  four 
big  ridged  gray  buttons  on  the  dress. 

The  minute  I  put  it  on,  I  felt  like  a 
sixties-era  couture  model,  ready  to  walk 
the  walk.  And  I  knew  that  the  minute 
the  temperatures  plummeted  for  the 
first  time  in  Brooklyn,  I  would  be  out 
and  about,  happy  to  share  my  new  vin¬ 
tage  find  with  the  world.  Graciela’s 
price:  $140,  discounted  to  $125. 

My  shopping — for  me — was  done 
for  this  winter.  No  matter  how  hard  I 
hunted,  I  knew  I  could  not  top  this. 


Six  weeks  after  I  found  my  Lilli  Ann, 
it  was  twenty-five  degrees  out  the 
night  she  made  her  neighborhood 
debut. 

My  girlfriend  Jay  and  I  had  planned 
a  gotta-catch-up  dinner  at  a  favorite 
Italian  restaurant  in  Prospect  Heights, 
and  I  had  been  dying  to  give  the  coat 
and  dress  a  “test  drive” — to  see  what 
accessories  would  work  best  and  if  alter¬ 
ations  were  necessary.  I  paired  the  outfit 
with  black  Ralph  Lauren  equestrian- 
style  flat-heeled,  knee-height  boots,  and 
for  extra  warmth  and  one  more  shot  of 
pizzazz,  I  added  leopard-print  rabbit- 
fur  cuffs  at  the  top  of  the  boots — a  nice 
counterpoint  to  all  the  gray.  I  finished 
the  look  with  a  tiny  new  faux-mink 
purse  with  a  Chanel-style  chain  and  a 
large  black-mink  pin  on  the  dress,  com¬ 
pleting  the  black  accent  that  had  begun 
with  the  boots. 

Early  for  our  dinner  reservation,  Jay 
and  I  stopped  first  at  Pieces,  a  hot  bou¬ 
tique  on  Vanderbilt  Avenue  that’s 
owned  by  one  of  the  most  stylish  cou¬ 
ples  in  Park  Slope,  Letitia  and  Calvin 
Smith.  I  know  Letitia  because  of 
mutual  friends,  but  we’ve  never  had 
time  to  talk  business  or  clothes. 

Tonight,  in  an  instant,  that  changed. 

“I  need  that  coat  you’re  wearing  right 
now,”  she  announced,  laughing  as  she, 
Jay  and  I  all  took  a  few  moments  to 
savor  my  slice  of  the  past.  Then  Letitia 
got  serious:  “How  much  is  the  coat? 
When  are  you  putting  it  in  the  shop?” 

I  smiled  and  shook  my  head.  “This 
one’s  not  for  sale,”  I  said. 

Printed  with  permission  from  Alison 
Houtte  and  Melissa  Houte’s  Alligators, 
Old  Mink  &  New  Money:  One 
Woman’s  Adventures  in  Vintage 
Clothing  (New  York:  William  Morrow, 

2005). 
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www.sparkconstruction.com 

Full  Service  Since  1987  |  License  #546094 
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Islais  Creek:  From 
Stream  to  Sewer 

From  its  source  on  the  southern 
slope  of  Twin  Peaks,  the  north 
fork  of  Islais  Creek  begins  its 
existence  as  a  charming  little  rivulet, 
a  nostalgic  bit  of  nature  tumbling  south¬ 
east  through  Glen  Canyon  Park.  By  the 
time  it  hits  San  Francisco  Bay,  the  creek 
has  been  bullied  through  culverts  and 
buried  beneath  streets,  emerging  finally 
in  the  Bayview  as  a 
sewer-choked  channel 
bearing  little  resem¬ 
blance  to  anything  natural.  The  geo¬ 
graphic  distance  between  Glen 
Canyon’s  urban  oasis  and  the  Bay- 
view’s  “S— t  Creek”  (an  unfortunate 
nickname  from  the  1950s)  is  short — 
approximately  three  miles.  The  transfor¬ 
mative  journey  taken  by  Islais  Creek, 
however,  is  nothing  short  of  remarkable. 

To  grasp  the  dramatic  alterations 
foisted  upon  Islais  Creek,  consider  the 
journey  of  a  single  drop  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  rainwater. 

After  landing  on  Twin  Peaks,  the 
droplet  rolls  down  towards  Glen  Park, 
enters  the  canyon,  and  joins  with  other 
flows  of  water  to  form  Islais  Creek 
(likely  named  for  the  Indian  word  is-lay, 
meaning  wild  cherry).  Up  to  this  point, 
the  drop  has  generally  followed  its  natu¬ 
ral  course,  moving  in  much  the  same 
manner  as  rain  falling  on  Twin  Peaks 
since  time  immemorial. 

Within  Glen  Canyon,  the  drop  is 
exposed  to  a  mixture  of  endemic  and 
invasive  species  of  plants  and  animals, 
yet  the  overall  experience  remains  quite 
natural.  As  the  drop  continues  its  jour¬ 
ney  southeast  towards  the  lower  section 
of  the  park,  it  courses  through  a 
medieval  battlefield  of  Rain  Bird  sprin¬ 
kler  flags  entrenched  in  the  banks  of  the 
creek,  signifying  the  location  of  freshly 
planted  myrtles,  shrubs,  elderberries, 
and  other  native  plants — signs  of  con¬ 
tinued  efforts  to  improve  the  natural 
environment. 


Within  sight  of  the  Glen  Canyon 
Recreation  Center,  the  drop  plummets 
suddenly  into  a  storm  drain.  Heretofore, 
the  drop  has  followed  a  path  relatively 
unimpeded  by  the  whims  of  mankind. 
However,  once  the  drop  plunges  into 
the  culvert,  it  leaves  behind  any  sem¬ 
blance  of  its  natural  course  and  surren¬ 
ders  itself  to  modernity.  Having  been 
thrust  underground  into  a  culvert,  the 
droplet  now  becomes  part  of  a  subter¬ 
ranean  concrete  river  flowing  roughly 
along  the  path  of  northbound  280. 

At  this  point,  we  should  set  aside  the 
droplet’s  epic  journey  for  a  moment  and 
discuss  a  bit  of  San  Francisco  history, 
specifically  the  reason  for  Islais  Creek’s 
unceremonious  burial.  In  the  1870s,  the 
area  around  Islais  Creek  was  known  as 
Butchertown  due  to  the  large  number  of 
slaughterhouses  operating  there:  The 
meat  packers  used  the  creek  as  a  reposi¬ 
tory  for  blood  and  offal.  Meanwhile,  the 
neighborhoods  surround¬ 
ing  Butchertown  also 
dumped  garbage  and 
human  waste  into  the  ravine.  Combined, 
these  practices  left  the  stream  somewhat 
less  than  pristine,  earning  Islais  Creek 
the  moniker  “S— t  Creek”  and  com¬ 
pelling  city  officials  to  build  a  culvert  to 
swallow  up  the  whole  mess.  Today,  the 
ancestral  Islais  watershed  is  nowhere  to 
be  found,  which  means  the  drop  of  Twin 
Peaks  water  now  moves  through  a 
cement  pastiche  of  Islais  Creek. 

Towards  the  end  of  its  voyage  across 
southeast  San  Francisco,  we  find  the 
droplet  being  deposited  into  the  Islais 
Creek  Channel,  an  artificial  creation 
near  the  intersection  of  Cesar  Chavez 
and  Third  streets  bearing  no  relation  to 
the  former  outlet  of  Islais  Creek. 

After  being  thrust  underground  and 
shoved  into  a  canal,  the  droplet  of  Islais 
Creek  water  suffers  one  final  indignity 
before  being  dumped  into  the  Bay.  As  a 
result  of  a  failed  attempt  by  Muni  to  run 
a  conduit  underneath  the  channel  in 
2001,  the  sewer  main  beneath  Islais 
Creek  ruptured  and  flooded  the  channel 
with  sewage,  a  catastrophe  which  still 
plagues  the  stream.  In  essence,  the 
droplet  ends  its  journey  being  dragged 
through  the  sewer. 

The  physical  changes  experienced  by 
Islais  Creek  from  its  source  to  its  outlet 
are,  unfortunately,  representative  of  the 
treatment  of  waterways  throughout  San 
Francisco.  Of  the  nine  streams  present 
in  San  Francisco,  almost  all  have  been 
diverted  or  forced  through  culverts. 


The  paucity  of  naturally  flowing 
water  in  San  Francisco  makes  Glen 
Canyon  Park’s  Islais  Creek  all  the  more 
exceptional,  for  it  is  one  of  the  last  natu¬ 
rally  occurring,  unobstructed 
streambeds  in  the  entire  city.  One  can 
hope  the  stream’s  uniqueness  within  an 
urban  setting  will  serve  as  an  example 
of  the  beauty  of  conservation,  perhaps 
one  day  making  Islais  Creek  not  the 
only  one  of  its  kind. 

Kevin  Culler  is  a  freelance  writer  based 
in  Oakland.  His  work  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  California  Wild,  Bay  Nature, 
Glen  Park  News,  and  Not  for  Tourists. 
Previously,  he  worked  as  an  elementary 
school  teacher  in  the  East  Bay. 


By  Kevin  Cutler 


Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 


LET  BYLINES  BE  BYLINES 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 
Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send 
e-mail  submissions. to  bylines@ 
noevalleyvoice.com.  Please 
include  your  name,  address,  and 
phone  number.  Thank  you. 
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April  Showers  bring  Easter  flowers. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


100%  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


Send  the  Spring  Blossoms™  bouquet 
for  Easter  Sunday. 


Fresh  and  beautiful  flowers 
spring  from  this  charming 
embossed  lattice-weave 
ceramic  planter  with  a  tulip  motif. 


Truly  a  vibrant  sign  of  spring 
and  a  great  gift  to  share. 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


d)u  it 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions.  _ 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herd's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24tli  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENEBAI  C0NTBACT0B 


New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542  License  #  706747 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com  Quality  construction  since  1985 


Debra  Gurriere 


REALTOR® 

YOUR  URBAN  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIALIST 

415.901.2801 

dgurriere@ubayp.com 

0^  urban  bay 


FAMILY  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 

FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


Call  for  Consultation 
4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  415'285-7007 
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Food  and  Flamingos  at 
Cover  to  Cover 

Meet  two  authors  (and  have  a  snack)  at 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  this  month. 
On  Saturday,  April  15,  at  7  p.m., 
renowned  illustrator  Calef  Brown  signs 
copies  of  his  new  collection  of  paintings 
and  poems.  Flamingos  on  the  Roof.  "We 
have  known  and  loved  Calef’s  stuff  for 
years,”  says  store  co-ownerTracy  Wynne. 

The  following  week,  Sharon  Smith 
presents  her  cookbook.  Savoring  San 
Francisco ,  a  collection  of  recipes  gath¬ 
ered  from  San  Francisco  eateries.  The 
best  news  for  food  lovers?  Samples  will 
be  on  hand.  Smith's  reading  and  tasting 
will  begin  at  7  p.m.  on  Friday,  April  21. 

Cover  to  Cover  is  located  at  1 307  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  near  24th  Street.  Call  282-8080 
for  more  information. 

Flow  Does  Your  Garden  Grow? 

Don’t  be  modest!  The  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  is  sponsoring  the  First-ever  Noe 
Valley  Garden  Tour  on  Saturday,  June  3, 
and  organizers  need  residents  to  show  off 
their  gardens.  According  to  Friends  Pres¬ 
ident  Richard  May,  if  all  goes  as  planned, 
the  neighborhood’s  finest  trees,  blooms, 
and  shrubs  will  be  featured  along  the 
route.  “We  really  are  looking  for  folks  to 
volunteer.  The  theme  will  be  ‘Secret  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Noe  Valley,’”  he  notes. 

If  you're  willing  to  have  your  garden 
on  the  tour,  don’t  think  you  have  to  do  it 
alone,  he  says.  Volunteers  will  staff  each 
garden  so  that  the  responsibility  doesn’t 
fall  solely  on  the  owner. 

The  purpose  of  the  tour  is  to  raise 
money  to  help  pay  for  aesthetic  improve¬ 
ments  on  24th  Street  that  will  comple¬ 
ment  the  work  of  the  newly-formed  Noe 
Valley  Community  Benefit  District 
(CBD).  Right  now,  most  of  the  CBD’s 
money  is  going  toward  cleaning  and 
maintenance,  and  there  isn’t  enough  left 
over  for  beautification.  May  says. 

Photos  of  the  gardens  on  the  tour  will 
be  printed  in  a  2007  calendar,  which  will 
also  be  sold  to  raise  funds.  Those  inter¬ 
ested  in  revealing  their  gardens  should 
contact  May  at  206-0231,  Beth  Daecher 
at  hdaecher@pachell.net,  or  Eden  Hal¬ 
bert  at  eden@garden-of.com. 

A  Romance  to  Sing  About 

The  love  story  is  200  years  old,  but  the 
show  celebrating  it  is  brand  new.  Noe 
Valley  composer  Candace  Forest’s  long- 
anticipated  musical  Viva  Concha !  Rose  of 
the  Presidio  will  premiere  at  8  p.m.  on 
Friday,  May  5.  “I  started  writing  this 
show  10  years  ago,  and  I’m  very  happy 


to  finally  be  under  way,”  says  Forest,  who 
is  also  producing  the  event. 

The  musical  celebrates  the  1806  love 
affair  between  Concha  Arguello,  the 
daughter  of  the  commandant  of  the  Span¬ 
ish  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  and  Russ¬ 
ian  explorer  Nikolai  Rezanov.  “It’s  a 
story  in  California  history  that  shows  the 
beginnings  of  crosscultural  affairs,  inter¬ 
national  relations,  women’s  rights,  and, 
most  importantly,  the  enduring  power  of 
love,”  says  Forest.  Additional  perfor¬ 
mances  will  take  place  Saturday,  May  6, 
at  8  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  March  7,  at  3  p.m. 

The  showcase  will  be  held  at  the  Vic¬ 
toria  Theatre,  296 1  1 6th  Street.  Viva  Con¬ 
cha's  international  cast  of  23  includes 
award-winning  opera  singers  as  well  as 
Bay  Area  cabaret  performers.  Soprano 
Aimee  Puentes  will  perform  the  role  of 
Concha,  and  Codrut  Birsan,  a  tenor  from 
Romania,  will  appear  as  Rezanov.  Forest 
notes  that  Noe  Valley  designers  Connie 
Walkershaw  and  Liz  Terbolizard  are  do¬ 
ing  the  costumes,  assisted  by  Church 
Street  resident  Michelle  Driscoll. 

Tickets  are  $20  to  $30  and  are  avail¬ 
able  online  at  www.victoriatheatre.org. 
For  more  information,  call  648-8471  or 
visit  www.  vi  vac  one  ha  .com. 


WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hendel  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendel,  Real  Estate  Agent 


Sci-Fi  Series  at  New  College 

Fans  of  science  fiction  will  love  the 
new  monthly  sci-fi  readings  and  discus¬ 
sions  sponsored  by  New  College  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  whose  Mission  campus  is  just  a 
couple  of  blocks  from  Noe  Valley.  The 
readings,  which  each  feature  two  writers, 
are  curated  by  New  College  teachers 
Adam  Comford  and  Terry  Bisson,  both  of 
whom  are  also  award-winning  writers. 

On  Tuesday,  April  18,  Rudy  Rucker 
and  Jbhn  Shirley  (whom  the  organizers 
call  “cyperpunk  pioneers”)  will  read  at  7 
p.m.  at  the  New  College  Valencia  Theater, 
located  at  777  Valencia  Street  near  19th 
Street.  Admission  is  $4  for  the  public  or 
free  to  the  New  College  community. 

Future  events  are  being  planned  for 
May  16  and  June  13.  To  find  out  more  or 
get  details  about  May  and  June  readings, 
e-mail  tb@terrybisson.com. 

AIDS  Requiem's 
West  Coast  Premiere 

“The  struggle  continues,  there  are  too 
many  of  us  still  dying,  there  are  people 
still  getting  it,  there  is  no  cure,  and  the 
survivors  are  still  grieving  over  their 
friends  and  loved  ones,”  says  Golden 
Gate  Men’s  Chorus  Director  Joseph  Jen¬ 
nings,  explaining  why  his  50-voice  cho¬ 
rus  will  present  the  West  Coast  premiere 
of  Memento  Mori:  An  AIDS  Requiem,  by 
James  Adler. 

The  chorus  will  perform  the  nine- 
movement  program,  which  is  loosely 
based  on  the  Roman  Catholic  requiem,  on 
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Top  Producer  -  President's  Elite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(415) 338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


Cf 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 


Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arkors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wketker  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
kome.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  ligkting, 
maintenance  and  arkorist  services. 

Visit  our  skowroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Val  encia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  415-824-1872. 

LIC  #825875 


STILL  Ihe 
BEST  frome  shop 
in  Son  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Anniversary 


PERSONAL,  STEP  BY  STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 


D  Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Liberty  St 


Howard  St. 


-|  Gift  certificates  available, 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  415  826-2321 


Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule) 


SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 


www.backtothepicture.com 
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CJ  3932  -  24th  Street 
4  IS.  34 1.8442 


ijV-1 


Sat  10-7  45 

Sun-SMon  12-5 
fues-Eri  11-7 


‘Your  Source  for  J4mazing  Cfifts, 
Accessories  &  (Home  (Decor 

Expanded  Jewelry  Section! 

^  Bring  this  ad  in  and  receive  10%  off  all  Jewelry 

One  coupon  per  customer  please. 


KIKIYO 


personal  training 
and  yoga  studio 

iveij/te  kiki-yo.com 
phone  (415)587-5454 

605  B  Chenery  Street 
near  Glen  Park  Village,  5F 


*  Iyengar  *  Ashtanga  *  Personal  Training  *  Pilates  Mat  * 
Morning  &  Evening  Classes  *  Friendly  Teachers 


M0LUE  STONE'S* 


MARKETS 


TOW 


Tower  Market 

635  Portola  Drive 
(415)  664-1600 


Grand  Central  Market 

2435  California  Street 
(415)  567-4902 


Your  Local  Grocer  for  Fresh  Meat,  Seafood,  Poultry,  Produce,  Deli  &  Catering 


garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 
- • - 

I  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 

on-the-spot, garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 


•  Balance  and  unity 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


(fully  documented  design  also  available) 

— • - 

/>  415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.glorydesign.com 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


gjOT '  ...  ‘  \ 


Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 


25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 


(415) 642- 


-Foundations 

-Additions 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 


LAW  OFFICES 


Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

‘Living’  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 


PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 


Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 
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Sunday,  April  30,  at  4  p.m.,  and  again  on 
Tuesday,  May  2,  at  8  p.m.  Both  perfor¬ 
mances  will  be  held  at  Mission  Dolores 
Basilica  at  16th  and  Dolores  streets. 

Tickets  are  $20  and  can  be  purchased 
online  at  www.ggmc.org;  at  A  Different 
Light  Bookstore  at  489  Castro  Street,  and 
through  chorus  members.  Remaining 
tickets  will  be  available  at  the  door,  and 
student  half-price  discount  tickets  will  be 
available  at  the  door  with  valid  ID.  For 
more  information,  call  668-GGMC. 

Birds,  Butterflies,  and  Beyond 

A  spring  celebration  for  kids  and 
grown-ups  is  well  under  way  at  the  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum,  located  at  199  Museum 
Way  (off  Roosevelt,  above  Castro  and 
14th  streets). 

The  museum’s  drop-in  Saturday  work¬ 
shops  are  a  long-standing  favorite  for  par¬ 
ents  and  kids.  From  1  to  4  p.m.  each  Sat¬ 
urday,  everyone  is  welcome  to  drop  in  for 
a  $5-per-person  workshop  (adults  must 
accompany  anyone  8  or  under).  On  April 
8,  they’ll  make  spring  baskets;  earth¬ 
quake  folding  books  are  the  craft  on  April 
15;  participants  will  create  butterfly 
books  on  April  22;  and  on  April  29,  a 
guide  dog  team  will  explain  what  guide 
dogs  do  and  how  they  work. 

Walkers  and  bird-lovers  can  join 
Audubon  volunteers  to  explore  Corona 
Heights  Park  on  a  guided  birding  walk  on 
Friday,  April  21,  at  8  a.m.  The  walk  is 
free,  and  beginning  birders  are  welcome. 

Another  event  takes  place  in  Corona 
Heights  Park  on  Saturday,  April  29,  at  10 
a.m.,  when  habitat  restoration  volunteers 
will  gather  to  remove  weeds  and  clear 
trails.  Afterwards,  a  native  plants  expert 
will  lead  a  free  wildflower  walk.  To  bor¬ 
row  binoculars  for  the  birding  walk  or  to 
register  for  the  wildflower  walk,  call  554- 
9600,  ext.  16. 

Poetry  Contest  for  Teens 

Thanks  to  the  San  Francisco  Public  Li¬ 
brary,  writing  poetry  can  pay — in  gift 
cards.  The  library  is  sponsoring  a  teen  po¬ 
etry  contest  during  the  month  of  April, 
and  the  winners  receive  one  of  three 
prizes  from  Border  Books  and  Music:  a 
$50  gift  card  for  the  first-place  winner, 
and  $20  cards  for  the  second-  and  third- 


place  poets. 

Original  poems  written  by  teens  13  to 
1 8  are  eligible,  and  all  entries  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  29. 
Selected  entries  will  be  compiled  into  a 
poetry  ’zine. 

To  submit  an  entry  (only  one!),  visit 
one  of  these  library  branches:  Main  Li¬ 
brary  Teen  Center,  Bayview-Anna  E. 
Waden,  Chinatown,  Excelsior,  Glen  Park, 
North  Beach,  Ocean  View,  Ortega,  Park- 
side,  Richmond,  or  Visitacion  Valley. 

Outdoor  Explorations 
at  Crissy  Field 

April  is  a  wonderful  month  to  visit  the 
Presidio’s  Crissy  Field,  where  people  of 
all  ages  will  find  entertainment  and  in¬ 
spiration.  Families  with  children  ages  4 
to  9  can  participate  in  a  free  walk  to  learn 
about  the  Presidio’s  legendary  Juana 
Briones — it  takes  place  in  English  from  1 
to  3  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  2,  and  in  Span¬ 
ish  from  1  to  3  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  16. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  the  free 
Crissy  Field  Aviation  Walk  on  Saturday, 
April  8,  from  10  a.m.  until  noon.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  learn  about  the  field’s  role  in 
early  aviation  history.  (Meet  at  the  Warm¬ 
ing  Hut  on  the  west  end  of  Crissy  Field 
near  Mason  Street.) 

Youth  ages  8  to  1 1  are  invited  to  join  a 
chef  to  find  out  how  to  transform  locally- 
grown  organic  strawberries  into  straw¬ 
berry  jam,  strawberry  short  cake,  and 
double-dipped  chocolate  strawberries. 
This  Very  Berry  Delights  event  takes 
place  on  Sunday,  April  30,  from  10  a.m. 
until  noon,  and  the  cost  is  $20. 

While  you’re  at  Crissy  Field,  don’t  for¬ 
get  to  ask  about  the  great  summer  camps 
for  kids.  They’re  signing  ’em  up  soon. 

Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  activi¬ 
ties  take  place  at  Crissy  Field  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  at  603  Mason  Street  at  Halleck  in 
the  Presidio.  Preregistration  is  required. 
Call  561-7752  to  sign  up,  or  visit  wacw' 
.crissyfteld.org  for  more  information. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  compiled 
and  written  by  Erin  O’Briant.  To  publi¬ 
cize  your  May  event  in  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice  Short  Takes  or  Calendar  sections, 
send  an  e-mail  to  editor@noevalleyvoice 
.com.  Be  sure  to  include  your  name  and 
phone  number  along  with  the  five  T's: 
who,  what,  where,  when  (and  whatever). 
Thank  you. 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  ihan"new  car" results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


SAVE  TODAY 

W% 

OFF 


Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
1 0%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 
10%  off  your  deductible. 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 

www.SelectaAutoBody.com 


phone  415.282.2665 
fax  415.2827668 


4050  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


GARAVAGLIA*  ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 


i 

www.garavaglia.com 

i 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


i 


1NOMAD 

RUGS 

nAtURAlly  dyed  ruqs 


Antique  •  Persian 

Contemporary 

Tribal 


JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


V 


415.821.3760 

jmoyerlandscaping.com 


1031  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


3775  24TII  STREET  •  415.401.8833 


Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


Also  in  San  Ansel  in  o: 

2  I  u  n  s  t  e  a  (I  Avenue  •  415.482.885 


www.  N  o  ni  a  cl  R  ii  o  s .  c  o  m 
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Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Relax 


and  Stay  in  Shape 


with  Wild  Bill 


"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  - 10:10  am 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 


Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam,  and  freshly  baked  bread  $75 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  of  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 

Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 


Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 


Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 


rossmaddenlaw.com 


Tea  Room  &  Antiques 


The  future  begins  now 
and  now 

and  now 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1 :00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  •  Friday  1 1 :00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 

_ _ _ J 


No  repair  too  small. 
No  remodel  too  large. 


Now  Diamond  Certified™  as 
“Highest  in  Quality!” 


“HouseWorks’  quality  is  excellent. They  built  a  new  deck  for  me 
and  it  is  wonderful.’  —  Diamond  Certified  Survey  Respondent 


HOUSI  works 

dx  hom*  improvement  apccudiau 


Independently  Noted 
Highest  In  Quality 


CA  License  #858135 


415-394-9300 


www.houseworksinc.com 
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Noe  Valley  Faces 


joe@JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


Local  photographer  Anne  Hamersky  strives  for  authentic  emotion  and 
metaphor  in  her  work.  Raised  in  the  “corny  and  optimistic”  culture  of 
Nebraska,  she  is  also  inspired  by  the  storytelling  and  “absurdist  quality”  of 
the  photography  from  the  Czech  Republic,  where  her  family’s  roots  are. 

Hamersky  photographed  squatters  in  East  Berlin  after  Germany’s  reunification, 
trekked  across  China  photographing  a  project  on  health  for  Walking  Magazine,  and 
produced  a  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  campaign  for  the  Hunters  Point  neighbor¬ 
hood.  “I’m  really  on  when  I  feel  I’m  of  service  with  social  projects,”  she  says.  She  is 


currently  shooting  a  personal  project  documenting  young  farmers  and  the 
enormous  challenges  they  face.  You  can  see  some  of  her  work  on  her  web  site: 
www.annehamersky.com. 

Hamersky,  48,  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  20  years,  the  last  two  on  Chenery  near 
30th,  with  her  musician  husband,  Scott  Nygaard.and  I  I -year-old  son,  Josef. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Dolphin  Club,  those  hardy  souls  who  swim  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  from  the  Hyde  Street  Pier.  Before  this  season  ends,  she  hopes  to  do  a 
“Half  Polar  Bear” — a  20-mile  swim  in  the  Bay  without  a  wet  suit. 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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APRIL  2006 


April  1 :  No  fooling,  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market  will  be  handing  out 
GROUCHO  MARX  GLASSES  (with  nose 
and  mustache)  to  100  lucky  customers. 

8  am-1  pm.  3861  24th  St.  www.noeval- 
leyfarmersmarket.com. 

April  1:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  welcomes 
new  volunteers  at  “CLEAN  SWEEP  No. 

4,”  starting  at  Noe  Courts  park.  Tools 
and  supplies  provided.  9  am-noon.  Dou¬ 
glass  and  24th  streets.  206-0231 . 

April  1:  The  fourth  annual  COMEDY 
NIGHT  at  826  Valencia,  “An  Evening  of  a 
Thousand  Scowls,"  features  Sarah  Sil¬ 
verman,  Jimmy  Kimmel,  and  others,  to 
benefit  student  programs.  Everett  Middle 
School,  450  Church  St.  642-5778. 

April  1-27:  Creativity  Explored  exhibits 
“VESSELS,”  functional  items  made  by 
artists  with  developmental  disabilities. 
Mon.-Fri.,  10am-3  pm;  Sat.,  1-6  pm. 
3245  16th  St.  863-2108. 

April  1-29:  The  51st  annual  POTRERO 
HILL  ARTISTS  exhibition  kicks  off  with 
an  opening  reception  April  1  from  7  to  9 
pm,  featuring  the  Apollo  Jazz  Group. 
Potrero  Branch  Library,  1616  20th  St. 
355-2822. 

April  1-30:  CITY  GUIDES  offers  three 
walks  to  commemorate  the  1906  Earth¬ 
quake:  “It  Can't  Happen  Here,”  “Are  We 
There  Yet?"  and  “Phoenix  Rising.”  For  a 
schedule,  call  557-4266  or  visit 
www.  sfcityguides  org. 

April  2:  Darrell  Ubick  from  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Academy  of  Sciences  leads  a  SPIDER 
WALK  in  Glen  Canyon  Park.  10  am.  For 
info  call  the  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon 
Park,  648-0862 

April  2:  A  screening  of  FILM  Take  the 
Lead,  starring  Antonio  Banderas,  bene¬ 
fits  Fairmount  School's  new  ballroom 
dance  program.  3  pm.  Kabuki  Theater, 
1881  Post  St.  647-2822. 


April  2-30:  The  Kadampa  Buddhist 
Temple  offers  introductory  BUDDHIST 
MEDITATION  classes  on  Tuesdays  from 
7  to  8:30  pm,  and  Sundays  from  10  to 
11:30  am.  3324 17th  St.  503-1187. 

April  3:  “Two  Perspectives  on 
Guatemala”  features  a  discussion  by 
public  health  nurse  Margaret  Bean  and 
therapist  Norita  Vlach,  author  of  Quetzal 
in  Flight:  Guatemalan  Immigrant  Fami¬ 
lies  in  the  United  States,  at  the  ODD 
MONDAYS  series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry.  No-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza, 
5:30  pm;  program,  7  pm.  1021  Sanchez 
St.  jlsender@webtv.net. 

April  3-28:  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CEN¬ 
TER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over 
60. 12:30  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St,  Call  648-1030  to  make 
a  reservation. 

April  3-28:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tue$„  6 
pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  and  Fri.,  10:15  am. 
773-8185  or  650-756-6857  for  location. 

April  4, 11, 18  &  25:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  offers  weekly  MEDITA¬ 
TION  CLASSES,  Tuesdays,  7-8:30  pm. 
3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

April  5:  The  Fred  Cody  Award  will  be 
presented  to  poet  DIANE  Dl  PRIMA  at  the 
Northern  California  Book  Awards.  5-8 
pm.  Main  Library,  Latino/Hispanic  Meet¬ 
ing  Room,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

April  6:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  include 
The  Day  Jimmy's  Boa  Ate  the  Wash,  The 
Dingles,  and  Remarkable,  Riderless, 
Runaway  Tricycle.  10:30  and  11:05  a.m. 
Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555 
16th  St.  355-5616. 

April  6, 13,  20  &  27:  The  REIKI  Clinic 
of  San  Francisco  offers  a  Thursday  class 
for  new  students.  7  pm.  1404  Church  St. 
407-4233. 


April  8:  Coleman  Advocates  for  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  sponsors  Speak  Up  for 
FAMILIES  DAY,  with  kid-friendly  enter¬ 
tainment,  speeches,  music  by  Loco 
Bloco,  and  food;  the  mayor  and  supervi¬ 
sors  have  been  invited.  10  am-1  pm. 
Civic  Center  Plaza.  239-1061. 

April  8:  The  River  of  Words  POETRY 
AND  ART  Contest  will  be  hosted  by  for¬ 
mer  Poet  Laureate  Robert  Hass  and  artist 
Thatcher  Hurd.  2  pm.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

April  8:  The  St.  Philip  DINNER  DANCE 
and  Auction  raises  funds  for  education 
programs  and  facility  improvements. 

6:30  pm.  United  Irish  Cultural  Center, 
2700  45th  Ave.  824-8467. 

April  8:  GuyWriters  presents  “POETRY 
by  Candlelight:  Three  Gay  Poets  Illumi¬ 
nate  the  Night,”  featuring  Jim  Coughenour, 
John  Frazier,  and  Joel  Barraquiel  Tan. 
7:30  pm.  Magnet,  4122 18th  St.  626-6098. 

April  9:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  brings 
pups  to  24th  Street.  Noon-4  pm.  Zephyr 
Real  Estate,  4040  24th  St.  642-4786. 

April  9:  A  MICROCHIPPING  CLINIC  is 
free  for  pets  of  San  Francisco  residents. 
1-4  pm.  Animal  Care  and  Control,  1200 
15th  St.  822-5566. 

April  9:  Tom  Ervin  from  the  Gay,  Les¬ 
bian,  Bisexual,  Transgender  Psychother¬ 
apists  Association  (Gaylesta)  discusses 
the  organization  at  the  PFLAG  Support 
Group.  2-4  pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran 
Church,  152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

April  9:  Nadya  Tichman,  associate  con- 
certmaster  of  the  S.F.  Symphony,  joins 
pianist  Roy  Bogas  in  a  RECITAL  of  music 
by  Beethoven,  Dvorak,  and  Prokofiev.  4 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
648-5236. 


April  10:  The  fourth  PROGRESSIVE 
(leading  Series,  to  benefit  progressive 
Congressional  candidates,  features  Po 
Bronson,  Peter  Orner,  Daniel  Alarcon,  ZZ 
Packer,  and  Josh  Bearman,  with  host 
Stephen  Elliott.  7  pm.  The  Makeout 
Room,  3225  22nd  St.  647-2888. 

April  10:  In  “Paradise  Now,"  Mel  Clay 
discusses  the  1970s  American  tour  of 
the  LIVING  THEATER.  7:30  pm.  Bird  & 
Beckett,  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

April  11:  New  College  of  California’s 
law  school  offers  a  workshop  on  how  to 
present  a  case  in  SMALL  CLAIMS 
COURT.  6  pm.  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

April  11:  Michael  Helquist  shows 
slides  and  discusses  the  1906  relief 
work  of  Dr.  Marie  Equi  in  “Lesbian  to  the 
RESCUE.”  7-8:30  pm.  Eureka  Valley 
Library,  3555 16th  St.  355-5616. 

April  11, 18  &  25:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library's  LAPSITS,  for  newborns  through 
age  3,  are  held  on  Tuesdays  at  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church.  10:15  am. 
1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

April  1 1 , 1 8  &  25:  Librarians  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  start  PRESCHOOL 
STORY  TIME,  for  kids  3  to  5,  at  1 1  am. 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

April  1 1  &  27:  Doug  Dowd,  author  of 
The  Broken  Promises  of  America,  leads  a 
twice-monthly  class  in  ECONOMICS, 
through  September.  7  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

April  13:  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  offers  an 
orientation  for  VOLUNTEERS,  serving  as 
patient  escorts.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar 
Chavez  St.  641-6538. 

April  13:  The  Bird  &  Beckett  POLITI¬ 
CAL  BOOK  DISCUSSION  group  features 
The  Arrogance  of  Power:  The  Secret  Lite 
of  Richard  M.  Nixon.  7:30  pm.  2788  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  586-3733. 


April  14:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
Temenos  Catholic  Worker,  and  S.F.  Net¬ 
work  Ministries  walk  the  STATIONS  OF 
THE  CROSS  in  the  Tenderloin  on  Good 
Friday.  Meet  on  the  Polk  Street  steps  of 
City  Hall  at  noon.  282-2317. 

April  14:  German  sound  artist  Florian 
Hecker,  creator  of  the  Creatovox,  and 
Yasunao  Tone  present  a  NOISE  SYMPO¬ 
SIUM.  5  pm.  San  Francisco  Art  Institute, 
800  Chestnut  St.  771-7020. 

April  15:  The  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon 
Park  hosts  an  EARTH  DAY  CELEBRA¬ 
TION.  Plant  restoration  work  party  starts 
at  9  am;  hot  dog  barbecue  at  noon. 

RSVP  648-0862. 

April  15:  Author  and  illustrator 
CALEF  BROWN  signs  his  new  book  of 
poems  and  paintings,  Flamingos  on  the 
Roof.  1  pm.  Cover  to  Cover,  1307  Castro 
St.  282-8080. 

April  15:  The  S.F.  Queer  Jitterbugs 
hosts  a  SWING  DANCE  PARTY  with 
music  by  Johnny  Dilks  and  his  Country 
Blues  Brothers.  Basic  line-dance  lesson, 
7  pm;  party,  9  pm.  Synergy,  1387  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  305-8242. 

April  15-17:  A  three-day  1906  Great 
EARTHQUAKE  and  Fire  Exposition  fea¬ 
tures  memorabilia  and  safety  informa¬ 
tion,  9  am-6  pm.  The  1906  Expo 
Firefighters’  Ball  includes  live  music  by 
Dick  Bright’s  SRO  Orchestra  and  a  cos¬ 
tume  contest,  April  15, 8  pm-midnight. 
Pier  48,  near  China  Basin.  1-800-310- 
6563;  www.1906expo.com. 

April  17:  Noe  Valley  composer/play¬ 
wright  KAY  NOYES  leads  actors  in  a 
reading  of  her  play,  Sailing  Septuage¬ 
narians,  at  the  ODD  MONDAYS  series  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  No-host  dinner 
at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm;  program,  7 
pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.;  jlsender@webtv.net. 


THE  PICKLED 
HUTCH 


an  eclectic  mix  of  antiques,  collectibles,  gifts,  * 

vintage  jewelry  and  clothing,  gardenshop 

1605  Church  Street  at  28th  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-641-8875  •  www.thepickledhutch.com 


consignment  and  estate  services  available 
Proprietor  •  Lisa  Wilson 
Open  Tue.  -  Sun.  11  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
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SAAte’s  SA^St  Qtef/yl/iy 

(fffewiee 

( Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 


Alter  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

\  acation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 
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•  CALENDAR • 


April  17  &  18:  Cartoonist  DAN 
PIRARO’S  “The  Bizarro  Baloney  Show" 
introduces  his  14th  book,  Bizarro  and 
Other  Strange  Manifestations,  and  bene¬ 
fits  his  favorite  animal  welfare  organiza¬ 
tions.  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
St.  826-5750. 

April  18:  Gather  at  LOTTA'S  FOUNTAIN 
from  4:30  to  5:30  am  to  commemorate 
the  1 00th  anniversary  of  the  1 906  quake; 
more  than  a  dozen  survivors  are 
expected  to  attend.  Market  Street,  at 
Kearny  and  Third;  www.sfrising.org. 

April  18:  The  “Little  Giant"  FIRE 
HYDRANT,  at  the  corner  of  20th  and 
Church  streets,  is  repainted  gold  to 
honor  its  part  in  stopping  the  Great  Fire 
in  the  Mission.  7-9  am.  706-7994. 

April  18:  The  1906  Earthquake  and  Fire 
PARADE  begins  10  am  at  City  Hall  and 
proceeds  down  Market  Street  to  Justin 
Herman  Plaza. 

April  18:  Charles  Fracchia  gives  a  slide 
show/lecture,  “EARTHQUAKE1 100  Years 
of  Shake,  Rattle,  and  Roll.”  2-3  pm.  City 
College,  Rosenberg  Library,  Room  305. 
239-3580. 

April  18:  Dennis  Smith  discusses  the 
"untold  story"  of  the  1906  quake,  from 
his  book,  San  Francisco  Is  Burning.  6-8 
pm.  Main  Library,  Koret  Auditorium,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

April  18:  Ingleside  Police  Station  holds 
its  regular  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing.  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John 
Young  Lane.  404-4000 

April  19:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orien¬ 
tation,  9  to  1 1  30  am;  and  a  support 
workshop  at  12:30  pm.  Children's  Coun¬ 
cil.  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

April  20:  Melissa  Houtte,  co-author  of 
Alligators,  Old  Mink  &  New  Money,  and 
Graciela  Ronconi,  owner  of  the  Vendima 


boutique,  hold  an  informal  chat  on  VIN¬ 
TAGE  CLOTHING.  7  to  8  pm.  Vendima, 
4100  24th  Street  at  Castro.  285-7174. 

April  20:  Christine  Seymour  leads  a 
DISASTER  PREPAREDNESS  workshop 
for  deaf  and  hard-of-hearing  people. 
4:30-7:30  pm.  Main  Library,  Latino/His¬ 
panic  Room,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 


Aim4e  Puentes  stars  as  Concha  Arguello 
in  Viva  Concha!  Rose  of  the  Presidio,  a 
chamber  musical  playing  May  5-7  at  the 
Victoria  Theatre.  Photo  by  Steve  Savage 


April  21:  Sharon  Smith  signs  her  col¬ 
lection  of  RECIPES,  Savoring  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  7  pm.  Cover  to  Cover,  1307 
Castro  St.  282-8080. 

April  21-23:  The  18th  annual  West 
•  Portal  Sidewalk  ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 
FAIR  features  more  than  75  exhibitors. 

10  am-5  pm.  West  Portal  Ave.  near  Sloat 
and  Portola.  566-3500. 

April  22:  The  annual  meeting  of  Parents 
for  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  discusses  the 
creation  and  maintenance  of  successful 
schools,  including  recommendations  for 
the  Mayor's  Policy  Council.  9  am-noon. 
Denman  Middle  School,  214  Oneida 
Ave.  Register  for  child  care  at  468-7077. 


April  22:  Bernal  Heights  Preservation 
sponsors  an  EARTHQUAKE  SHACK 
walking  tour  at  11  am,  beginning  near 
the  top  of  the  hill  at  Carver  Street  (near 
the  intersection  of  Bernal  Heights  Boule¬ 
vard  and  Bradford);  an  ice  cream  social 
and  historical  forum  follow  at  2  pm,  at 
the  Bernal  Heights  Branch  Library.  500 
Cortland  Ave.  285-8978;  www.bernal- 
heightspreservation.  org. 

April  22:  Learn  to  grow  culinary  and 
medicinal  MUSHROOMS  at  a  workshop 
led  by  Ken  Litchfield  of  the  S.F.  Myco- 
logical  Society.  10  am-noon.  Garden  for 
the  Environment,  Seventh  Avenue  at 
Lawton.  731  -5627. 

April  22  &  23:  Alvarado  School's 
annual  RUMMAGE  SALE  will  be  open 
Saturday  from  9  am  to  3  pm,  and  Sunday 
from  9  am  to  1  pm.  Bring  donations  to 
the  school  Saturdays  April  8  and  15, 
from  9  am  to  1  pm.  625  Douglass  St. 
695-5695. 

April  22  &  23: 1960s  pop  singer 
LESLEY  GORE  performs  “It's  My  Party” 
and  lots  more,  in  two  shows  at  the  Brava 
Theater.  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm.  2781 
24th  St.  647-2822. 

April  25:  Todd  Denman’s  “IRISH 
MUSIC  Fun"  is  a  participatory  music 
program  featuring  pipes  and  penny- 
whistles,  for  children  of  all  ages.  10:45 
am.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library, 
3555 16th  St.  355-5616. 

April  25:  LifeMoxie  hosts  “Inspiration 
Point,"  a  financial/life  planning  seminar 
for  women.  6:30-8:30.  Spiral  Muse, 

3389  22nd  St.  550-0667. 

April  25:  Eddie  Epps  introduces  a  new 
photo  book  on  VISITACION  VALLEY 
(Arcadia  Publishing)  at  a  meeting  of  the 
San  Francisco  History  Association.  7 
pm.  Mission  Dolores  School  Audito¬ 
rium,  16th  and  Church.  750-9986. 


April  25:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Police  Station  begins 
at  6  p.m.  630  Valencia  St.  558-5400. 

April  26:  Local  artist  and  illustrator  of 
Ghosts  in  the  Closet,  SHIRAAZ  BHABHA 
leads  an  interactive  art  activity  for  ages 
4  and  older.  3  pm.  Mission  Branch 
Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  355-2800. 

April  26:  Nature  in  the  City  talks  con¬ 
tinue  with  “Reclaiming  Bay  Area  Military 
Bases,"  hosted  by  the  City  Lights  Foun¬ 
dation  and  Counterpulse.  8  pm.  1310 
Mission  St.  626-2060. 

April  27:  The  REIKI  Clinic  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  holds  a  Reiki  practice  night  for  all 
levels  of  practitioners.  7  pm.  1404 
Church  St.  407-4233. 

April  27:  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors  meets 
at  7:30  pm  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center  at  Day  and  Sanchez  streets.  Call 
285-0473  to  confirm. 

April  27:  Local  archivist  Greg  Gaar 
gives  a  slide  presentation  on  the  1906 
EARTHQUAKE.  7:30  pm.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

April  28:  Women’s  vocal  ensemble 
KITKA  performs  “Spirit  Voices”  with  Bul¬ 
garian  folkloric  soprano  Tzvetanka 
Varimezova.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

April  29:  Bernal  Heights  Preservation 
sponsors  a  dress-up  (Victorian  or 
Edwardian)  FAMILY  PICNIC  at  two  re¬ 
created  earthquake  shacks  in  Precita 
Park:  bring  food.  Noon.  285-8978; 
www.bernalheightspreservation.org. 

April  29:  The  S.F.  Bicycle  Coalition 
offers  a  class,  “How  to  BICYCLE  in  S.F., 
and  Howto  Fix  a  Flat."  1-4  pm.  Main 
Library,  Latino/Hispanic  Community 
Meeting  Room,  100  Larkin  St.  431 -BIKE. 


April  29:  City  Swing  Big  Band  presents 
“A  DIVA’S  SWAN  SONG,"  cabaret  singer 
Gail  Wilson’s  farewell  concert.  7:30  pm. 
Brava  Theater.  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm. 
2781  24th  St.  510-535-1045. 

April  30  &  May  2:  The  Golden  Gate 
MEN’S  CHORUS  premieres  Memento 
Mori:  An  AIDS  Bequiem,  by  James  Adler. 
Sun.,  4  pm;  Tues.,  8  pm.  Mission  Dolor¬ 
es  Basilica,  3321  16th  St.  621-8203. 

May  1:  The  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market 
provides  a  MAY  POLE  to  dance  around. 
8am-1  pm.  3861  24th  St.;  www.noeval- 
leyfarmersmarket.  com. 

May  2:  The  Know  Thyself  as  Soul 
Foundation  describes  Sant  Mat  MEDITA¬ 
TION,  “the  meditation  of  the  inner  light 
and  sound."  Bernal  Heights  Library,  500 
Cortland  Ave.  831-247-9767. 

May  2:  A  MEMOIR  READING  at  the 
Main  Library  features  Noe  Valley  author 
Judy  Vaughn,  Adair  Lara,  and  Alan  Kauf¬ 
man.  6-7:30  pm.  Latino/Hispanic  Room, 
100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  5-7:  An  international  cast  of  23 
performs  Viva  Concha /  Bose  of  the  Pre¬ 
sidio,  a  musical  composed  by  Noe  Valley 
songwriter  Candace  Forest.  Fri.  and  Sat., 
8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm.  Victoria  Theatre,  2961 
16th  St.  648-8471;  victoriatheatre.org. 


MAY  BEE 

The  May  2006  issue  of  the  Voice 
will  blossom  in  the  neighborhood 
on  or  around  May  1 , 2006.  The 
deadline  for  calendar  items  (and 
your  taxes)  is  April  15.  Please 
note  that  because  of  space  limi¬ 
tations,  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority.  Our  address  is  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  you 
may  send  an  e-mail  to  Karol  at 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 


Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


GMAC  Real  Estate 

Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


ART  SHOW 


OPEN  STUDIOS 


Art  Explosion  Studios  Presents: 


Our  6th  annual  big  spring  show  with  over  1 00  artists 
36,000  sq/ft  of  original  SF  art  at  studio  prices 

Opening  Reception  Friday  April  28th  7pm-1 1  pm 

Saturday  4/29/06  1 2pm-5pm 
Sunday  4/30/06 1 2pm-5pm 


FREE  Admission 
FREE  Refreshments 

This  is  one  of  the  largest 
art  shows  this  spring.  Over 
1 00  artists  and  1 0OO's  of 
quality  original  art  works  will 
be  on  display.  There  will  be 
open  studios  with  a  chance 
to  meet  the  artists.  The 
prices  will  be  a  fraction  of 
gallery  prices  for  original 
works  of  art  and  the  artists 
will  keep  1 00%  of  the  selling 
price.  Closing  reception  Thu. 
5/1 8  from  6pm-9pm. 

TWO  ■■ 
LOCATIONS 


2425 17th  St.  @Potrero 
744  Alabama  St.  @  1 9th  St. 


www.theartexplosion.com 
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Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  15 
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YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE - 


paragraph 


CLOTHING 


MEN  .  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


U 
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654  CHENERY  STREET 

•2  blocks  iro»  £Xe*i  P«rk  BAR*,  between  Bi^isoxid  *  C*»fcro? 

415.239.7800 

Hours:  Tues-Fri  ll:30a»-7pm  Sat-Sun  12p»-6pm 

www.paragraphsf . com 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


c  ^ 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear.” 

V _ J 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street  - 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 


Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 




Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


aO  R  Pa 
■  © 


We  always  have 
workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  - 1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 


Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


685  CHEMERY  at  DIAMOND 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tuesday  Night  Is  Family  Night! 


Cf*  liflds 

653  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Pari  337-8537 


reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 


www.chenerypark.com 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Bird  &  %A 
Beckett^A 

&  Records 


_ v  EVERY  DAY 

LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

AGAIN! 


San  Francisco — Star  of 
the  Silver  Screen 

By  David  O’ Grady 

Part  of  the  fun  of  watching  movies 
made  in  San  Francisco  is  to  see  how 
filmmakers  mess  with  the  geography.  In 
Steve  McQueen’s  Bullitt ,  a  car  chase 
takes  an  impossible  path  through  the  city. 
In  The  Graduate,  Dustin  Hoffman  drives 
to  Berkeley  on  the  top  deck  of  the  Bay 
Bridge.  Clearly,  San  Francisco’s  melo¬ 
dramatic  landscape  has  done  a  lot  to  en¬ 
hance  Hollywood’s  gift  for  make-believe. 

Our  city ’s  many  contributions  to  movie 
magic  are  chronicled  in  a  new  book  called 
Celluloid  San  Francisco,  written  by  San 
Francisco  locals  Jim  Van  Buskirk  and 
Will  Shank.  Organized  by  neighborhood 
and  reaching  out  to  the  surrounding  Bay 
Area,  Celluloid  San  Francisco  provides 
a  “walking  guide”  to  the  local  settings — 
famous  and  otherwise. 

This  month’s  selection  of  recom¬ 
mended  movies,  all  available  for  rent  at 
Noe  Valley  video  stores,  come  from  the 
pages  of  Celluloid  and  feature  our 
beloved  city,  still  the  charmer  for  tourists, 
locals,  and  moviemakers  100  years  after 
the  big  quake. 

Clark  Gable  in  San  Francisco 

Required  viewing  for  any  denizen  of 
the  city,  San  Francisco  (1936)  is  set  in 
1906,  so  the  Big  One  is  bound  to  inter¬ 
rupt  this  story  of  a  love  triangle  widened 
by  class  struggle.  Clark  Gable  stars  as 
Blackie  Norton,  a  lovable  cad  and  Bar¬ 
bary  Coast  nightclub  proprietor,  who  of¬ 
fers  a  singing  job  to  down-on-her-luck 
Mary  Blake  (played  by  Jeannette  Mac¬ 
Donald). 

But  Mary’s  talent  and  ambition  belong 
in  a  better  venue  than  a  nightclub,  and  one 
of  Nob  Hill’s  power  brokers  is  after  her 
to  perform  in  his  opera  house.  As  the  up¬ 
per-crust  suitor  and  Blackie  clash,  Mary 
is  tom  between  her  passion  for  singing 
and  her  abiding — if  fearful — attraction  to 
Blackie.  Only  the  advice  of  a  minister, 
played  by  Spencer  Tracy,  can  steer  Mary 
through  the  clash  of  wills. 

Although  the  earthquake  rather  conve¬ 


niently  sorts  out  the  story,  the  sight  and 
sound  of  the  quake  are  especially  re¬ 
markable  for  an  early  film.  Combining 
the  rapid-fire  montages  of  early  Soviet 
filmmakers  with  the  sustained  roar  of  the 
earth  ripping  open,  San  Francisco  set  a 
standard  for  disaster  movies  that  few  oth¬ 
ers  have  achieved.  Just  don't  tell  anyone 
that  the  movie  was  primarily  shot  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Pop  Music  for  the  Eyes 

Oakland  native  Finn  Taylor  mines  pop 
music’s  lovesick  fantasies — their  frothy, 
giddy  lightness  and  lurking  shadows— in 
the  San  Francisco-set  Cherish  (2002). 

In  this  film,  Robin  Tunney  plays  Zoe 
Adler,  a  geeky,  insecure  computer  ani¬ 
mator  unable  to  form  meaningful  rela¬ 
tionships.  Returning  to  her  car  from  a 
party  at  SOMA’s  Paradise  Lounge,  Zoe 
gets  carjacked  by  a  stalker  as  Soft  Cell’s 
“Tainted  Love"  blares  from  the  radio.  In 
the  ensuing  struggle  for  the  wheel,  she 
and  her  attacker  run  down  a  bicycle  cop 
and  crash  the  car.  The  carjacker  flees  to 
let  Zoe  take  the  rap. 

Rather  than  await  trial  in  jail,  Zoe  is 
placed  under  house  arrest,  electronically 
shackled  by  a  tracking  bracelet.  Her  only 
real  human  contact  comes  in  the  form  of 
Tim  Blake  Nelson  (the  simplest  of  sim¬ 
pletons  from  O  Brother,  Where  Art 
Thou?),  who  plays  a  police  deputy 
charged  with  checking  her  device.  Zoe’s 
curious  courtship  with  the  shy  deputy 
leads  to  renewed  self-confidence,  and 
soon  she  is  outfoxing  the  tracking  device 
and  roaming  the  city  in  a  quest  to  find  the 
stalker  and  clear  her  name. 

Cherish  is  a  delightfully  funky  adven¬ 
ture  and  a  special  treat  for  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
idents — local  musician  Noe  Venable  has 
a  song  in  the  film,  and  a  house  on  Fair 
Oaks  Street  proves  spookier  than  its  Hal¬ 
loween  decorations. 

Bogey  and  Bacall  on  Telegraph  Hill 

There  are  dozens  of  great  noir  films 
shot  in  San  Francisco,  but  Dark  Passage 
(1947)  is  the  only  one  that  boasts  the 
magic  of  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Lauren 
Bacall. 

The  movie  opens  through  Bogart’s 
eyes,  so  we  can’t  see  his  face  as  he  es¬ 
capes  from  San  Quentin,  where  he’s  been 
wrongfully  imprisoned  for  the  death  of 
his  wife.  Fortunately,  Bacall  is  painting 
landscapes  near  the  prison  that  day,  and 
she  sneaks  him  back  to  her  apartment,  the 
deco-chromed  building  at  1360  Mont¬ 
gomery,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Telegraph 
Hill  (today,  you  might  even  see  a  Bogart 
cutout  peering  out  the  window).  It  seems 


Feast  your  senses  with  our  delectable  Chinese  foods, 
fantastic  Asian  cocktails  and  warm,  friendly  atmosphere! 
GRAND  OPENING! 


vtfW  fepper 

415-695-7678 

415-695-7679 

Fine  Chinese  Dining  •  Szechuan  •  Hunan  •  Mandarin 

3601  26th  Street  *  San  Francisco  •  near  Valencia 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
1 1 :00  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m. 

We  accept  reservations  and  provide  catering. 


Bacall  followed  his  case  in  the  newspa¬ 
pers,  and  she  knows  he’s  not  guilty.  In  a 
bit  of  a  stretch,  Bogart’s  character  gets  a 
back-alley  face  job  to  change  his  identity, 
making  him  look  like,  well,  Bogart. 

Soon  Bogey  and  Bacall  have — sur¬ 
prise!— fallen  in  love.  And  it’s  not  much 
of  a  mystery  who  framed  Bogart  and  sent 
him  to  prison.  The  real  challenge  for  Bog¬ 
art  and  Bacall  is  getting  him  safely  out  of 
town.  Rotten  luck  and  a  nosy  friend  of 
Bacall’s  turn  up  the  heat,  and  Bogey 
spends  a  lot  of  time  riding  cable  cars  to 
elude  his  captors. 

There’s  not  much  substance,  but  Dark 
Passage  packs  tons  of  San  Francisco 
style. 

A  ’Twisted  Valentine’  to  the  City 

Celluloid  San  Francisco  calls  Alfred 
Hitchcock’s  Vertigo  (1958)  a  “twisted 
valentine  to  San  Francisco.”  But  Vertigo 
is  as  much  about  the  head  as  the  heart,  as 
James  Stewart’s  detective  develops  a  fear 
of  heights  after  a  colleague  falls  to  his 
death.  Rather  than  retire,  Stewart  picks  up 
a  case  for  an  old  friend  whose  wife, 
played  by  Kim  Novak,  seems  possessed 
by  the  spirit  of  a  distant  relative.  Stewart 
tails  Novak  as  she  visits  Mission  Dolores 
and  the  Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  ul¬ 
timately  saving  her  life  when  she  falls 
into  the  bay  at  Fort  Point. 

Falling  is  a  recurring  theme  in  Vertigo, 
literally  and  otherwise.  Even  Stewart’s 
good  friend  Midge  (played  by  Barbara 
Bel  Geddes,  who  starred  in  another  San 
Francisco  classic,  I  Remember  Mama ) 
has  fallen  for  him  and  can’t  seem  to  let 
him  go.  The  many  veils  Hitchcock  drapes 
over  this  tale  of  deception  and  obsession 
don’t  fall  until  the  last  famous  shot,  in  the 
mission  at  San  Juan  Bautista.  Not  con¬ 
sidered  a  fan  favorite  on  its  release.  Ver¬ 
tigo  today  is  hailed  as  a  classic. 


Exploring  Strange  New  Worlds 

As  every  Star  Trek  fan  knows,  San 
Francisco  is  home  to  the  Starfleet  Acad¬ 
emy  and  a  recurring  location  for  various 
back-in-time  episodes  of  the  TV  and 
movie  series.  Perhaps  the  best  use  of  the 
city  by  the  franchise  is  Star  Trek  IV:  The 
Voyage  Home  (1986),  which  features 
Kirk,  Spock,  Bones,  and  crew  traveling 
to  San  Francisco,  circa  1986,  to  pick  up  a 
pair  of  humpback  whales  and  bring  them 
to  Earth  in  the  23rd  century,  where  sav¬ 
ing  the  whales  has  become  a  matter  of 
saving  the  planet  from  an  alien  destroyer. 

The  contrived  story  is  well  concealed 
by  scenes  of  the  crew  trying  to  blend  in 
with  the  punks,  new  wavers,  and  boom¬ 
box-toting  citizens.  The  fish-out-of- water 
humor  drew  criticism  from  Trekkie 
purists,  but  fair-weather  fans  will  delight 
in  the  witty  script  and  recognizable 
scenes  of  North  Beach,  Alameda  Naval 
Air  Station,  and  even  a  spectacular  shot 
of  a  Klingon  battleship  swooping  under 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Never  mind  that 
Kirk  and  Spock  take  a  nonexistent  Muni 
bus  line  to  an  aquarium  in  Sausalito  that’s 
actually  in  Monterey.  At  least  it’s  reas¬ 
suring  to  know  that  someone  is  protect¬ 
ing  San  Francisco  from  future  disasters, 
real  or  imaginary.  ■ 

David  O' Grady  is  a  writer  and  film  en¬ 
thusiast  who  lives  on  Noe  Street.  He’d 
love  to  hear  your  comments  at  davido- 
grady@noevalleyvoice.com. 


•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


GOURMET 


TAKE  OUT 


'The  best  kept  secret  in  San  Francisco 
is  right  here  in  Noe  Valley!" 


•  •  • 


FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 


BUY  ONE 

GET  FREE 

HOME-MADE 

FRESH  PASTA 

PASTA  SAUCE 

FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 

Tomato  Basil 

Papardelle 

Bolognese 

Fettuccine 

Alfredo 

Linguine 

Porcini  Mushroom 

Angel  Hair 

Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 

FLAVORS 

Cajun  Crayfish 

Egg 

Basil  Pesto 

Spinach 

Cilantro  Pesto 

Herb 

Melanzane  Pesto 

Black  Pepper 

Romesco  Pesto 

Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 

Lemon 

Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 

741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  April.  1  through  April.  30  I 


HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO 
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Holy  Week  and  Easter  at 

St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church 

EXPERIENCE 
THE  MYSTERY 


Palm  Sunday,  April  9  1 1:00  AM  and  6:00  PM 


Maundy  Thursday,  April  13  7:00  PM 

Stations  of  the  Cross,  April  14  Noon 

Good  Friday,  April  14th  7:00  PM 

Holy  Saturday,  April  15th  9:00  AM 

The  Great  Vigil  of  Easter,  April  15th  9:00  PM 
Easter  Sunday,  April  16  11:00  AM 


Childcare  provided  Sundays  9:30  AM-12:30  PM 


Located  at  the  corner  of  Julian  and  15th  Street 
(415)  861-1436  www.saintjohnsf.org 

Diverse  People,  Inquiring  Minds,  Open  Hearts 


You  Are  Invited  to: 


EASTER  AT  ST.  FRANCIS 
A  Family  Celebration 
Of  New  Beginnings 

St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church 

152  Church  Street 

(at  Market  across  from  Safeway) 

Come  for  Our  Easter  Worship  Service; 
Stay  for  Our  Easter  Egg  Hunt 
(Diverse  Families  Welcome!) 

Holy  Week  Services  at  St.  Francis 

Palm  Sunday,  April  9-11  a.m. 

Maundy  Thursday,  April  13-7  p.m. 

Good  Friday,  April  14-7  p.m. 

Easter  Evening  Vigil,  April  15-9  p.m. 
Easter  Morning,  April  16  - 11  a.m. 


Easter  Services 


St.  Philip's 
Church 

725  Diamond  Street 
At  Elizabeth  Street  •  415-282-0141 
Cordially  invites  you  to  join  us  for 

f/(o/ty  cfPee/t  t  Ee/*otce,s  2003 

S/xi/f>l  r  \(t/l(/(itj  April  9:  The  blessing  of  the  palms  (outside)  before 
the  10:30  a.m.  Mass,  with  procession  into  the  church. 

(Masses:  Saturday  5:00  p.m.,  Sunday  8:00  a.m.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:00  p.m.). 
Palms  distributed  at  all  Masses. 

<C/(o/q  ~77ltt/\se/(ity  April  13:  Soup  Supper  6:00  p.m.  in  the  hall. 

Mass  of  the  Lord's  Supper  7:30  p.m.  Concludes  with  Eucharistic  Procession 
and  adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  until  11:00  p.m. 

ffotx/ April  14:  Good  Friday  service  begins  at  Noon, 
which  includes  the  Good  Friday  Liturgy  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Passion. 

•  (/((>/ty  '  faturdaif  April  15:  The  Easter  Vigil  begins  at  8:00  p.m.  with 
the  blessing  of  the  Easter  fire  and  lighting  of  Easter  Candle.  The  Vigil  Mass 
also  includes  the  blessing  of  the  Easter  Water,  the  celebration  of  adult  bap¬ 
tisms  and  the  renewal  of  baptismal  promises. 

Oi aster  <  iu/u/qy  April  16:  Masses  are:  8:00  a.m.,  10:30  a.m.  and 
12:15  p.m.  There  is  no  6:00  p.m.  Mass  on  Easter  Sunday. 

COME  AND  JOIN  US  FOR  EASTER 
The  Priests  and  Parish  Community  of  Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  Parish 
wish  you  a  Happy  and  Blessed  Easter 


Easter 

Week: 

To  the 
Cross  and 
Beyond 

We  Are  All 
Companions 
on  the 
Journey 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

7  02  7  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  4  7  5-282-23  7  7 

Sunday  Worship:  7 0:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 

Rev.  Keenan  C.  Kelsey,  Pastor 

Palm  /  Passion  Sunday  Celebration 
Sunday,  April  9,  10:30  AM  with 
Bethany  Methodist  &  Dolores  St.  Baptist 
A  Progressive  Service:  Begin  at  NVM, 

End  at  Bethany,  Have  Fellowship  at  Dolores  St. 

Holy  Week  Meditation  Service 
Wednesday,  April  12,  6:15  PM 

Maundy  Thursday  Dinner 
Thursday,  April  13,  6:30  PM 
Footwashing,  Dinner,  Speaker,  Communion 

EASTER  SUNDAY,  APRIL  16,  10:30  AM 
Glorious,  Festive  Easter  Celebration! 

Noon  Community  Brunch 
Kids'  Easter  Egg  Hunt 

God's  Inclusive  Love  Practiced  Here 


<5**-  ftJ°!iC  VII"  n 


ST  tjREQORT  Or  HYSSfl  EPISCOPAL  CIRIROI 

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES 

Palm  Sunday:  April  9,  Breakfast  at  8:30  a.m..  Service  at  10:30  a.m. 
Maundy  Tuesday  Feast  of  Friends:  April  11  at  6:30  p.m. 

Good  Friday  Vespers:  April  14  at  6:30  p.m. 
_ Easter  Vigil:  April  15  at  8:00  p.m. 


500  De  Haro  Street  at  Mariposa  on  Potrero  Hill  •  Easy  Parking 
(415)  255-8100  •  www.saintgregorys.org 
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Saint  Paul's  Parish 

c/(o/y  ctPeeA  and  fasten 
•  Jeroiees  2006 

Our  friends  and  neighbors  are  invited 

TO  COME  AND  PRAY  WITH  US. 


Passion  (Palm)  Sunday 

Saturday,  April  8 
Sunday,  April  9 


Tuesday 
April  11 

Wednesday 

April  12 

Holy  Thursday 

April  13 

Good  Frioay 

April  14 


Holy  Saturday 

April  15 

Easter  Sunday 

April  16 


Palms  are  blessed  and  given  out  at  all  masses 

4:30  p.m. 

8:00  a.m.,  9:15  a. m.,  11:00  a.m.  (Spanish), 
12:30  p.m.,  and  5:00  p.m. 

Tenebrae  Service:  Praying  the  Passion  of  Jesus 

7:30  p.m. 

Reconciliation  Service  with  Private  Confession 

7:00  p.m. 

Mass  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  (Bilingual) 

7:30  p.m. 

Eucharistic  Adoration  until  10:00  p.m. 

Celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Passion 

Confession  /  Reconciliation,  11:00  a.m.-  Noon 
Good  Friday  Bilingual  Services,  Noon  -  3:00  p.m. 
Confession  /  Reconciliation,  3:00  -  4:00  p.m. 

Confession  /  Reconciliation,  3:30  -  4:30  p.m. 
Vigil  of  the  Lord's  Resurrection,  7:30  p.m. 

Commemoration  of  the  Lord's  Resurrection 

Masses  at  8:00  a.m.,  9:15, 11:00  (Spanish) 
12:30  p.m.,  and  5:00  p.m. 


Together, 

we  shall  celebrate  new  Life! 

£7/ed(of'd /as  risen *  «.  (//e/a'aJ 

ST.  PAUL  S  CHURCH 
Valley  and  Church  Streets 
San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  415-648-7538 


Christ  is  risen! 
Christ  is  risen  indeed! 


Join  us  for  Easter 
Celebrate  life  and  its  renewal 

Celebration  at  1 1:00  am 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 

1268  Sanchez  at  Clipper 
www.bethanysf.org  (415)  647-8393 
Rev.  Nobu  Hanaoka,  Pastor 


celebrate  with  us 

“Holy  Week 


We  invite  you  &  your  loved 
ones  to  visit  any  of  our  Holy 
Week  services. 

Come  and  celebrate  this 
special  time  of  transition 
with  our  diverse  community 
of  worshipers. 

— Rosa  Lee  Harden,  Vicar 


Palm  Sunday  Services 

Sunday,  April  9,  9am  and  11am 

Monday  Evensong 

Monday,  April  10,  6:30pm 

Tuesday  Evensong 

Tuesday,  April  11,  6:30pm 

Wednesday  Tenebrae 

Wednesday  April  12,  6:30pm 

Maundy  Thursday  Service 

Thursday,  April  13,  6:30pm 

Good  Friday  Services 

Friday,  April  14,  Noon  and  7pm 

The  Easter  Vigil 

Saturday,  April  15,  8pm 

Easter  Day 

Sunday,  April  16, 

9am  Family  Service 
Festive  reception  in  between  services 
11am  Sung  Eucharist 

Holy  Innocents 

Episc  opal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  SF  CA  94110  •  (415)  824-5142  •  www.holyinsf.org 


455  Fair  Oaks  Street 
(between  houses) 
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Address 


State 


1906  Great 
Earthquake 
&  Fire  Exposition: 

April  15-18, 2006 


Yes! 


I  want  to  help  keep  my  family  and  neighbors  safe  in  an  emergency.  Please 
send  me  more  information  about  emergency  leadership  training  sponsored  by  PG&E, 

SF  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT. 


Name 


8:00  p.m.  -  Midnight:  Firefighter's  Ball, 

Pier  48,  Building  C.  Tickets  are  $50  and 
can  be  purchased  at  www.1906expo.com. 


On  April  15-18,  San  Franciscans  will  come  together  to  commemorate  the  anniversary 
of  the  1906  earthquake.  The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department  Historical  Society  and  PG&E 
are  sponsoring  a  1906  Great  Earthquake  &  Fire  Expo  that  will  celebrate  the  great  history 
of  our  city  and  educate  families  about  how  to  prepare  for  future  earthquakes. 


One  of  the  best  ways  you  can  commemorate  the  earthquake  is  to  make  sure  you  are 
prepared  for  a  natural  disaster  in  the  future. 


Monday,  April  17th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  Safety  Fair  at  Pier  48. 
Includes  safety  and  preparedness 
exhibits  and  displays. 


Tuesday,  April  18th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters 
Local  798  sponsors  a  parade  from  Civic 
Center  Plaza  to  the  Ferry  Building. 


For  more  information  please  visit: 

www.1906expo.com 


Will  You  Be  Ready? 

PG&E,  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT 
want  to  help  train  you  to  be  a  community  leader. 


Saturday,  April  15th: 

10:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  The  1906  Expo  inside 
Pier  48.  Includes  historical  exhibits  with 
vintage  fire  apparatus,  historical  artifacts, 
photographic  displays,  and  fireboat  tours. 


PG&E,  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Local  798  and  NERT  (Neighborhood 
Emergency  Response  Team)  want  to  help  train  you  to  be  a  community 
leader  to  make  sure  your  family  and  neighbors  are  safe  in  an  emergency. 


Please  return  this  card  today  to  learn  more. 


San  Francisco 

^|r 


PG&E  and  San  Francisco  Fire 
Fighters  Local  798:  Proud 


Partners  for  over  100  Years. 


Q 


Please  return  this  card  to:  PG&E,  Public  Affairs,  Mail  Code  B29K,  PO  Box  770000,  San  Francisco,  CA  94177 
or  email:  pgecommunity@hotmail.com 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 


Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 


Qt 


(415) 

282-0919 


1500 

Church  Street 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month,  we  spotlight  an 
eyewear  boutique  and  a  skin  care  salon, 
both  of  which  invite  their  customers  to 
splurge  on  beauty. 

BP+EYEWEAR 

3858  24th  Street  between  Vicksburg 
and  Sanchez  streets 
415-341-1909 

The  sign  above  bp+eyewear,  fashioned 
of  stainless  steel  and  bronze-tinted  an¬ 
odized  aluminum,  heralds  a  new  type  of 
business  in  the  3800  block  of  24th  Street. 

Gone  are  Rose  Nails’  buffers,  files,  and 
bottles  of  brightly  colored  nail  polish.  In 
their  place  are  freestanding  displays  full 
of  sophisticated  eyewear  and  jewelry, 
amid  warm  brown  furniture  and  mirrors, 
mirrors  everywhere — leaning,  hanging, 
mounted,  and  in  customers’  hands. 

“We’re  a  modem  shop,  not  a  classic 
sort  of  store,”  says  optician  Dimitri  Stet- 
senko.  He  co-owns  the  shop  with  his 
wife,  Olga  Terry,  who  has  a  background 
in  retail  and  fashion.  "We're  going  for 
modem  design,  and  that's  reflected  in  the 
beautiful  eyewear  we  have  on  display 
everywhere.  We’re  sort  of  ahead  of  the 
curve  in  many  ways,”  he  adds. 

The  focus  for  bp+eyewear.  which 
opened  in  February,  is  providing  custom 
eyewear  and  accessories  that  clients 
aren’t  likely  to  find  elsewhere.  "We  go 
with  something  unique,  something  that 
will  stand  out,  instead  of  going  with  gi¬ 
ant  companies  like  Luxottica,”  Stetsenko 
says.  "They  make  glasses  for  many  de¬ 
signers,  like  Chanel  and  Prada,  but  they 
also  own  Lenscrafters,  so  it’s  kind  of 
mass-produced,  and  in  my  eyes  it  deval¬ 
ues  the  design.” 

Stetsenko  says  opticians  have  an  im¬ 
portant  contribution  to  make.  “It’s  hard  to 
find  an  independent  optical  store  run  by 
opticians.  Optometrists  have  taken  over 
this  whole  industry,  and  it’s  a  little  bit  of 
a  conflict  of  interest.  If  you  go  to  a  doc¬ 
tor,  you  get  a  prescription,  then  you  have 
to  go  to  a  pharmacy  to  fill  it,”  he  says. 
“Eye  doctors  aren’t  trained  the  same  way 
as  opticians  to  deal  with  the  eyewear  per 
se — working  with  refractions,  putting 
everything  together  to  make  sure  the 
glasses  fit  and  last.  And  most  doctors 
aren’t  really  fashion-oriented  either.” 

Instead  of  hitting  the  medical  journals, 
Stetsenko  and  Terry  hit  the  international 
trade  shows,  and  they  get  a  thrill  out  of 
discovering  new  designers.  “We  found 
this  company  in  Paris  called  Derome- 
Brenner,  a  husband  and  wife  team,  and 
they  design  eyewear,  and  from  the  same 


Husband  and  wife  Dimitri  Stetsenko  and 
Olga  Terry  opened  their  second 
bp+eyewear  in  San  Francisco  in  February. 

Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 

acetate  they  also  make  jewelry,”  he  says. 
“It’s  layers  and  layers  of  different-colored 
laminate.  Some  pieces  are  hand-carved, 
and  they're  really  beautiful.  We  were 
smitten  by  their  line,  and  we  just  had  to 
have  it.”  The  collection  was  created  in 
2005,  so  it’s  definitely  au  courant. 

They  also  import  sunglasses  and  frames 
from  European  designers  Funk  Eyewear 
(Germany),  Emia  (Spain),  Gotti  Niederer 
(Switzerland),  and  Reiz  (Germany). 

All  are  on  open  display.  “We  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  keeping  glasses  locked  up.  We 
want  people  to  touch  and  get  a  sense  of 
how  the  frame  feels,”  Stetsenko  says. 
“We  don’t  rush  the  process  either.  We 
want  to  help  you  buy  a  pair  of  glasses  that 
will  look  perfect  on  you,  so  people  will 
stop  you  and  ask  where  you  got  them.” 

He  notes  that  bp+eyewear  has  a  lab  on 
the  premises,  with  “top-of-the  line  Japan¬ 
ese  equipment,”  so  eyeglasses  can  usually 
be  fitted  within  a  couple  of  days. 

Customers  can  choose  from  a  range  of 
colors  and  designs,  crafted  in  high-end 
plastics,  titanium,  and  materials  such  as 
buffalo  and  reindeer  horn.  (For  the  latter, 
designers  can’t  ship  their  products  until 
after  the  reindeer  have  shed  their  horns 
each  year,  Stetsenko  says.)  Frames  range 
from  $200  to  $450. 

Stetsenko  grew  up  in  Odessa  in  the 
Ukraine  and  went  through  law  school 
there.  But  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  he  found  a  job  in  an  optician’s  lab, 
liked  the  work,  and  became  an  optician 
himself.  “I  made  the  right  choice  not  to 
pay  for  law  school  here  and  to  open  my 
own  business  instead” he  reflects. “There 
are  too  many  lawyers.  There  aren’t 
enough  cool  optical  shops.” 

The  hours  at  bp+eyewear  are  1 1  a.m. 
to  6:30  p.m.  Tuesday  through  Saturday, 
and  noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Sunday.  Stetsenko 
and  Terry  also  have  a  smaller  shop  on 
19th  Street,  which  they  opened  in  1997. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 

AVAILABLE 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


WWW.RUBYSCLAYSTUOIO.ORG 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


DERMALOUNGE 

1301  Church  Street  at  25th  Street 

415-285-6464 

www.dermalounge.com 

Last  December,  Church  Street’s  Nourish 
Skin  Care  Centre  went  under  the  knife,  so 
to  speak,  and  reemerged  as  Dermalounge. 
Owners  Marianne  Hoeft  and  Ken  Raley 
teamed  up  with  a  new  partner,  Nicole 
Alvino,  to  expand  the  day  spa’s  offerings. 

New  items  on  the  menu?  Botox,  for 
one.  “I  wanted  to  be  able  to  offer  a  more 
broad  range  of  services  to  our  clients,” 
Alvino  explains,  “so  we  added  some 
more  advanced  skin  care  and  hair  re¬ 
moval  treatments  to  include  laser  hair  re¬ 
moval,  microdermabrasion,  photody¬ 
namic  therapy,  Restylane,  and  botox.” 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  these  terms, 
microdermabrasion  is  the  streaming  of 
fine  crystals  across  the  face  to  remove 
dead  skin;  photodynamic  therapy  involves 
the  application  of  photosensitizing  lotion; 
Restylane  is  a  soft-tissue  filler  that  is  in¬ 
jected  into  the  skin  to  erase  lines  around 
the  nose  and  mouth;  and  botox  is  a  pop¬ 
ular  injectable  treatment  that  relaxes  fa¬ 
cial  muscles.  Treatments  run  from  $125 
for  a  microdermabrasion  to  $2,000  for  a 
three-treatment  series  of  photodynamic 
therapy. 

For  old-school  spa-nistas,  the  signature 
Nourish  facial — an  hour  of  lotions,  up¬ 
per-body  massage,  and  more  essential- 
oil-scented  hot  towels  than  you  could 
ever  hope  for — at  $95,  remains.  So  do 
various  waxing  services,  from  $12  for  the 
upper  lip  to  $85  for  the  bikini  line.  Prod¬ 
ucts  for  sale  come  from  SkinCeuticals, 
and  run  about  $25  for  a  toner  to  $125  for 
heavy-duty  moisturizing  creams. 

On  staff  are  three  skin  care  therapists, 
two  skin  health  consultants,  and  two 
nurses.  The  nurses — one  is  a  nurse  prac¬ 
titioner,  the  other  a  registered  nurse — per¬ 
form  advanced  treatments  such  as  laser 
hair  removal  and  botox  injections. 

Why  change  the  name  from  Nourish  to 
Dermalounge?  “We  loved  the  name 
Nourish,  but  it  was  too  innocent  and  or¬ 
ganic  for  the  more  advanced  services  that 


involve  lasers  and  needles,”  Alvino  says. 
“We  needed  a  name  that  would  grow  with 
the  company.” 

In  addition  to  the  new  name  comes  a 
new  look — the  treatment  rooms  have 
been  soundproofed  and  the  walls  painted 
in  metallic,  slate,  and  putty  colors  that 
complement  the  white  furnishings.  Lux¬ 
ury  touches  such  as  downy  comforters 
and  heated  treatment  tables  round  out  an 
experience  both  lavish  and  therapeutic. 

Alvino,  29,  received  her  MBA  from 
Stanford  University  and  worked  in  the 
corporate  world  before  concentrating 
full-time  on  Dermalounge.  She  lives  in 
Pacific  Heights  but  is  on  the  lookout  for 
some  Noe  Valley  digs.  “We  have  such  a 
loyal  client  base  in  Noe  Valley,”  she  says. 
“Our  clients  are  men  and  women,  gay  and 
straight,  and  we  aim  to  give  them  supe¬ 
rior  products  and  impeccable  service.” 

Dermalounge  is  open  Tuesday  through 
Friday  from  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  and  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Mention  this  article  to  receive  a  20  per¬ 
cent  discount  on  facials  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays  during  the  month  of  April. 


Skin  care  specialists  (left  to  right)  Meaghan 
Kelley,  Kristin  Ulrich,  and  Athena  Hewett 
will  do  their  best  to  pamper  you  at 
Dermalounge  on  Church  Street. 


7  year’s  experience 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 
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design 
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Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 

Specializing  in 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning 
and 

Highlights 
&  Lowlights 
NOW  AVAILABLE 
Facials,  Massage 
&  Nails 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St 
Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 

www.episodesalon.com 

Getting  Personal  with  your 
hair  is  our  job 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


COOE:  NW04 


We're  in  your  neighborhood! 
Bring  in  this  coupon  to  try  us  out 
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100  YEARS  LATER 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

1906  EARTHQUAKE  AND  FIRE  COMMEMORATION 

Join  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  in  celebrating 
the  enduring  spirit  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco 


Traditional  Memorial  at  Lotta’s  Fountain 
on  Tuesday,  April  18,  2006  at  4:30  am 
(Market  &  Kearny  Streets) 

Other  Centennial  Event  Information  sfrising.org  Emergency  Preparedness:  72hours.org 
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Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company. 
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PHARMACY  : :  PRESCRIPTION  COMPOUNDING  : :  VITAMINS 
SPA  &  BEAUTY  : :  NATURAL  MEDICINE  : :  WELLNESS 
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With  all  the  conflicting  information 
out  there,  how  can  you  decide  what  is 


out  there,  how  can  you  decide  what  is 

* 

best  for  your  health?  Pharmaca’s 


integrative  pharmacy 


your  next 


purchase 


pharmacists  and  health  practitioners 


can  answer  your  questions 
make  recommendations  on  the  best 


products  for  you. 


One  time  use  for  regularly  priced  merchandise  only.  Not  applicable  on 
services,  prescriptions,  postage,  floral  or  newspapers.  Rain  checks  not 
available.  Cannot  be  combined  with  any  othtr  discount.  Discount  only 
good  at  Pharmaca  in  San  Francisco.  Expires  4/30/06 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
925  Cole  Street ::  415.661.1216 


www.pharnraca.com 
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This  elegant  Victorian  at  3784  23rd  Street  was  one  of  the  hardy  survivors  of  the  Great 
Earthquake,  which  measured  8.3  on  the  Richter  scale.  1990s  illustration  by  Florence  Holub 


FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Fragments  of  the 
’06  Earthquake 

Every  April  my  thoughts  turn  to 
the  Great  Earthquake  and  Fire, 
which  rudely  shook  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  awake  at  5:12  a.m.  on  April  18, 
1906.  1  try  to  imagine  how  the  people  of 
our  fair  city  rose  above  the  disaster. 

I  have  no  firsthand  knowledge  of  the 
earthquake,  because  my  family  didn’t 
move  here  until  19  years  later,  when  I 
was  5.  By  then,  everything  seemed  to  be 
in  apple-pie  order. 

We  stayed  for  a  short  time  on  23rd 
Street,  between  Chattanooga  and 
Church,  with  the  Haglunds,  friends  and 
members  of  the  Swede-Finn  colony  in 
Noe  Valley.  Each  day,  my  mother  went 
out  to  search  for  living  quarters  large 
enough  to  accommodate  our  family  of 
five.  While  she  was  gone,  I  often  stood 
at  the  front  window  studying  the  inter¬ 
esting  manor  across  the  street.  It  seemed 
grand  compared  to  our  farmhouse  in 
Idaho.  It  was  bigger  than  our  bam! 

I  developed  a  fondness  for  that  house, 
and  as  an  adult  I  often  returned  to 
sketch  it.  One  day,  an  old  school  friend, 
Esther  Koch,  happened  by  as  I 
sketched,  and  told  me  that  her  uncle 
lived  in  the  house.  She  asked  me  to  do  a 
painting  for  him.  and  later  she  requested 
that  I  do  another  for  her  mother,  who 
had  grown  up  there. 

I  saw  Esther  again  not  too  long  ago, 
and  she  told  me  regretfully  that  both  her 
uncle  and  mother  had  died.  And  alas, 
the  paintings  she  had  commissioned  had 
been  carried  off  by  other  members  of 
the  family.  Thinking  that  Esther 
deserved  one  of  her  own,  I  did  another 
painting  for  her  (but  this  one  was  “on 
the  house”!). 

That  wooden  house  at  3784  23rd 
Street,  Esther  told  me,  had  withstood 
the  1906  Earthquake,  but  the  fireplace 
had  broken  apart.  Fortunately,  the  bricks 
fell  out  into  the  garden  and  not  into  the 
parlor  where  the  family  had  gathered. 

I  wondered  what  the  kids  thought  of 
this  huge  upheaval.  In  the  ’20s,  the 
occasional  tremors  my  two  brothers  and 
I  felt  were  a  novel  experience  for  us 
Idaho  natives,  but  as  children  we  did 
not  feel  fear,  perhaps  due  to  the  condi¬ 
tioning  of  our  father.  Whenever  there 
was  a  jolt  in  the  night,  he  would  call  out 
gleefully,  “Wasn’t  that  fun!”  Generally 
it  was,  and  the  hint  of  danger  made 
things  even  more  exciting. 

Sometimes  the  quakes  came  in  a  gen¬ 
tly  rolling  motion,  and  we  felt  as  though 
we  were  being  cradled  and  lulled  back 


to  sleep  by  Mother  Nature. 

But  in  the  minds  of  other  San 
Francisco  newcomers,  the  smallest 
quiver  could  provoke  a  violent  reaction. 
A  medium-sized  quake  struck  in  1957, 
soon  after  our  friend  John  moved  here. 
We  were  visiting  him  and  his  wife  in 
their  30th  Street  apartment  when  the 
shaking  started.  John  jumped  to  his  feet, 
his  eyes  wide  open,  and  shouted,  “I’m 
going  back  to  Florida!” 

However,  John’s  bride  Barbara,  who 
was  from  the  Bay  Area,  was  not  so 
inclined.  She  had  lived  in  Florida  for  a 
short  time,  until  the  day  she  discovered 
an  alligator  in  her  garden!  Barbara 
thought  there  were  worse  things  in  life 
than  an  occasional  earthquake. 

I  too  find  it  hard  to  accept  how  terri¬ 
ble  the  devastation  of  1906  really 
was.  Thousands  of  lives  were  lost 
and  buildings  destroyed.  One  of  the  few 
physical  remains  on  Nob  Hill  was  a 
small  colonnade  at  the  entrance  to  the 
elegant  Towne  Mansion.  Aptly  titled 
"Portals  of  the  Past,”  the  graceful 
columns  were  later  moved  to  Golden 
Gate  Park,  where  they  stand  framed  by 
cypresses  at  the  edge  of  a  tranquil  pond. 

I  learned  about  another  fine  down¬ 
town  mansion  lost  to  the  fire — and  of 
the  people  who  lived  in  it — from  the 
daughter  of  a  prominent  physician, 
Phillip  Brown,  and  his  wife,  Adelaide 
Brown. 

The  Browns  wrote  to  loved  ones  after 
the  quake,  letting  them  know  that  they 
were  alive  and  well.  The  letter  was  a 
wonderful,  vivid  account  that  began, 
"With  the  first  shake,  the  mantle  and  the 
chimney  were  thrown  across  the  room. 
Then  the  chimney  from  the  nearby 


church  fell  through  the  skylights  and 
landed  on  the  lower  floor.  Every  glass 
globe,  bottle,  dish,  and  glass  in  the 
house  was  smashed  in  46  seconds.” 

The  concerned  parents  rushed  over 
the  bricks  and  rubble  to  the  children’s 
rooms  and  were  relieved  to  find  their 
three  little  ones  safe  and  sound.  A  dozen 
or  more  shocks  followed,  but  the  house 
remained  standing,  although  they  had 
no  gas,  water,  or  telephone  service. 
When  they  looked  out  the  front  win¬ 
dow,  they  saw  their  neighbors  running 
around  the  middle  of  Van  Ness  Avenue 
in  their  nightgowns! 

From  the  rooftop  they  could  see  fires 
igniting  all  over.  The  water  mains  had 
broken,  and  there  was  no  water  to  put 
out  the  flames.  The  Palace  Hotel  burned 
down.  Then  City  Hall  was  consumed. 

At  that  point,  the  mayor  took  drastic 
measures,  fearing  that  if  the  fire  were 
not  stopped  at  Van  Ness  Avenue  it 
would  devour  the  Fillmore  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  city.  He  ordered  the  resi¬ 
dents  to  leave,  allowing  them  to  take 
only  what  they  could  carry.  Whole 
blocks  were  then  blown  up  with  dyna¬ 
mite  in  order  to  halt  the  fire. 

The  fire  was  stopped,  but  only  after 
half  the  city  lay  in  ruins  and  hordes  of 
homeless  people  clogged  every  street 
and  pathway  leading  out  of  town. 

This  mayhem  was  witnessed  by  a 
lady  I  spoke  with  one  day  while  waiting 
for  a  bus  near  Van  Ness  and  Market. 

She  told  me  that  as  a  little  girl,  she  had 


stood  at  her  window,  at  this  same  inter¬ 
section,  watching  the  masses  of  people 
streaming  by,  carrying  their  belongings. 
Many  of  them,  she  recalled,  were  carry¬ 
ing  birdcages  and  Tiffany  lamps. 

She  added  that  the  family  across  the 
avenue  had  gathered  their  possessions, 
then  dug  a  deep  hole  in  their  back  yard. 
There  they  buried  the  piano,  which  was 
too  heavy  to  move  very  far.  When  the 
ashes  had  settled,  they  returned  to  dig 
up  the  treasure,  only  to  discover  that 
someone  had  already  stolen  it! 

Although  the  fire  north  of  Market 
was  contained,  it  raged  south  into  the 
Mission  District  until  it  threatened  to 
cross  20th  Street.  Luckily,  a  hydrant  at 
the  top  of  what  we  now  know  as 
Dolores  Park  still  had  its  water  supply 
and  firemen  and  volunteers  were  able  to 
bring  the  blaze  under  control.  Today  we 
can  thank  this  “Little  Giant”  for  the 
wealth  of  older  Victorians  in  Noe  Valley. 

Our  son  Jan  enjoyed  living  in  one  of 
them  for  a  while — the  Daly  House, 
which  overlooks  the  city  from  the 
southwest  comer  of  Guerrero  and  21st 
streets.  John  Daly,  the  owner,  operated  a 
dairy  on  the  outskirts  of  San  Francisco, 
and  after  the  quake,  a  tent  city  sprang 
up  in  his  pasture.  The  town  that  later 
grew  out  of  that  site  was  named  Daly 
City  in  his  honor. 

Last  April  18,  as  I  traveled  down¬ 
town  on  the  J-car,  the  young  lady 
seated  next  to  me  spotted  the  bal¬ 
loons,  ribbons,  and  flowers  adorning  the 
fireplug  at  the  comer  of  Church  and 
20th  streets.  She  wondered  aloud  what 
all  the  fuss  was  about.  I  was  pleased  to 
explain  that  this  was  the  hydrant  which 
according  to  legend  had  stopped  the 
Fire  of  1906. 

Each  April  18  at  about  6:30  a.m.,  the 
the  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Hook 
and  Ladder  Society,  joined  by  as  many 
’06  quake  survivors  as  can  still  make  it, 
come  to  repaint  the  hydrant  in  gold.  The 
oldest  survivor  gets  to  use  the  spray  can 
first!  Then  everyone  shares  reminis¬ 
cences  and  gives  thanks  to  the  heroic 
fireplug,  which  spared  the  Mission  (and 
our  delightful  neighborhood  as  well)  for 
future  generations  to  enjoy.  ■ 


Writer  Florence  Holub,  who  has  lived 
on  21st  Street  for  49  years,  first  shared 
her  earthquake  stories  in  the  April  1997 
issue  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 
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St.  Paul’s  School 


Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly ,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


Soperior 

Servke 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Spetialist  Since  1979 


& 

BBB 


Now  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 

£3O0°<3£1 


2233  Harrison  St./ 1 8th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 


'Yfiank  You 


Jvarado  Elementary  School  has  been  very 
fortunate  to  have  had  tremendous  support  from 
our  Noe  Valley  merchants  and  residents  over  the 
years.  Also,  from  the  Mission  to  Diamond  Heights, 
the  Castro  to  Glen  Park,  and  all  over  San  Francisco, 
people  have  become  involved  and  supported  our 
community  building  and  fund-raising  efforts  — 
and  it  shows. 

fkanfi  you  aCC 

Together  we  can  make  a  great  environment  for 
all  children  that  extends  beyond  the  schools. 

The  Families  and  Staff  of  Alvarado  School 


HOMEBIRTH  IN  ‘ 
NOE  VALLESJ 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school  offering 

•  Small  classes  in  K-8; 

•  Low  student-teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  a.m.  &-  p.m.  extended  care; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities  including  study  hall, 
language,  music,  dance  6-  sports  league. 

6  year  WASC  accreditation 


Preschool  now  open 


Preschool 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson.  Director 
725,  Diamond  Street 
(415)  282  0141 

Grades  K-8 

Sr.  Ann  Cronin,  BVM.  Principal 
665,  Elizabeth  Street 
(415)  824  8467 

www.saintphilipschool.com 
infotSwww.  samtDhiliDSchool.com 


The  "Rpom  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

■  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

»  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2005-06  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  Ihe  school,  visit  our  website. 


live  room,  to  ,Sro»/ 

I’  R  B  S  C  II  ©  O  I. 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 1 0  •  41 5-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 
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Mission 

YMCA 


Camp  Sign  Up  Day 

April  8, 2006 

10:00  AM  -  2:00  PM 

4080  Mission  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415-586-6900 


Phoebe  (left)  and  Jordan  Russell  enjoyed  chocolate  ice  cream  while  camping  last  summer  at  Soleil  du  Pibeste.Agos-Vidalos,  France. They 
probably  like  it  just  fine  back  home  on  Cesar  Chavez  Street  too.  Photo  by  Kathy  (Mom)  Russell 


w  h  i  p  p  1 

oonstruoti 

remodeling  .  kitchens .  baths 
(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstructionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 

1  e 

o  n 

$48.70  + Cert.S  ET  Fee 


alencia  Smog 

Test  Only  Center 


•  Enhanced  Smog  Inspection 
(Dyno  Smog) 

•  DMV  Renewal  Notice 
(Test  Only  Station) 


1633  Valencia  St.  #A  -  SF  -  CA  94110 
Ph.  415.648.8003  •  Fax  415.648.8004 

Mon.  -  Fri.  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Saturday  9  a.m. -5  p.m. 
Sun.  -  By  Appointment  Only 


-  Gross  Polluters  Certified 

-  Out  of  State  Vehicles 

-  Regular  Smog 

-  Oil  Change  Service 


f 


St.  James  Scfioo 

“Smafl  Scfioof,  (Jiant  Opportunity" 

321  Fair  Oaks  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94110  •  Easy  Access  to  24th  St.  Bart  &  280 

(415)  647-8972  www.saintjamessf.org 

Low  Student-Teacher  Ratio  •  Fine  Arts,  Technology,  RE.  and  Health 

A.M.  /  P.M.  Extended  Care 


Substantial  Tuition  Assistance 


m 


> 

0  *1 


Member  of  the 

Alliance  of  Mission  District  Catholic  Schools 


CALL  US  TO  SCHEDULE  A  TOUR! 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 

1782  Chi. hi  H  Si.,  San  Francisco* 415.648.2644  •  wew.ois.HHj/coiiNsHJNc 


<  etehrjnuf  Out  I  ff*  K. 


soul 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  4 1 5  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Come  meet  Cassie 
and  other  rockin' 
Rocket  Dogs  at  our 
mobile  adoption 
fairs  on: 


The  1st  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Zephyr  Realty  on  24th  Street 


The  3rd  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Bank  of  America  in  the  Castro 


~Noon  to  4  pm  ~ 

Or  check  out  www.rocketdogrescue.org 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $32  for  3  courses 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 


will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 

•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 


8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 


J 


— 
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Kids  Pick  a  Good  Day.  Katherine  (first  on  left)  celebrated  her  seventh  birthday  on  a  rare  spring-like  day  in  February.  Joining  her  at  Douglass  Playground  (on  Katherine’s 
side  of  the  table)  were  Anne.  Juno.  James,  and  James  (with  the  balloons).  On  the  other  side.  Mathy.  Sam.  Alistair,  Maya,  and  Daril  completed  the  festive  crew. 


Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


The  James  Lick  Middle  School  PTSA  would  like  to 
thank  the  following  donors/merchants  for  supporting 
our  Spring  2006  Silent  Auction 

49ers  Ultimate  Experience  (Supervisor  Bevan  Duffy),  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Accent  on  Flowers  ,  Aiko  Lanier  Cuneo,  Alice's  Restaurant, 
American  Gymnastic,  Ames  Lock  &  Security,  Amoeba  Music,  Artery,  At 
Home  Family  Massage,  Balboa  Theater,  Bayshore  Builders,  Beach 
Chalet,  Bergen  James,  D.D.S.,  Bi-Rite  Market,  Camp  Edvendture 
Morel,  Carina  Jewelry,  Charm,  Chavas,  Chez  Maman,  Chocolate 
Covered,  Chop  Shop,  Christopher's  Books,  Cliff's  Variety  Store,  Cole 
Hardware,  Colibri,  Continental  Airlines,  Cooks  Boulevard,  Cotton 
Basics,  Cover  to  Cover,  Cowden  Automotive,  Inc.  Cutting  Edge  Salon, 
Dance  Mission  Theater,  Dimitra’s  Skin  Care  &  MediSpa,  diPetro  Todd 
Salon,  Drewes  Meats,  Effy's  Creations  ,  Ellen  Sakoloff,  Ernie  Vasquez  - 
Personal  Coach,  Excelsior  Auto  Care,  Eye  Q  Optometry,  Four  Star 
Video,  Gallery  of  Jewels  Gift  Certificate,  Global  Exchange,  Golden  Gate 
Park  Golf  Course,  Gold's  Gym,  Good  Life  Grocery,  Harveys/Harrahs  .- 
South  Lake  Tahoe,  Heartfelt,  Holy  Bagel,  Homewood  Mountain  Ski 
Resort,  Hot  Headz  Hair  Salon,  Imagiknit,  Inn  at  the  Opera,  Isabellas 
Ice  Cream  and  Dessert  Cafe,  Joseph  Schmidt  Chocolates,  Just  for  Fun, 
La  Corneta  Taqueria,  La  Mediterranee  II,  Ladybug  Ladybug,  Ladybug 
Ladybug,  Laurie  Frankel  Photography,  Lisa  Violetto,  Lite  for  Life, 
Lovejoy's  Tea  Room,  Lucca  Ravioli  Gift  Certificate,  Maggie  Mudd  Cake, 
Mandalay  Restaurant,  Martha  &  Bros.  Coffee  Company,  Metronome, 
Michael  Bruno  ,  Mission  Cliffs,  MoMo's,  Moonlight  Cafe  &  Crepe  House, 
Mozzarella  Di  Bufala  Pizzeria,  Nan  Foster,  Nicholas  Soter  -  Legal 
Consult,  Noe  Knit,  Noe  Valley  Auto  Works,  Inc.,  Omar  Visquel,  Owen 
Baker-Flynn  Performance,  PanoRama  Baking  Company,  Paul  Lanier, 
Peet's  Coffee  &  Tea,  Personal  Tour  by  Mayor  Newsom,  Plain  Jane's, 
Plant  It  Earth,  Precision  Auto  Repair,  Qoio,  Ruth  Asawa,  San  Francisco 
Ballet,  San  Francisco  Circus  Center,  San  Francisco  Conservatory  of 
Dance,  San  Francisco  Giants,  Score!  Educational  Centers,  Showtime 
Limousine,  Sofia's  Skin  Care,  Sorrento  Deli,  Spiazzo  Caffe,  Starbucks, 
Sugar  Bowl  Ski  Resort,  Sylvan  Learning  Center,  Terra  Mia  Ceramic 
Studio,  The  Domestic  Diva,  The  Ramp,  Tom's  On  Cortland,  Tres 
Agaves,  Ultimate  Cookie,  Union  Music,  Valencia  Whole  Foods,  Vendima, 
Video  Wave,  Vierra  &  Friends,  Virtual  Vision  360,  Walkershaw  Clothing, 
Warriors  Tickets,  Wee  Scotty  -  Sewing,  Wheels  of  Justice,  Wink  S.F. 

If  we  missed  your  name  we  thank  you  twice  as 
much  -  we  hope  to  see  you  next  year  for  this 
fantastic  event! 


OHLPRLVS 


4066  24th  Street 

in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

(415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  7 
Open  every  day 
www.smallfrys.com 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2006-07 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 

YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley’s  Favorite  Children’s  Store 


Your 

Zutano 

Headquarters 
in  Noe  Valley! 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
mnufimont  rhuth'm  rhantc  and  instrument  nla 


415-596-02,99 


Visit  the  web  site  or  call  to  get  started!  WWW.muSiCtOgethersf.COm 


Spring  Session  April  6th  -  June  17th 

10  Weeks  of  Musical  Fun! 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location  —  Try  a  free  demo 


1 FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 
9 


ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94112 


(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 


Live  Oak  School 


Summer  Oaks  2006 


Dates 

Kindergarten  through  Fifth  Grade 
June  19 -August  11  (8  weeks) 
Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 
June  19-July  28  (6  weeks) 

Morning  Session 

9:00  am -12:00  noon 

Lunch  Break 

12:00  noon -12:30  pm 

Afternoon  Session 

12:30  pm -3:30  pm  (3:00  pm 

for  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade) 

Extended  Care 

8:00  am -9:00  am 
3 :00  pm -6:00  pm 
Weekly  Cost 

Kindergarten  and  first  Grade 
$150  half  day;  $225  full  day 
Second  through  Eighth  Grades 
$150- $300  per  course 
A  $50  non-refundable  deposit 
reserves  space  each  week. 

Live  Oak  School 
1555  Mariposa  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  861-8840 
www.liveoaksf.org 


Courses  led  by  skilled  instructors  in  arts, 
academics,  sports,  and  project-based 
learning  immerse  students  In  a  world  of 
summer  learning  and  summer  fun.  Choose 
your  courses)  Choose  one  to  eight  weeks! 
Choose  half  day  or  full  day! 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 

Students  entering  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
explore  weekly  themes  that  support 
imagination  and  invention  in  a  fun  and 
educational  environment.  Themes:  Frogs  and 
Toads,  Super  Kids,  Undersea  Adventure,  and 
Magical  Creatures. 

Second  through  Eighth  Grades 

Students  in  Second  Grade  through  Eighth  Grade 
can  mix  and  match  morning  and  afternoon 
courses  by  the  week  to  create  a  dynamic  and 
individualized  summer  program. 

Second  through  Fifth  Grades 

Math  Mystery,  Science,  Spanish,  Music,  Drama, 
Dance,  Poetry,  Sports,  Cooking  with  Chemistry, 
Art  and  Crafts,  and  more. 

Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 

Drama,  Dance  Theater,  Spanish,  Learn  to  be  a 
Chef,  Sports,  Art,  Babysitting/C  IT,  Math  Review, 
Reading  Workshop,  SSAT  Prep,  and  more. 

Schedule  and  Registration 

Visit  www.liveoaksf.org/summeroaks  after 


At  Children’s  Day  School, we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 


6th  grade  began  fall  2003 
7th  grade  began  fall  2004 
8th  grade  began  fall  2005 


of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


DAY 

SCHOOL 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1 983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Parents  and  volunteers  report  on  the 
latest  goings-on  at  Noe  Valley’s  pub¬ 
lic  schools:  Fairmount  Elementary,  James 
Lick  Middle,  and  Alvarado  Elementary. 

FAIRMOUNT 

The  Envelope,  Please 

Families  from  Noe  Valley  and  its  envi¬ 
rons  anxiously  awaiting  the  decisions  of 
the  Educational  Placement  Center  were 
opening  their  envelopes  the  weekend  of 
March  5  to  see  if  they  had  won  the  lottery 
and  received  their  choice  of  schools. 

Continuing  recent  enrollment  trends  at 
Fairmount,  more  parents  requested  spots 
for  their  kids  in  the  Spanish-immersion 
program  than  were  available  at  the  school 
(40).  Still,  families  of  60  new  kindergart- 
ners  were  delighted  to  find  their  students 
joining  the  Class  of  2012. 

Another  interesting  trend  showed  up  in 
this  year’s  graduating  class.  Thirty-four 
of  the  current  fifth-grade  Spanish-im¬ 
mersion  students  will  be  continuing  their 
education  in  the  growing  Spanish-im¬ 
mersion  program  at  our  Noe  Valley  sister 
school,  James  Lick  Middle  School. 

As  the  school  district’s  consent-decree 
ends,  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District  will  be  developing  a  student  as¬ 
signment  system  to  replace  the  old  court- 
ordered  process.  Interested  citizens  should 
contact  the  district  to  find  out  about  up¬ 
coming  public  hearings  on  the  new  as¬ 
signment  system,  which  will  go  into  ef¬ 
fect  in  the  2007-08  school  year. 

A  Fair  Mountain  of  Snow 

More  than  40  parents  and  kids,  some 
of  whom  had  never  seen  or  played  in 
snow  before,  journeyed  to  the  Sierras  the 
weekend  of  March  17  for  Fairmount’s 
first  family  snow  trip.  Hitting  perfect 
weather  (no  chains!)  and  fresh  white 
powder  covering  the  pines,  the  group  was 
delighted  to  find  a  winter  wonderland. 

Families  skied,  sledded,  and  built 
snowmen  in  the  white  powder.  The  trip, 
coordinated  by  parent  Laurie  Wigham, 
used  the  Sierra  Club’s  Clair  Tappaan 
Lodge  in  Norden,  Calif.,  which  provided 
a  full  meal  service  and  a  wonderful  livin- 
groom  gathering  place  that  enabled  fam¬ 
ilies  to  relax  and  enjoy  one  another’s 
company  in  the  evening. 

The  lodge  offered  a  courtesy  shuttle  to 
the  nearby  Sugar  Bowl  ski  resort  as  well 
as  the  opportunity  to  cross-country  ski  out 
the  back  of  the  lodge.  At  the  end  of  the 
trip,  parents  brainstormed  ways  to  get  to 


the  snow  more  often,  including  one-day 
trips  during  the  next  school  year. 

After-School  Programs  to  Merge 

After  a  yearlong  planning  process,  the 
two  after-school  programs  at  Fairmount 
are  preparing  to  merge  into  one.  The  new 
program  will  effectively  use  the  resources 
of  both  to  serve  all  the  kids  needing  after¬ 
school  care. 

Growth  and  Learning  Opportunities 
(formerly  West  Portal  Care),  which  runs 
the  current  before-and-after-school  pro¬ 
gram  as  well  as  the  district-sponsored 
Amigos  program,  have  been  working  to¬ 
gether  this  year  on  a  pilot  basis  to  develop 
after-school  activities  that  enable  all  of 
the  students  needing  after-school  care  to 
participate. 

With  the  assistance  of  a  grant  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community  Develop¬ 
ment,  the  two  programs  have  embarked 
on  a  series  of  program  improvements,  in¬ 
cluding  the  expansion  of  “choice  time,” 
which  allows  students  who  are  done  with 
their  homework  period  to  engage  in  ac¬ 
tivities  such  as  sports,  art,  and  earth  and 
culture  (which  explores  topics  involving 
the  earth). 


Over  one-third  of  the  school  commu¬ 
nity  will  be  able  to  receive  on-site  after¬ 
school  programming  with  the  merger  of 
the  new  programs  for  the  upcoming 
2006-07  school  year.  Tuition  will  be  on 
a  sliding-scale  basis. 

Looking  Forward  to  Fiesta Val 

It’s  already  happening.  Students  are 
practicing  their  songs  and  dances,  parent 
volunteers  are  collecting  fabulous  auction 
donations,  and  the  whole  neighborhood  is 
gearing  up  to  join  in  the  fun  at  our  Fies¬ 
ta  Val  celebration,  on  May  20  this  year. 
Look  for  more  details  in  next  month’s 
Voice! 

— Tom  Ruiz 


JAMES  LICK 

Lick  Students  Shine  at  Randall 
Museum  Science  Awards 

All  six  students  chosen  to  represent 
James  Lick  Middle  School  at  this  year’s 
city  wide  science  competition  at  the  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum  came  home  with  ribbons! 

Who  have  better  memories,  pre-teens 
or  their  parents?  Boys  or  girls?  If  you 


want  to  know,  ask  Gianfranco  Armas, 
whose  project  on  memory  won  first  prize 
among  competing  sixth-graders. 

Sixth-grader  Will  Simons  won  second 
prize  for  demonstrating  the  effect  of 
weight  on  the  velocity  of  a  skateboard. 
Seventh-graders  Alazan  Flores  and  Oscar 
Gates-Kent  and  sixth-graders  Tania 
Nunez  and  Courtney  High  were  awarded 
honorable  mention  for  their  projects. 
These  winners  and  several  other  James 
Lick  students  who  were  recognized  at  our 
own  science  fair  earlier  this  year  were 
honored  at  a  pizza  party  on  March  15. 

Kudos  to  them,  and  to  the  wonderful 
teachers  who  helped  them  rise  to  the  top. 

Camp  Gourmet  Sizzles  This  Summer 

Looking  for  something  fun  and  tasty  to 
do  this  summer?  If  you’re  between  the 
ages  of  1 1  and  14,  you  can  learn  how  to 
read  recipes,  plan  nutritious  meals,  and 
create  mouthwatering  dishes  this  summer 
when  Camp  Gourmet  takes  residence  at 
James  Lick  School.  Kids  will  learn  how 
to  cook,  bake,  and  grill — and  they’ll  get 
to  eat,  too.  One-week  sessions,  which  in¬ 
clude  field  trips  on  Wednesdays,  begin 
June  26.  Call  the  San  Francisco  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Department  at  205-5971 
for  more  information. 

Festival  Heals  Through  Art  and 
Poetry 

Adonis  Torres,  dean  of  students  at 
James  Lick,  has  spent  many  years  help¬ 
ing  students  use  poetry  and  art  to  deal 
with  the  impact  of  violence  on  their  lives. 
You  are  invited  to  view  the  students’  cre¬ 
ations  and  hear  live  poetry  readings  when 
Mr.  Torres'  organization,  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Peninsula  Peace  Initiative,  presents 
the  second  annual  Poetry  and  Art  Festi¬ 
val  of  the  Youth  of  San  Francisco.  The  fo¬ 
cus  of  the  group  is  maintaining  peace  in 
our  streets. 

The  event  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  25,  from  5  to  7  p.m.  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Library,  100  Larkin  Street  at 
Grove,  in  the  auditorium  on  the  library’s 
lower  level.  Finger  food,  coffee,  tea,  and 
cookies  will  be  served.  Please  enter  at  30 
Grove  Street  and  proceed  directly  down¬ 
stairs  to  the  lower  level. 

Yearbooks  Keep  Memories  Alive 

If  you’ve  been  out  of  school  for  a 
decade  or  more,  you’ve  probably 
searched  for  your  school  yearbook  at  least 
once  or  twice,  to  recall  old  friends’  names 
and  faces.  But  if  your  family  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  to  buy  a  yearbook,  would  those 
treasured  memories  be  lost  forever? 

Yearbook  adviser  Tobi  Hacker  and  the 
2006  yearbook  staff  extend  thanks  to  all 
the  members  of  the  community  who  re¬ 
cently  purchased  ads  and  made  donations 
to  support  the  2006  James  Lick  Yearbook. 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


A  citywide  science  fair  at  the  Randall  Museum  honored  the  creativity  of  James  Lick  students 
(back  row,  left  to  right)  Alazan  Flores,  Will  Simons,  Courtney  High,  Tania  Nunez,  and  (front 
row)  Oscar  Gates-Kent  and  Gianfranco  Armas. 


The  Ark 


A  collection  of  beautiful  toys  from  all  over  the  world. 

Helpful,  knowledgeable  staff,  free  gift  wrap. 

Shipping  available. 


1312  Fourth  Street,  Berkeley.  510-349-1930  and  3345  24th  Street,  San 


sco.  415-321-1257 
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dra  Redfield  Cohen  and  her  husband, 
sixth-grade  teacher  Brian  Cohen,  on  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Jada,  bom  on 
March  6,  2006. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

These  donations  are  greatly  appreciated, 
as  we  have  a  diverse  population  of  stu¬ 
dents,  many  of  whom  cannot  afford  a 
yearbook.  Checks  payable  to  JLMS  Year¬ 
book  are  always  welcome!  If  you'd  like 
to  help  out,  contact  Ms.  Hacker  at  the 
school,  695-5675,  or  e-mail  tsachack@ 
yahoo.com.  And  watch  for  a  community 
event  in  May  sponsored  by  the  yearbook 
class,  with  music,  dancing,  food,  and  fun 
to  benefit  this  very  good  cause. 

Ashland  Trip  Was  As  Merry  As  the 
Day  Is  Long 

By  the  time  this  report  goes  to  press, 
we '  11  be  on  our  way  home  from  our  fourth 
annual  Shakespeare  Festival  field  trip  to 
Ashland,  Ore.,  filled  with  new  memories 
of  crossing  the  Siskiyou  Mountains  into 
Oregon,  touring  Crater  Lake,  being  awed 
by  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  outdoor 
stage  in  beautiful  Lithia  Park,  taking  part 
in  workshops,  and  watching  the  amazing 
plays.  Thanks  to  all  who  helped  us  get 
there  by  supporting  the  school  and  our 
hard-working  PTSA. 

James  Lick  Enrollment  Requests  Up! 

Word  must  be  getting  out  about  the 
good  things  that  are  happening  at  James 
Lick  Middle  School — enrollment  re¬ 
quests  increased  significantly  this  year. 
With  the  many  positive  changes  at  the 
school,  we  anticipate  that  James  Lick 
will  soon  become  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
quested  middle  schools  in  the  district! 

The  Littlest  Bulldog 

Congratulations  to  art  teacher  Alexan¬ 


ALVARADO 

The  Play’s  the  Thing! 

Following  24  weeks  of  hard  work  and 
fun  in  the  school’s  theater  classes,  our 
fourth-grade  students  demonstrated  the 
skills  they  learned  by  performing  in  four 
dramatic  presentations  last  month:  “The 
Stinky  Cheese  Man,”  “The  Phantom  Toll- 
booth,"  “Collected  Folktales  from  Our 
Families  of  Origin,"  and  “Two  Plays,” 
telling  the  life  stories  of  Cesar  Chavez 
and  Roberto  Clemente. 

Bravo!  to  director  Michelle  Holdt  Rod¬ 
erick,  who  has  led  Alvarado's  young  ac¬ 
tors  for  the  past  five  years,  and  a  big  round 
of  applause  for  all  the  energetic  students 
who  bring  us  joy  with  their  perform¬ 
ances.  We're  really  looking  forward  to 
May,  when  the  fifth-graders  will  do  an¬ 
other  cycle  of  plays. 

Backstage  Tour  at  Bell 

A  big  thank-you  to  the  folks  at  Bell 
Market  for  hosting  a  tour  of  the  store  for 
1 8  students  in  our  Excel  after-school  pro¬ 
gram  on  Feb.  9.  Max  Millard  reports  that 
store  manager  Enrico  Fomesi  arranged 
the  tour  and  longtime  employee  Laura 
Taylor  guided  the  group  through  all  the 
departments,  including  areas  that  shop¬ 
pers  rarely  see:  the  huge  walk-in  refrig¬ 
erators,  the  giant  conveyer  belts,  and  the 
meat  preparation  department  upstairs. 

At  the  end  of  the  tour,  Ms.  Taylor  gave 
the  students  two  big  packages  of  Valen¬ 
tine  cookies  and  two  bags  of  bright  or¬ 
ange  clementines.  The  store  also  supports 
the  Excel  cooking  class  each  month  with 
a  $25  gift  certificate.  Thank  you.  Bell,  for 


St.  John  School 


INNOVATIONS 
in  iKMiOtayy 


925  Chenery  Street 

in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  ( K— 8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584-8383 

www.stJohnseagles.com 
Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  &  2:30  p.m 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


Saint  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


0OQQGQ  OOOQOOQ 


Weekly  themes  include: 

Rainforest  Adventures: 
Fantasy  &  Fairytales: 
Pre-school  Picassos; 
Fizzy,  Foamy  Fun! 

And  manv  more... 


For  applications  and  information: 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson.  Director 
hopepetersonpredir@sbcglobal.net 
www.saintphilippreschool.com 
(415)  282  0141 


a  fun  and  educational  trip,  and  thank  you. 
Max  Millard,  for  telling  us  about  it! 

Gift  Wrap  Winners 

If  you  happened  to  purchase  gift  wrap 
from  our  students  or  their  families  last 
fall,  you’ll  be  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
school  raised  almost  $9,000  from  this 
fundraiser,  with  half  of  the  money  going 
directly  to  teachers  to  pay  for  supplies  and 
class  projects.  Congratulations  to  four 
budding  young  student  entrepreneurs:  top 
sellers  Andre  Retauro,  Room  8;  Charles 
Brady,  Room  B 1 ;  Solomon  Perez,  Room 
15;  and  Juan  Valencia,  Room  B2. 

Rummage  Sale  April  22  &  23 

The  much-loved  Alvarado  Rummage 
Sale  is  coming  to  Noe  Valley  this  month 
on  Saturday,  April  22,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m., 
and  Sunday,  April  23, 9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Sat¬ 
urday  is  the  regular  Fabulous  Rummage 
Sale,  and  Sunday  is  our  famous  Bargain 
Clear-Out  and  Clean-Up  Day,  when  peo¬ 
ple  enter  for  a  small  admission  and  then 
take  out  as  much  as  they  can  carry,  lug, 
roll,  or  drive  away. 

This  year,  we  are  hoping  that  more  peo¬ 
ple  will  come  on  Sunday,  to  ensure  less 
stuff  left  over  on  Monday  morning,  since 
space  is  tight  at  school  with  all  the  con¬ 
struction  going  on.  Don’t  miss  the  sale. 
All  money  earned  will  help  fund  won¬ 
derful  programs.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  school. 

If  you’re  doing  your  spring  cleaning 
and  want  to  donate  the  used  or  new  stuff 
that  is  crowding  your  closets  and  cup¬ 
boards,  bring  it  to  the  school  on  the  two 
preceding  Saturdays,  April  8  and  15,  be¬ 
tween  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  (No  computers, 
stuffed  animals,  or  mattresses  please.) 

Welcome,  Kindergartners! 

A  warm  welcome  to  all  the  new  kinder¬ 
garten  students  and  families  who  have  re¬ 
cently  registered  and  who  will  be  joining 


us  next  fall.  It  is  great  to  see  so  many  new 
faces! 

Prop.  A  Construction 

We  are  starting  to  see  changes  at  the 
school,  as  the  Prop.  A-funded  construc¬ 
tion  project  is  well  on  its  way  to  making 
Alvarado  more  accessible.  Thank  you 
again  to  our  neighbors  for  your  patience 
and  support  through  this  process.  If  you 
have  questions,  please  stop  by  the  princi¬ 
pal’s  office. 

Morning  Drop-Off  Zone 

To  help  alleviate  the  double-parking  on 
Douglass  Street  and  around  the  school, 
parents  please  continue  to  pull  around  the 
comer  of  the  school  onto  22nd  Street  to 
drop  your  children  off  in  the  morning. 
The  benefit  to  everyone  is  increased 
safety! 

Contributing  to  the  Alvarado  School  Re¬ 
port  this  month  were  Sue  Cattoche,  Lisa 
Barry,  Christine  Young,  Max  Millard,  and 
Jo  Wigley  Baldwin.  Thank  you,  everybody. 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 

Clementina  Duron,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675  or  415-436-0349 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 


ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 


Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


Flan  B,  Anne  Lamott’s  latest  pick-me-up,  and  Who's  Afraid  of  Granny  Wolf?  a  spinoff 
of  The  Three  Little  Pigs,  are  among  the  new  books  at  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  described  below  by  librarians  Pam  Ow  and  Karen  Sundheim  of  the  Eureka 
Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch,  and  speed  reader  Karol  Barske,  of  the  Voice  staff.  To  put  a  hold 
on  a  book,  call  the  Mission  (355-2800)  or  Eureka  Branch  (355-5616),  or  visit  the  Library’s 
web  site,  www.sfpl.org.  You  can  also  look  for  the  bookmobile,  which  will  be  parked  in  front  of 
St.  Philip’s  School  at  Elizabeth  and  Diamond  streets  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  10:30 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.  For  more  information  on  that  and  other  services,  call  557-4353.  Note:  The  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library,  45 1  Jersey  Street,  is  closed  for  seismic  repairs  until  late  2007. 


LIBRARY  SELECTIONS 


Adult  Fiction 

V  Nicolle  Rosen’s  novel  Mrs.  Freud 
describes  an  educated,  humorous  woman 
who  raised  six  children  in  the  shadow  of  her 
famous  husband. 

<§>  In  Albert  Sanchez  Pinol’s  Cold  Skin,  set 
in  the  early  20th  century,  a  young  man  hired 
to  be  a  weather  official  in  Antarctica  enters  a 
lonely  and  dark  mystery  when  he  finds  the 
post  deserted. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

#  Carole  Radziwill  describes  the  loss  of 
close  friend  Carolyn  Bessette  and  cousin 
John  F.  Kennedy  Jr.  in  an  airplane  accident, 
and  the  loss  of  her  husband.  Prince  Anthony 
Radziwill,  to  cancer  three  weeks  later  in 
What  Remains. 

In  Take  Big  Bites:  Adventures  Around 
the  World  and  Across  the  Table,  Linda 
Ellerbee  recounts  "personal  (misadven¬ 
tures"  in  food  and  travel. 

Anne  Lamott,  author  of  Traveling  Mer¬ 
cies.  gains  insights  from  everyday  events  in 
Plan  B:  Further  Thoughts  on  Faith. 

<  Dear  People:  Remembering  Jonestown 
includes  journal  entries,  letters,  and  pho¬ 
tographs  compiled  by  the  California  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  edited  by  Denice  Stephenson. 

— Karol  Barske 
Noe  Valley  Voice 


Children’s  Fiction 

<  Chris  Raschka’s  colorful,  exuberant  art¬ 
work  celebrates  a  little  girl’s  day  spent  visit¬ 
ing  her  grandparents  in  the  2006  Caldecott 
Award-winner  The  Hello,  Goodbye  Win¬ 
dow,  written  by  Norton  Juster.  Ages  3  to  7. 

In  Kate  McMuilan’s  Pearl  and  Wagner: 
Three  Secrets,  illustrated  by  R.  W.  Alley, 
buddies  Pearl  (a  rabbit)  and  Wagner  (a 
mouse)  deal  with  keeping  secrets  and  facing 
roller-coaster  fears.  Ages  5  to  7. 

Chip  the  pig  is  a  bit  worried  when  he  visits 
the  house  of  his  friend  Fitch  the  wolf,  in  Lisa 
Wheeler’s  Who’s  Afraid  of  Granny  Wolf ? 
illustrated  by  Frank  Ansley.  Ages  6  to  7. « 

Eight  generations  of  women  in  author 
Jacqueline  Woodson’s  family  pass  on  the 


tradition  of  sewing  quilts  and  telling  stories 
in  the  powerful  and  poignant  Show  Way,  a 
Newbery  Honor  Book,  with  mixed-media 
illustrations  by  Hudson  Talbott.  Ages  8  to  10. 
<§>  Read  M.  T.  Anderson’s  weird  comic  novel 
to  find  out  if  shy  Lily  and  her  superhero 
friends  Kate  and  Jasper  are  able  to  stop  the 
invasion  of  the  laser  beam-eyed  Whales  on 
Stilts!  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

<j-  From  couplet  to  pantoum,  enjoy  the  exam¬ 
ples  of  29  poetic  forms  in  A  Kick  in  the  Head, 
selected  by  Paul  Janeczko  and  playfully  illus¬ 
trated  by  Chris  Raschka.  Ages  9  to  14. 

•  Children's  Librarian  Pam  Ow 

Branch  Manager  Karen  Sundheim 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Stories  and  Lapsits 

<$>  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
new  site  for  the  Noe  Valley  Library’s  regular 
programs  for  kids.  Lapsits  for  newborns  to  3- 
year-olds  will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Tues¬ 
days,  April  11,  18,  and  25.  Preschool  story 
time  for  ages  3  to  5  will  be  offered  a  half- 
hour  later,  at  1 1  a.m.  The  church  is  located  at 
1268  Sanchez  Street,  on  the  comer  of  Clipper 
Street. 

Other  local  branches  offer  lapsits,  videos, 
lectures,  and  special  events,  for  both  children 
and  adults.  Go  to  www.sfpl.org  for  complete 
listings. 

Local  Branch  Hours 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
355516th  St.,  355-5616 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
653  Chenery  St.,  337-4740 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7  1-6  1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1-5  1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 


Katherine 
Mic{tiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 

A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
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SHOP 
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VALLEY  ’ 


Your  Friendly  Local 
Book  Store 

(in  San  Francisco's  Best  Neighborhood) 
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CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 


Tues.  —  Sat.  II  —  6 
Sun.  II  —  5 
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1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


FOUNDED  IN  1873 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 


415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371 i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 
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Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

„  4091  24th  Street 

NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Chez  Touchatt,  MFT,  LCSW 
Psychotherapy 


Specializing  in  Couples 
Relationship  Dynamics 


415.821.6039 

SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 

San  Francisco  •  Noe  Valley  Office 


MFT.  16090  LCSW  13829 


_ 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


■  Rick 

Collins 

V 

Macintosh 

Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/ Upgrades 

(415)  821-1792 


SF  Hauling 

DEBRIS  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  KINDS 
Dirt/Concrete  Removal 
Excavation/Demolition 
Residential/Commercial 
Basement/Garage/Yard  Clean-Up 
Competitive  Rates/Quality  Work 
Environmentally  Conscious 
Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
Insured/Friendly  Service 

sf_hauling@yahoo.com 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


L. 
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ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 


INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


^  DESIGNS  IY  WENDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


Vanessa  Watt,  MFT 

Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

Utilising  an  interactive  and  supportive 
approach  to  healing 

(415)  821-7517 

Certified  EMDR  Therapist 
Noe  Valley  Office 
MFT  #30986 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


Arts  Grafika 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
ORIGINAL  FINE  ART  PRINTS 
By  Appointment  Only 

(415)  330-0717 

etchings,  woodcuts, 
lithographs,  etc.  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  present 

Phone  for  our  print  list  or  for  appt. 


PURPLE  IRIS 


J  Shiatsi 
y  Drop  In 

/  1404  Chi 


Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 


Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

Ear  Clinic  11-2  Tues. 


Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 

Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners  -  Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469-9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


Susan  Frankel 

Life  Coach 


9 1  %s 

“Create  the  life  you've  always  dreamed” 

415.282.5242 

susanfrankel@sbcglobal.net 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


db  visser 

framing 


handmade  custom  fromest 
from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 


deirdre  visser  •  4 1 5.647.0370 
www.dbvisser  net/framing 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 

TEL:  415-786-4534  •  FAX:  650-355-8370 


grassroots 

w  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


_ 


newresOlution 


Resolve  disputes  with  a  professional  mediator 


•  Divorce  settlements  •  Family/visitation  disputes 

•  Property  disputes  •  Inheritance/estates 

•  Co-parenting  •  Small  business 

•  Free  consultation 

Paul  R  Merfyn,  M.A.  415.378.7003 

contact@newresolution.org 
www.newresolution.org 

Member  of  Association  for  Conflict  Resolution  \  Serving  the  Bey  Aree  since  2000 


ALMOST  INSTANT  INTERIORS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zmg@mhidspring.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  onty  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  Info 
415.285.9129 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http:// www.speakeasy.org/  ~  dman  ley 


_ 
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KDI 

katama  development,  inc. 

a  planning  and  land  use 
company  of  former  municipal 
planners  specializing  in  historic 
preservation 

(415)  341-8890 


jon  poqo 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 

•  window  repairs  •  light  fixtures 

•  lock  replacement  •  furniture  assembly 

•  electrical  problems  •  hot  water  heaters 

•  leaky  faucets  S  toilets  •  PET  LOVER 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


so* 


I 

Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


ROBERTS 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
affix@pacbell.net 
www.fixredesign.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 

GUTTERS,^ 


WINDOWS, 

DOORS? 


v 

...  Y? 

^  < 

EG 

A  San  Francisco 
service  since 
1974 
CA  General 
ontractor  Lie. 
#  302079 


For  a  completes 
inspection  X 

call:  The 
Robert  Gill  Co. 

Toll  free  -  24  /  7  877-904-2581 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERS0N  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


PLUMBINC  SINCE 
1M 

www.brighlplumliiiii.rM 


V 


A  Kl  l.l. 

SERVICE 

COMKA.Nk 

I  If  W  UIMH4M 


MAJOR 
CREDIT 
CAROS 
\< «  r.pTRii 


(415)671-1500 


mex  wws 

Color  Consulting  &  Design  I 
Interior  &  Exterior  Yp 

Expert  Painting  §§§| 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com  fflM 
licensed  and  insured  11||1 


f  FURNITUREMAK7ArG 

& 

Antique  Repairs 


Leslie  Wills  Fumituremaker 
2415  3rd  Street,  Ste.  242 
By  appointment 

(415)  846-3425 

lwillsfumiture@yahoo.cpm 


_ 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

■Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


E  A  Electric 


Electric  Contracting  Services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


All  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueSfar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) ' 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

Stole  license  626953 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 
Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


t 


I 


t 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH 
&  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 

(415)  282-7919 

--gj  rp=>  <33  4^ 
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TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


TIM 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


. . 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 

nHBHHHHMi 


_ 


50  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  April  2006 


CLASS  ADS 


Running  Partner  Wanted:  Recently  retired 
woman  looking  for  another  woman  to  run  with,  for 
pleasant  conversation,  getting  to  know  each  other. 
I’ve  been  running  a  long  time,  so  any  level  run  is 
okay  with  me.  415-550-7910. 

House  Sitter.  San  Francisco  teacher  cares  for  your 
home,  pets,  garden.  References,  reasonable  rates. 
Michelle:  415-821  -6992.  Macwriiei6@neizern.cnm. 

Caregiver  Wanted:  Woman  with  MS,  51,  looking 
for  a  woman  who  can  help  in  the  evenings,  5  to  9 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday.  Other  hours  avail¬ 
able.  $  1 2  plus.  Please  e-mail  Laurie,  lhodas@aol.com. 

“Experience  Precedes  Existence.”  Imagine  a  per¬ 
fect  combination  of  skills  you  can  count  on  to  re¬ 
spond  quickly  to  those  piled-up  or  pressing  fixups 
or  touchups  in  your  residence.  We  offer  seamless 
plaster  repairs,  texture  and  paint  matching.  We  do 
windows  and  wallpaper!  We  have  practiced  ceram¬ 
ic  tile  repair,  shelving,  electrical,  and  plumbing  fix¬ 
ture  installation,  locksets,  and  doors.  We  have  ex¬ 
perience  with  Pergo,  Akia,  Shoji,  and  closet 
organizer  assembly.  Working  in  Noe  Valley  since 
the  Loma  Prieta  earthquake,  1989.  Call  Olivier  or 
Mikki  at  415-786-4534. 


Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops  with  longtime 
Potrero  Hill  artist.  Create  a  mosaic  stepping  stone: 
original,  permanent  art  for  your  garden.  Or  your  mom ! 
All  materials  provided.  Visit  www.jonieisen.com  or 
call  415-648-6740. 

Babysitter,  Personal  Assistant,  Pet  Sitter  available. 
Experienced.  References.  4 1 5-64 1  -5778. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Twenty-two 
years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  maintenance, 
lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planting.  Call  Jorge 
at  4 1 5-826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remember,  this  is 
pruning  time. 

Hairdresser/Chair  Rental.  Established  salon  on 
Church  Street  looking  for  professional,  reliable,  and 
skilled  hairdresser.  Walk-ins  available.  Jaboh  Hair 
Studio.  415-642-9229. 

Viva  Concha!  Rose  of  the  Presidio.  A  new  cham¬ 
ber  musical  by  Candace  “Candy”  Forest  opens  May 
5, 6,  and  7,  at  the  Victoria  Theater  at  1 6th  and  Mis¬ 
sion.  With  an  international  cast  of  25  performers, 
Viva  Concha!  tells  the  epic  love  story  of  Concha  Ar- 
guello  and  Russian  explorer  Nikolai  Rezanov,  who 
met  here  in  the  Presidio  200  years  ago.  Costumes 
by  Connie  Walkershaw  and  Liz  Terbolizard.  Meet 
the  cast  and  crew  at  www.vivaconcha  com.  Tickets 
available  online  at  www.vicloriarheaier.org. 

Fine  Furniture  Making  and  Antique  Repair: 

Making  and  fixing  solid  wood  furniture.  Call  415- 
846-3425,  or  e-mail  lwillsfurnirure@yahoo.com. 

What  Can  Hypnosis  Do?  Relieve  stress,  calm  anx¬ 
iety.  ease  chronic  pain,  overcome  fears,  improve 
sleep,  control  habits,  help  to  reach  goals,  and  real¬ 
ize  success.  Beverly  Williams.  415-786-6078  or 
415-648-7524. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting:  Offering  gentle,  al¬ 
ternative  care  for  your  beloved  pets,  and  peace  of 
mind  when  you  are  away.  Pet  medications  are  my 
specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  4 1 5-695-7924. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40£  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


Health  Addicts  Unlimited.  Welcome  to  our  sup¬ 
port  group.  Our  focus  is  taking  a  preventative  ap¬ 
proach  to  staying  physically  and  mentally  fit,  along 
with  social  interaction  and  friendship.  415-51 6-0570. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren’t  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able.  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing,  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Aimer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.PersonalChange.org. 

Urban  Garden  Design.  Create  an  oasis  of  beauty 
and  enjoyment  using  California  native  plants  and 
ecologically-sound  landscape  design.  Peigi  Duvall, 
650-704-3926;  visit  www.indigdesign.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.  A-  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR.  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojholer@mindspring.com 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$375.  Seven  nights,  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http.ilhome.earthlink.netl-springmount/. 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  or  $12  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Private  Gardening  Tutorial:  Leant  the  basics  to 
turn  your  back  yard  into  a  healthy  visual  treat.  Call 
Cissy  at  4 15-5 1 9-0763,  or  e-mail  cisims@yahoo.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  fix  problems! 
25  yearsexperience.  Software/hardware  consulting; 
set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you.  Can  work  with 
individuals,  small/medium  businesses,  or  profes¬ 
sionals.  Patience  with  non-technical  folks  a  spe¬ 
cialty.  Rob,  415-244-3305.  At  your  service! 
www.SFComputech.com. 

Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com:  415- 
643-3333. 


Picture  Framer:  Affordable  framing  and  mat-cut¬ 
ting.  Bernal  Heights.  50  to  70  percent  less  than  any¬ 
one  in  the  city.  Phone  for  price.  Douglas  Elliott.  Mu¬ 
seum  Standard  Framing,  415-550-9248. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people)  retired  Noe  Valley  resident.  Lucy, 
415-282-3676. 

Ignite  Your  Life!  Drop-in  experiential  personal 
growth  Workshop.  Learn  practical  ways  to  fully  live 
your  life.  March  25,  April  22,  May  27.  12:00  p.m. 
$30  per  Saturday.  Kathleen  Dunbar,  M.F.T.  415- 
668-5130;  Denise  Martini,  C.H.T.  415-641-9633. 


Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina  Garza,  4 1 5-269-7507.  Over  1 0  years  of 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor’s  and  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Enjoy  Art?  G  Gallery  Is  Open!  Located  at  148 
Precita  Ave.,  94110.  415-824-2489.  Gallery  hours 
4  to  6  p.m.,  Wednesday  through  Friday;  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  noon  to  5  p.m.  or  by  appointment.  To 
purchase  online:  www.ggaUery.hiz.  Original  art  and 
prints.  Credit  cards  accepted. 

Vacation  Rental:  A  romantic  getaway  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  River  Valley.  Close  to  premier  wineries  and  fine 
dining.  See  us  at  w  ww.springhillcahin.com.  707- 
887-1255;  e-mail  deanomyers@comcast.net. 

Bjll’s  Errands:  Retired  businessman  can  drive  you 
to  doctor  appointments,  grocery  shopping,  errands. 
1 0  years  experience.  Reliable,  friendly,  outstanding 
references.  $20  per  hour:  two-hour  minimum.  Bill, 
415-826-3613. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue. 
415-821-4890  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun.  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedv- 
musicstudio.com. 

Kitchens-Kitchens-Kitchens.  Make  your  kitchen 
a  work  of  art.  Let  an  experienced  installer  give  you 
an  award-winning  experience.  Since  1980.  Lie. 
#403734.  Noel  Commins,  415-239-1353. 


Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Thoughtful,  Practical,  and  Insightful  short-  and 
long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  suc¬ 
cessful  and  satisfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  life 
changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality,  loss.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  couples.  On  24th  Street.  Katrina  Child, 
M.A.,  M.F.T.  www.karrinachild.com.  4 1 5-255-3279. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Perfect 
for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77;  www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast — Noe  Valley.  Parents  or  friends 
coming  and  no  room?  Reserve  a  lovely  two-room 
apartment  with  private  entrance  and  bathroom,  fire¬ 
place,  kitchen,  antiques,  cable  TV,  and  wireless  In¬ 
ternet.  Near  24th  Street  and  J-Church.  oliverhouse 
@rcn.com  or  4 1 5-695-0700. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  w  ww.mystudvbuddy.org.  Jane  Radcliffe, 415- 
586-4577. 

Garden  Consultations:  Want  to  do  it  yourself  but 
don’t  know  how?  With  25-plus  years  experience,  I 
can  answer  questions  and  point  you  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection.  Design  from  scratch,  renovate,  reduce 
maintenance,  learn  organic  techniques,  etc.  I’ll  help 
you  make  wise,  economical  choices  which  yield 
beautiful  results.  Call  415-252-0566. 

Get  Results  with  Golden  Apple  Tutoring.  We  pro¬ 
vide  excellent  one-on-one  test  preparation  and  aca¬ 
demic  tutoring  in  your  home  or  community  location. 
Graduates  of  Stanford  and  the  UC  system,  our  tu¬ 
tors  are  highly  skilled,  personable,  and  experienced 
teachers.  Academic  subjects,  K-12;  SSAT,  SAT, 
ACT,  AP  exams.  Call  415-260-5665,  or  visit  us  at 
www.goldenappletutoring.com. 


Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  HTML  coding. 
Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs, 
and  can  work  with  non-technical  individuals.  Ref¬ 
erences.  John,  415-586-2333. 


Experienced  Painter.  Fine  interiors  and  exteriors 
since  1981.  Color  consultation  and  construction/re¬ 
pairs.  Quality  materials,  professional  service;  fabu¬ 
lous  references.  Call  Chris, 1 415-724-3173. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Publisher,  Internet  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and 
a  half  hours  for  $45.  cfebcom@sbcglobal.net; 
415-820-1670. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Housecleaning.  Reasonable  prices,  professional 
touch.  References  and  experience.  Free  estimate. 
Aurea  Maria,  650-992-9102. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  or  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Paris  Lovers!  Try  our  lovely  one-bedroom  apart; 
ment  in  Ninth  Arrondissement.  Sleeps  four.  Steps 
to  Montmartre  or  opera.  Call  415-282-8912; 
www.clmoscrip4114@cs.com. 

Loans4Less.com.  877-981-5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  24  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  This  is  the  year  to  learn  the 
Chopin  and  Joplin  you’ve  always  loved.  Lessons 
given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano,  where  you 
really  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415-826- 
4485;  drollmarv@aol.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming  stu¬ 
dio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choices. 
Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JimDiDL@aol.com\ 
www.vacationrentals.comlvacation-rentalsl 10961  .html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LQBT.  Carol 
Gould,  L.M.F.T.  #32364.  415-826-5435. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmahan@earthlink.com  or 
648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  M.I.T.  and 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumnus. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  641-5224. 

House  to  Rent,  104  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415- 
647-8216.  http:llvrbo.coml21125. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner;  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SPECIALTIES 

•  Homestyle  Cooking 

•  Family  Friendly 

•  Serving  Breakfast 
All  Day 

Featuring  Homemade 
Soups,  Niman  Ranch 
Burgers,  Fish  &  Chips 

Take  Out  Available 


Open  Monday  thru  Saturday  9  am  -  9  pm 
Sundays  9  am  -  5  pm 


3853  24th  Street  @  Vicksburg 
415  282-1213 
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CLASS  ADS 


Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL. 
ethemet.  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  641-8410. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly  scheduled 
general  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  15 
years  experience.  References  available.  Call  David 
at  4 15-846-7581 ;  http:llwww.shapeoflheearth.com. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Adriano's  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  buildings,  storage  ar¬ 
eas,  and  much  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your 
garage  or  storage?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free 
estimates.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  picjtup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation. 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m..  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira.  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco!  .com)!  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation.  4 1 5-550-0658;  www.shipshape .com. 


Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I've  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable, 
honest  work.  Richard,  day:  422-5025;  evening: 
681-8842. 

Affordable,  Experienced  Therapist.  I  have  18 
years  broad  experience.  Interactive,  intelligent, 
playful,  direct  style.  Adults,  couples,  children,  fam¬ 
ilies,  LGBTQ.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
415-255-6394. 

Got  Tests?  The  Testing  Coach  can  help!  Featured 
in  the  S.F.  Chronicle.  Tutoring,  (small  group)  work¬ 
shops.  Learning  styles,  anxiety  reduction,  nutri¬ 
tional  preparation,  and  strategies  for  SAT- 1,  ACT, 
GMAT,  GRE,  PSAT,  CBEST,  etc.  Also  speed  read¬ 
ing  and  learning  skills.  Outstanding  results.  Call 
Norman  Prince  at  415-821-6595. 

Notary  at  Your  Door:  Home  or  office — weekdays, 
nights,  and  weekends.  415-431-2207. 


Vanda's  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Jon  Pogo,  Handyman:  Reliable,  punctual,  experi¬ 
enced,  pet  lover.  Electrical  problems,  faucets,  light 
fixtures,  toilets,  rough  and  finish  carpentry.  "As¬ 
sembly  required?"  I'll  doit.  Call  me!  650-303-8171. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 


Need  Housecleaning?  15  years  cleaning  in  Noe 
Valley.  I  now  have  an  every-other-Tuesday,  four- 
hour,  $  1 8  per  hour,  opening.  If  that's  what  you  need, 
call  Stephanie  at  415-282-3176. 

Valiev  Painting.  Residential/commercial.  License 
#726782.415-225-7236. 

Garden  Care.  Specializing  in  installing  raised 
beds,  containers,  and  climbing  plants.  Climbers 
planted  in  west  or  south  locations  provide  beauty, 
help  cool  your  home,  and  lower  utility  bills.  Irriga¬ 
tion  installation  available.  650-243-7925. 

I’d  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  All 
hours,  day  and  night.  $18  per  hour.  Marlene,  415- 
515-9248:415-641-5203. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall.  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone.  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
your  exact  needs.  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meals  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.flouritirlchef.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (ceil)  415-215-2617. 

Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private  practice 
in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive.  Specializa¬ 
tions  include  parenting,  child  custody,  bipolar  dis¬ 
order,  alternative  families,  sexual  abuse  issues,  and 
recovery  from  eating  disorders  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency.  Audrey  Adelson,  L.C.S.W.  #lcs  15293. 
415-260-0337. 

Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment,  and  part  of 
your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
certified  arborist.  Free  estimates.  Licensed  and  in¬ 
sured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  #829012. 


Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  and  audio,  video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene’s  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy... and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and 
Saturday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done 
on-site.  "Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a  try,"  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415- 
377-1258. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8- for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 15-82 1-1117. 

SF  Hauling.  Debris  removal  of  all  kinds;  dirt/concrete 
removal.  Excavation/demolition,  residential/commer¬ 
cial.  Basement/garage/yard  cleanup.  Competitive 
rates,  quality  work.  Environmentally  conscious. 
Locally  owned  and  operated.  Insured.  Friendly  ser¬ 
vice.  415-740-8212;  sf_hauling@yahoo.com. 

Growsgreen  Landscape  offers  custom  garden  de¬ 
signs.  www.growsgreen.com;  415-336-9829. 

Let’s  Unpack  Your  Baggage  Together.  Warm, 
open,  intuitive  psychotherapist  with  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  welcomes  you  to  her  practice.  Focus  on 
mind/body  connection  and  creating  a  safe  place  for 
healing.  It  would  be  an  honor  to  work  with  you. 
Valarie  Eilert.  M.F.T.,  2030  Fillmore  Street,  Sap 
Francisco.  415-364-3004. 

Somatic  (Body-Oriented)  Counseling.  Have  you 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  yourself  but  still  find  it  hard 
to  do  things  differently?  This  experiential  work, 
based  in  mindfulness,  has  the  potential  to  actualize 
the  changes  you  want!  Call  Denise,  certified  Hako- 
mi  therapist,  415-641-9633. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Your  Home  or  my  studio.  For  all 
ages  and  levels,  tailored  to  your  musical  goals.  I  am 
a  professional,  engaging,  and  patient  teacher  with 
over  1 5  years  of  teaching  experience  and  a  Master's 
in  Music.  Mytrae  Maganti,  mytrae@yahoo.com; 
415-255-9779. 


Beautiful,  Quiet  Garden  Flat,  fully  furnished, 
every  amenity.  For  short-term  rental,  two  weeks  to 
a  few  months.  Private  entry,  telephone.  Perfect  for 
one  or  two  people,  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com; 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  4 1 5-82 1  -4872. 

Homestay  Host  Needed.  We  are  currently  looking 
for  host  families  or  single  persons  who  have  an  ex¬ 
tra  room  in  their  home  for  an  international  adult  stu¬ 
dent  here  to  study  English  at  Converse  Internation¬ 
al  School  of  Languages.  You  would  be  an  essential 
part  of  the  student’s  American  experience,  sharing 
your  cultural  experiences  and  dinner  meals.  For 
more  information  and  compensation,  call  4 15-97 1  - 
3227,  or  e-mail  SFhomestay@CISL.org 

Professional  Organizing  (www.theducksinarow. 
com ).  Organizing  for  many  types  of  space.  For  a  free 
consultation  call  415-97 1  -3302,  ore-mail  charity@ 
theducksinarow.com. 

Classes  in  Meditation  and  Practical  Buddhism.  Tse 
Chen  Ling  Tibetian  Buddhist  Center  offers  many 
classes  each  week,  on  the  Buddhist  teachings  and 
how  to  apply  them  to  your  life.  Guided  meditation 
instruction  Saturday  mornings  at  9  a.m.  Tse  Chen 
Ling  follows  the  Gelukpa  tradition  of  the  Dalai 
Lama,  and  is  located  at  399  Webster  Street  (at  Oak) 
in  San  Francisco.  Our  Buddhist  Bookcafe  has  a 
great  selection  ofTibetian  Buddhist  books.  Find  out 
what's  happening  this  week  on  our  web  site,  at  hhw. 
tsechenling.org  or  call  415-621-4215. 

Del  Santo  Floor  Waxing  Co.  Wood  floors  and  vin¬ 
tage  tile.  25  years  in  business  in  Noe  Valley.  415- 
550-1142. 


Howto  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40 <t  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  May 
2006  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  May  1 . 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
April  15,  2006.  The  Class  Ads 
are  printed  in  the  newspaper 
edition  and  then  displayed  for 
one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

features  news  stories,  photos, 
archives  of  past  issues,  and  the 
current  month’s  Class  Ads. 


www.noe  valley  voice,  com 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


Architecture 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


seadot@pacbeli.net 

www.seadotdesign.biz 


no  charge  for  first  consultation 
permit  expediting  available 
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Happy  Easter  &  Passover 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Celebrating  Our  27th  Year 

American  &  Middle  Eastern  Foods 

Featuring  for  your  Holiday  Pleasure: 

Homemade  Salads  *  Fresh  Roast  Turkey  *  Fresh  Falafel 
Grilled  Lamb  &  Chicken  Shawarma  *  Middle  Eastern  Vegetarian 
Party  Trays  and  Spanakopita  Trays  at  Special  Prices 

Serving  Grilled  Cheese  Steaks  &  Burgers 

Catering  and  Ready-to-go-Service 

4007  24th  Street  •  Call  Karim:  415-824-8373 
•  Newly  Remodeled  • 


uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


designing  spaces 
for  outdoor  living 


Jude  Hellewell,  CA  Lie. #4186  ■  Laura  White 

Tel  415.643.1840  ■  www.outerspacela.com 


San  Francisco 
&>e  Valley  Jewelry 

tfof  for  any  body 


s%l  1/2 
2Vf  h  Sfreef 

</!5-206-070V 


http:/A\rv\'\v.castrocomputerservi  ces.com 


ON-SITE/IN-SHOP 
NETWORKING 
VIRUS  REMOVAL 
MAINTENANCE/UPGRADES 
SECURITY  /  OPTIMIZATION 
DATA  BACKUP/RECOVERY 
CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street 
between  24th  and  Jersey  Street 

415-826-6678 


Microsoft 


Certified 

Professional 


Mac 


Store  Hours 

Mon-Frl  9:00»m-5:30pm 
Sat-Sun  9:00am-5:00pm 


jom  the  program 
and  receive... 

Members  Only  Sales 
Special  Shopping  Events 
lam  Valuable  Dollars  Off 


come  in  the  store  For  details 
sign  up-  today ! 


Just  For  Fun 

3982  24th  Street  -  415.285.4068 


for  artists  of  all  ages 


Remember: 

Passover 
April  is 

Easter 
April  & 


Art  Supplies  of  the  Highest  Quality 
inciuiiing  full  lines  of: 


•mam 


WWWJUSTFORFUN.INVITATIONS.COM 


for  full  product  listings,  class 
schedules  and  descriptions  visit. 


WWW.ARTSAKESF.COM 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


We’re  Noe  Fools 


By  Mazook 

OUR  MAN  IN  WASHINGTON:  Chattanooga 
Street  activist  Craighton  “Craig”  Gee  has 
been  marching  in  front  of  the  White  House 
since  March  11,  in  “a  walk  for  truth.”  He  is 
holding  upa  sign  proclaiming  that  “Americans 
deserve  a  thorough  investigation  into  the 
whole  run-up  to  the  Iraq  War.”  The  sign  also 
calls  for  the  impeachment  of  President  Bush. 

“I  arrived  here  at  the  beginning  of  March,” 
Gee  reports  by  telephone,  “and  during  the  first 
week,  I  visited  members  of  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  in  support  of  Rep.  John  Olver’s 
(D-Mass.)  resolution  to  impeach  the  President 
(HR  635),  which  now  has  the  support  of  al¬ 
most  40  members  of  Congress.” 

Gee  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  the  past  18 
years  and  has  an  engineering  degree  from  Cal 
and  an  MBA  from  USF  in  International  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Finance.  He  worked  for  several  Sil¬ 
icon  Valley  companies,  has  done  a  lot  of  trav¬ 
eling,  and  has  authored  a  book  called  Notes  on 
the  State  of  America. 

“The  Secret  Service,  who  are  very  respect¬ 
ful  and  nice  people,  keep  asking  me  how  long 
I  will  be  here.  I  tell  them  T  don’t  know,’  and 
they  smile.  1  can  keep  marching  right  here  at 
the  North  Gate,  and  as  long  as  it  is  just  me, 
things  are  fine.  But  if  people  started  to  join  me 
in  the  march,  when  our  numbers  reached  25, 
we  would  need  a  permit,”  Gee  says. 

“1  have  had  a  mixture  of  reactions,  some 
agitated,"  he  continues.  "The  vast  majority  of 
the  people  I  have  encountered  are  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  my  message.  A  lot  more  people  than  1 
ever  thought  are  actually  voicing  support  for 
HR  635,  so  I'm  feeling  very  good  right  now 
about  this  resolution.” 

Gee  describes  Notes  as  “a  compilation  of 
less-commonly  discussed  facts  and  historical 
events.  For  example,  an  infuriating  fact  to  me 
is  that  one-half  of  our  $2.4  trillion  ‘discre¬ 


tionary  budget’  goes  to  the  military.” 

He  says  the  book  is  readily  available  at  the 
library  and  in  most  bookstores,  and  retails  for 
$10.  It’s  now  being  used  by  several  colleges 
and  universities  as  a  textbook,  he  says. 

Hey,  Craig,  maybe  you  could  be  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice  correspondent  in  D.C.,  if  your 
stay  is  a  long  one.  You  could  report  on  what 
happens  in  November,  when  all  435  of  our 
country’s  representatives  in  Congress  and  one- 
third  of  the  senators  are  up  for  reelection.  Per¬ 
haps  this  fall,  we’ll  finally  be  able  to  put  some 
checks  and  balances  back  in  government. 

S  S  0 

BELL’S  DEMISE  EX-AGGERATED:  Fears 
that  Bell  Market  might  close  were  fanned  last 
month  by  a  March  8  story  in  the  Examiner.  Re¬ 
porter  Marisa  Lagos  wrote:  “Imagine  having 
to  walk  a  mile  just  to  get  bread,  meat,  and  veg¬ 
etables  under  the  same  roof.  In  a  city  like  San 
Francisco,  it  may  seem  unlikely,  but  neighbors 
in  areas  as  diverse  as  the  Excelsior,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  and  Haight-Ashbury  are  worried  that  the 
possible  exit  of  Cala  Foods  and  Bell  Markets 
from  the  city  may  mean  just  that.” 

It’s  true  that  the  Excelsior  Cala  has  closed, 
as  has  the  store  at  Geary  and  Fourth  Avenue. 
It’s  also  shockingly  true  that  the  Haight  Cala 
(at  Stanyan)  is  closing  very  soon — workers 
there  have  already  been  given  notice.  The 
building  will  be  demolished,  and  the  Haight 
Will  be  left  totally  without  a  supermarket. 

But  my  spies  tell  me  that  both  the  Eureka 
Valley  Cala  on  1 8th  Street  and  our  24th  Street 
Bell  Market  are  safe. 

Rumors-mongers  will  remember  my  opti¬ 
mistic  prediction  last  month  that  a  group  head¬ 
ed  by  former  Bell  operator  Harley  Delano  will 
be  taking  over  our  Bell  again,  and  bringing 
back  brands  like  Sunnyside  Farms  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts.  The  Delano  rumor  is  still  my  best  bet. 

Nobody’s  talking  on  the  record,  but  little 
clues  have  begun  to  pop  up.  For  the  first  time 
since  1999,  a  particular  Sunnyside  product  has 
reappeared  on  the  cold-storage  shelves,  as  if 
it  were  a  message  from  Delano  himself. 

Meanwhile,  Bell  club  card  holders  have 
seen  big  price  breaks  this  past  month,  espe¬ 
cially  on  those  10-for-$10  items,  as  the  store 
tries  to  liquidate  its  inventory  of  Kroger/ 
Ralphs  brand  products.  Now  is  the  time  for  all 
you  shoppers  to  check  your  wine  and  pet  club 
totals  and  tum  in  your  Ra’lphs’  coupons,  which 
soon  will  be  redeemable  only  in  Ralphs’ 
Southern  California  stores. 


MEXIC>Hyy 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

*  Broiled  Salmon  Hiirritiis  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  mole* 
*  Wonderful  Enchiuhas  *  COCHINITA  PlBIL  PlIRK  * 

*  Cactus  BURRITRS  *  Fantastic  Grilled  0UE8AIIILLAS  ¥ 

*  Grilled  Seairiiii  Specials  * 

Great  TAIIIIS  *  Variety  of  VlRITARIAN  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  * 

G/ecA  l/<s  Out  ^G/a/Vt  — 
GGor  tAe  GGrst  GA/neff 

*  Great  Atmnsphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


Another  good  sign  is  that  the  chattering  is 
getting  louder  that  Delano  has  contracted  with 
a  super-large  wholesale  grocery  distributor 
named  C&S,  whose  Northern  California  head¬ 
quarters  are  in  Sacramento.  When  the  deal  ac¬ 
tually  goes  down,  our  familiar  friendly  Bell 
workers  will  be  notified  by  their  union,  and  an 
application  for  an  ABC  license  transfer  will 
be  posted  on  the  window.  Insiders  say  the  sign 
could  go  up  as  early  as  mid-April. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association  Presi¬ 
dent  Carol  Yenne  says  she  is  not  so  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  Bell  as  she  is  about  the  Real  Food 
debacle  across  the  street.  “There  is  absolute¬ 
ly  no  sign  that  the  situation  will  change  in  the 
foreseeable  future.”  Yep,  Real  Food’s  empty 
storefront  is  still  papered  over. 

Yenne  adds,  “I  had  to  laugh  when  an  elderly 
longtime  resident  stopped  me  on  the  street  ear¬ 
lier  this  month,  very  upset  that  Bell  was  re¬ 
portedly  going  to  close.  She  asked  me  what  I 
was  going  to  do,  and  I  told  her  that  I  travel  up 
to  Mollie  Stone’s  (Tower  Market)  and  Safe¬ 
way  in  Diamond  Heights  to  shop  now.  And  if 
I  need  some  very  basics  and  I  don’t  want  to 
leave  24th  Street,  if  there's  no  Bell,  there  will 
always  be  Shufat  Market.” 

Shufat,  and  Jim  and  Sons,  and  Angel’s  Deli, 
and  Church  Street  Produce. ..don’t  quit  us. 

S  S  S 

UPPER  NOE  NEIGHBORS  is  in  the  midst  of 
a  membership  drive  that  according  to  UNN 
President  Vicki  Rosen  has  brought  in  “almost 
30  new  members  to  our  organization.  We  now 
have  about  140  on  our  mailing  list,  with  near¬ 
ly  100  dues-paying  members.”  Rosen  says  an¬ 
nual  dues  are  $20,  “but  we  will  accept  more!” 

The  March  30  meeting,  held  at  Upper  Noe 
Rec  Center  on  Day  Street,  featured  the  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Parks  Council,  an  independent  group, 
which  told  the  attendees  how  they  could  help 
improve  our  public  parks.  The  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center  is  scheduled  to  close  in  June 
for  a  major  remodel  that’s  going  to  take  two 
years  to  complete. 

By  the  way,  when  the  Rec  Center  closes, 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors  will  move  its  monthly 
meeting  around  the  corner  to  St.  Paul’s 
Church. 

UNN  elections  were  held  just  as  Rumors 
was  going  to  press,  but  barring  a  coup  d’etat, 
the  same  slate  of  officers  is  expected  to  con¬ 
tinue  (by  acclamation).  That  would  be  Rosen 
as  president,  Tom  Mogensen  as  VP,  Olga 
Howells  as  treasurer,  and  Marianne  Hampton 


and  Eileen  Bermingham  as  co-secretaries. 

Rosqp  reports,  “We  have  a  lot  of  things  hap¬ 
pening  in  our  commercial  district.  There’s  a 
new  restaurant  replacing  Verona,  new  owners 
taking  over  Hungry  Joe’s,  a  new  cafe  opening 
in  the  Mikeytom  space  (which  has  been  va¬ 
cant  for  three  years),  and  the  Long  Island  site 
(formerly  China  Pepper)  is  turning  into  a 
French  restaurant.” 

If  you  want  to  join  up  or  renew  your  mem-  ’ 
bership,  do  so  by  sending  a  check  to  Upper 
Noe  Neighbors,  169  Valley  Street,  S.F.  941 3 1 . 

S  &  S 

LOST  IN  THE  FOG  fans  will  be  happy  to 
know  that  he  will  be  running  in  the  six-furlong 
$100,000  California  Sprint  at  Golden  Gate 
Fields  on  Saturday,  April  22. 

According  to  Twin  Peaks  Properties’  Har¬ 
ry  Aleo,  who  owns  the  thoroughbred,  this  will 
be  the  Fog’s  first  race  of  the  season,  and  hope¬ 
fully  the  first  of  many  victories  along  the  road 
to  the  Breeders  Cup  at  Churchill  Downs. 

Aleo  says  the  Turf  Club  tickets  are  already 
sold  out.  The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Pro¬ 
fessionals  have  bought  a  block  of  tickets  and 
they’ll  be  sending  about  50  members  to  the 
track  that  day.  The  track  will  be  giving  out  Fog 
bobbleheads  to  attendees.  Sounds  like  fun. 

sss 

NOE  QUIZ:  Before  you  leave,  we’d  like  to 
test  your  Noe  Valleyness.  You  may  e-mail  your 
answers  to  editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  Valu¬ 
able  prizes  will  not  be  awarded,  but  the  an¬ 
swers  will  appear  in  next  month’s  Voice. 

1 .  Where  on  24th  Street  was  Surf  Super¬ 
market  located? 

2.  What  is  Shufat  Market  named  after? 

3.  What  year  was  the  East  &  West  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  Improvement  Club  organized? 

4.  Who  was  the  first  president  elected  by 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley? 

5.  What  was  Douglass  Park  once  called? 

6.  Where  in  Noe  Valley  was  a  bar  called  the 
End  of  the  Line? 

7.  Where  is  San  Francisco’s  second-steep¬ 
est  street  (Filbert  being  the  steepest)? 

8.  What  was  Panos’? 

9.  Where  was  the  Noe  Valley  cable  car  bam 
located?  - 

1 0.  What  was  the  street  the  next  block  south 
of  Army  Street  named? 

S  S  ® 

THAT’S  30,  you  all.  Have  a  foolish  April. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  4  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  4-  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  4  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 


•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 

V  J 


SHIELD 


SMOG  CHECK 
STATION 


since  1978 

(415)285-8588 


- \ 

OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 


61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  941 1 0 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
'Test-Only' Stations 

V _ 4 


$i°  !  JS#  free 

off  ;  ■jgHr 


$10 

OFF 


I 

SMOG  INSPECTION  ■ 


BRAKE  &  SAFETY 


OIL  CHANGE 


■  INSPECTION  ($56  Value) 
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We  were  outgrowing  our  current  nou- 
and  were  faced  with  having  to  decide  on 
remodeling  our  current  house  or  buying  a 

"e  h  was  a  no  brainer.  You  found  us  the  p< 
feet  home  in  our  very  own  neighborhood. 
Thanks  Sue!! 

Pablo.  Lynda  &  Diego  Roesch 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
wire  re  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
tke  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  1 5  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.5. 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 
(415)440-4821 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions  kitchens  baths 

Doug  Shoemaker  ALA.,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


Sue  saved  our  sanity! 


Great  new  owners 
Great  new  attitude 
Great  new  merchandise 

videos 

books 

toys 

clothes 

Stop  by  to  see  the 
exciting  changes  that 
are  happening. 

Please  call  to 
confirm  buying  hours. 

1 306  Castro  St. 
San  Francisco 
415-641-6192 


Camp  Gourmet 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  St. 

Drop  off  @  school  courtyard,  25th  St.  near  Castro 

(415)  205-5971 
(during  camp  hours) 

Learn  basic  cooking  skills:  reading  recipes,  measuring  and  preparing  foods, 
meal  planning  and  nutrition.  Campers  will  create  a  sample  of  dishes  by 
cooking,  baking,  or  grilling.  There  will  be  field  trips  on  Wednesdays. 
Campers  must  bring  a  bag  lunch  each  day.  Campers  may  be  dropped  off 
no  earlier  than  9:00am  and  must  be  picked  up  no  later  than  4:00pm. 

Ages  11-14 

Hours:  Mon-Fri,  1 0:00am- 3:30  pm 


SELL 

TRADE 


STREETLIGHT 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

3979  24th  ST  (415)  282-3550 
2350  MARKET  (415)  282-8000 
www.slrecords.com 


Interior  +  Exterior 
Commercial  +  Residential 

LICENSED  - BONDED  - INSURED 

CALL  415.  308.1645 

LICENSE  861367 

References  available  upon  request. 


Sue  Borsian 
REALTOR* 

415.695.0552  ext  179 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Another  in  a  series, 


Make  the  best  choice... 
call  Sue  Borsian. 
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We  have  got  a  reputation  around  town 

and  we’ve  earned  it. 

Best  service,  best  listings,  best  prices. 


415.550.1300 

4128  24th  Street.  San  Francisco  Ca  941 14 
WWW.BJDROUBI.COM 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  ■  Fax:  41 5.643.8572 
Member,  US  Green  Building  Council  ■  CA  License  B-766125 


Also  Featuring  Our  Newly  Added  Line  Of 

RICHLITE®  SURFACES 

Environmentally  Friendly  Counter  Tops 


Our  new  Naturals  Collection  is  an  environmentally 
sound  choice  for  cabinets.  Both  resource  smart  and 
house  healthy,  materials  matched  with  craftsmanship, 
these  are  the  first  in  this  league  made  from 
certified  and  recycled  woods  with 
environmentally  friendly  finishes. 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association 
(DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings;  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion 
Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 0 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 


San  Francisco  Public  Library,  39 1  Grove  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  6:30  p.m. 


DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  Offers  The  First  Green 
Environmentally  Friendly  Cabinet  Showroom 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Richard  May,  206-0231 
E-mail:  rambooks@pacbell.net 
Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 
month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel,  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goebel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com  or  go  to  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@vahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Tay lor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Bank  of  America,.24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 

E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com  (this  is  an  e- 

mail  resource  network  for  parents) 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact;  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking 
Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 
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From  hilltop  to  valley, 
we've  got  you  covered. 


»o*5 


Whether  you  decide  to  buy  or  sell, 
just  remember  the  opportunity  of 
yesterday  may  change  tomorrow,  so 
call  us  today! 

For  availability  and  showing 
information,  call  our  listing  hotline: 

415.695.2715. 


SOLD 


'/Apt. 


BUILDING 

TRUST 


OR  LIFE 


Barbara  Vickroy 


Renovations  I  New  Construction 

Planning  and  Design  Solutions 
Finish  and  Furniture  Selection 
Working  Drawings  and  Specifications 
Construction  Observation 


tel  /  fax:  415.282.4564 


inarch@earlhlink.net 


Free  Home  Buying  Seminar 


SOLD 


— _ _ 

SOLD 


SOLO 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Michael  Ackerman  Oliver  Burgelman 


415.695.2715 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Suzanne  Frank  Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 
695-0552x  131  695-0552  x  181 

www.suzannefrank.com www.jaksf.com 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Saturdays  6  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1  166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


FREE  BAG  OF 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

with  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

April  only,  with  this  ad 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 


Try  Our  New 

FAIR  TRADE  Blend 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 

First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month  / 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
or  to  reserve  a  seat 
please  call:  695-8805x281 
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Meet  Marietta,  Kevin,  Miki  and  Kobe  Bernstein, 
Founders  of  Vavadog,  hip  gear  for  the  urban  pet. 

From  Chihuahuas  to  Great  Danes,  Marietta  and  Kevin's  trend¬ 
setting  doggie  duds  adorn  Hollywood  celebrities'  fur  kids  and 
other  canines  around  the  country.  From  catwalks  to  sidewalks, 
their  sensible  fashions  are  all  the  rage.  When  it  comes  to  design, 
these  entrepreneurs  have  a  keen  eye.  So,  when  it  came  to  the 
dog-eat-dog  world  of  San  Francisco  real  estate,  they  chose  a 
Zephyr  agent  who  fit  their  style  and  found  the  perfect  condo 
in  the  Haight  that  they  call  "Best  in  Show." 

Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  41 5.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


BALONEY  VALLEY  VOICE 


Ralph’s  Chain 
Sold  to  UAE 
Conglomerate 

Bell  Market  to  Reopen  as 
Dubai-Rite 

By  Elliot  Kroger 

In  a  move  sure  not  to  generate  any  con¬ 
troversy,  the  giant  Ralph’s  chain  of  gro¬ 
cery  stores  (including  its  Bell  Market  sub¬ 
sidiary)  has  been  sold  to  a  foreign 
company,  Dubai  Food  World  of  the  United 
Arab  Emirates.  As  part  of  the  $400  million 
deal,  Bell  Market  on  24th  Street  will  be  re¬ 
modeled  as  one  of  Dubai  Food’s  flagship 
"Dubai-Rite”  stores. 

Gabe  el-Pita.  CEO  of  Dubai  World,  is 
jubilant  about  the  purchase,  and  not  only 
because  he  saved  $73  million  by  using  his 
club  card.  “The  U.S.  has  brought  the  ex¬ 
citing  benefits  of  Western  civilization  to  us 
in  the  Muslim  world,  and  we  look  forward 
to  returning  the  favor.” 

President  George  Bush,  when  rousted 
from  an  engrossing  game  of  Boggle  with 
the  news,  expressed  optimism  about  the 
merger.  "These  are  the  times,  um,  we  are 
going  forward  to  the  future  when  things 
will  be  changing  in  the  right  direction  for 
America.”  When  pressed  for  more  detail, 
Bush  admitted  that  this  was  the  first  he’d 
heard  of  it  and  could  he  please  get  back  to 
his  game,  the  timer  was  running. 

Ralph’s  other  regional  subsidiaries  will 
get  a  facelift  as  well.  For  example,  Piggly- 
Wiggly  stores  (located  across  the  south¬ 
eastern  U.S.)  will  become  part  of  Dubai 
World’s  “Goatly-Woatly”  division. 

Earlier  speculation  had  held  that  one  of 
the  smaller  organic  grocery  chains.  Holy 
Foods  or  Rial  Foods,  might  bid  on  the  24th 
Street  store.  “It’s  hard  out  here  for  a 
shrimp,”  explained  Ann  Dronico,  sole  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Holy  Foods. 

But  the  deal  is  not  without  its  detractors. 
“Neutral”  Sue  Tickle,  matriarch  of  the 
Middle  East  &  West  of  Castro  Improve¬ 
ment  Club,  worries  that  foreign  ownership 
of  the  neighborhood’s  lone  remaining  su¬ 
permarket  may  compromise  parking  lot  se¬ 
curity.  “Can  we  trust  these  foreigners  to 
prevent  disruption  of  traffic  flow  by  deliv¬ 
ering  unauthorized  packages  to  the  video 
store?  And  what  about  guarding  against 
left  turns  onto  24th  Street?” 

CEO  el-Pita  seeks  to  reassure  residents, 
noting  that  parking  lot  patrols  will  continue 
to  be  performed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Department  of  Homeland  Security.  He  also 
says  there  are  no  changes  being  planned  for 
the  store,  aside  from  an  entirely  new  staff 
and  inventory,  and  construction  of  two  60- 
foot-tall  minarets. 

Pending  ratification  by  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission,  the  deal  should  be  fi¬ 
nal  by  next  Thursday.  In  the  meantime,  you 
might  want  to  stop  by  Bell  for  special 
closeout  deals  on  matzos  and  bacon. 

Ski  Resort  Opens 
On  Twin  Peaks 

By  Mogul  Poger 

Tired  of  sitting  in  traffic  jams  on  the  way  to 
Lake  Tahoe?  Thanks  to  the  snowiest  Noe 
Valley  winter  in  years,  and  the  gumption  of  a 
local  entrepreneur,  you  now  have  an  alternative. 

For  the  last  few  years,  gas  station  operator 
“Big”  Pat  Roleum  has  been  raking  in  profits 
tied  to  the  skyrocketing  price  of  oil  and  the  vo¬ 
racious  appetites  of  popular  automobiles  such 
as  the  Plymouth  Hemisphere.  In  fact,  at  the  end 


Library 

Renovation  Takes 
Two  Full  Days 

By  James  Frey 

Local  residents  were  startled  to  learn  that 
on  March  14,  two  days  after  it  closed 
for  a  two-year  renovation,  the  Noe  Valley 
Library  reopened  with  a  sign  out  front  an¬ 
nouncing,  "Historic  Restoration  Complete! 
Come  In  and  Enjoy!” 

“I  was  just  going  up  there  to  leave  some 
paint  cans  in  their  dumpster,  and  I  realized 
the  doors  were  open,”  said  Jersey  Street  res¬ 
ident  Noah  Permits.  “When  I  poked  my  nose 
in,  there  the  kids  were,  reading  In  Cold  Blood. 

It  must  have  been  preschool  story  time.” 

According  to  project  architect  Hallibur¬ 
ton  and  Sons,  the  job  moved  along  much 
more  quickly  than  expected.  "We  put  in  a 
lot  of  overtime  in  those  48  hours,”  said 
Richard  Halliburton,  acting  contractor. 

Halliburton  pointed  out  that  almost  all 
the  scheduled  improvements  in  the  $7  bil¬ 
lion  project  have  been  accomplished:  The 
library’s  big  clock  has  been  reset  to  the  cor¬ 
rect  time,  a  new  light  bulb  has  been  installed 
in  the  foyer,  and  the  magazines  have  been 
updated  to  the  most  current  issue.  Also,  new 
Pentium  I  processors  have  replaced  the  old 
Kaypro  computers,  and  Noe  Valley  native 
plants  now  sit  on  the  librarian’s  desk. 

While  leading  the  Voice  on  a  tour,  Li¬ 
brary  Bond  Manager  Miss  Moneypenny 
said,  “I  hope  nobody  minds,  but  we  weren’t 
able  to  keep  the  Dewey  Decimal  System.” 
Instead,  taking  a  page  from  Dobie  Books  in 
the  Mission,  the  library  has  arranged  the 
books  on  the  shelves  by  color.  Asked  where 
the  new  elevator  was,  Moneypenny  ex¬ 
plained,  “The  cost  of  postage  went  up  again, 
so  we  had  to  knock  that  out  of  the  project. 
But  there  are  elevators  at  the  Main  Branch.” 

As  for  the  earthquake  repairs,  she  said, 
“We  all  know  now  that  the  1 906  earthquake 
was  a  hoax  and  never  really  occurred.  So  we 
bought  a  few  bird  prints.” 

By  April,  patrons  were  already  stream¬ 
ing  back  to  the  branch  and  greeting  Noe  Li¬ 
brarian  Carol  Squall  as  if  she’d  never  left. 
“Actually,”  said  Squall,  “I  never  did  leave.” 

Lost  in  the  Fraud 

By  C.  Biscuit 

Thought  you’d  seen  the  last  of  cheating, 
plagiarism,  or  identity  theft  in  the  media? 
Well,  think  again.  The  Voice  has  just  learned 
that  Lost  in  the  Fog,  the  champion  thorough¬ 
bred  sired  by  local  realtor  Harry  Alito  and 
named  America’s  Outstanding  Sprinter  of 
2005,  is  not  a  horse  but  rather  two  guys  wear¬ 
ing  a  burlap  horse  costume. 

In  an  April  1  interview  with  CNN’s  An¬ 
derson  Cooper,  Alito  was  forced  to  admit  that 
the  two  former  joggers  had  been  masquerad¬ 
ing  as  a  Noe  Valley  equine.  It  turns  out  Alito 
was  in  cahoots  with  a  fleet  pair  of  runners  he’d 
first  seen  on  Sanchez  Street  in  October  of 
2002.  “Actually,  they  were  so  fast,  I  hardly 
even  saw  them,”  Alito  says.  The  duo  began 
their  charade  soon  after,  collecting  purses 
worth  thousands  of  dollars  (some  for  winning 
horse  races,  some  Louis  Vuitton),  and  a  few 
big  flowered  horseshoe  trophies. 

The  two-part  costume  was  extremely  well- 
tailored,  so  the  veracity  of  the  “horse”  was  not 
questioned,  even  after  nine  races  and  numer¬ 
ous  trips  to  the  winner’s  circle. 

Ed  Dobbin  (front  end  of  horse)  and  Clyde 
Dale  (back  end  of  horse)  were  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  at  the  Bay  Meadows  Detention  Center, 
where  they  will  finish  off  their  days  working 
in  the  glue  factory. 

Alito  expressed  no  regret  about  his  foray 
into  the  seamy  underbelly  of  horse-race  fraud. 
“My  conscience  doesn’t  nag  me.” 

Alito  was  later  nominated  to  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Dubai-Rite  Is  Noe’s  New  Grocery  Mecca.  Now  that  the  UAE  has  taken  over  Bell 
Market,  the  old  Kroger  and  Ralph’s  brands  have  been  replaced  by  Sheik-and-Bake,  Saudi  pop, 
and  17  different  kinds  of  hummus.  Photo  by  Hijack  Tipple 


Levis  Breached  on 
Grand  View 

By  Seymour  Butz 

The  neighborhood  is  still  reeling  fol¬ 
lowing  last  month’s  massive  breach  in 
the  Levis  worn  by  more  than  a  hundred 
residents  on  Grand  View.  The  disaster  was 
triggered  April  1 ,  when  Manny  Peebles  ate 
the  last  meatball  on  his  plate  at  Haysnack 
Pizza  and  then  trudged  up  24th  Street.  As 
he  spread,  a  loud  ripping  sound  was  heard 
all  the  way  to  Bernal  Heights. 

“It  turns  out  everybody  in  the  neigh¬ 


borhood  was  wearing  the  same  kind  of 
jeans,”  said  Fire  Chief  Frank  Jordache, 
“and  they  weren’t  the  relaxed-fit  kind,  if 
you  know  what  I  mean.” 

While  FEMA  twiddled  its  thumbs,  the 
city  mobilized  a  relief  effort.  As  heli¬ 
copters  dropped  needles  and  thread,  iron- 
on  patches,  and  other  emergency  notions, 
Grand  View  residents  huddled  for  warmth 
behind  trees  recently  planted  by  FLUF. 

Mayor  Denim  Thensome,  wearing  a 
safe  pair  of  chinos,  asked  victims  to  gather 
at  the  rowing  machines  at  Fit  Tite  on 
Church  Street  for  next  year’s  evacuation 
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of  each  day  he’s  had  trouble  stuffing  all  his 
$100  bills  into  the  safe — it  was  clear  he  needed 
a  place  to  invest  his  money. 

When  the  Blizzard  of  ’06  blanketed  San 
Francisco  with  snowfall  levels  430  percent  of 
normal,  Roleum  found  the  inspiration  for  his 
new  venture,  and  on  April  1  opened  his  new  ex¬ 
panded  business:  Two  Peaks  Gas  and  Alpine 
Ski  Lodge. 

On  opening  day.  Mayor  Gavin  Winsome 
(accompanied  by  his  Church  of  Scientology 
handler)  was  on  hand  to  cut  the  ribbon  on  the 
first  chair  lift.  This  turbo  lift  whisks  skiers  to 
the  North  Peak  summit  (elevation  34  feet)  in 
less  than  a  minute.  Roleum  admits  that  North 


Peak  doesn’t  hold  the  same  challenge  as  some 
Tahoe  mountains,  but  work  has  already  begun 
on  a  second  chair  lift  to  the  South  Peak  sum¬ 
mit.  With  an  elevation  of  922  feet.  South  Peak 
will  cater  more  to  thrill-seekers  and  the  mildly 
masochistic. 

Although  Two  Peaks  Lodge  got  a  late  start 
this  winter,  business  is  still  going  strong  due  to 
the  great  spring  ski  conditions.  At  press  time, 
the  North  Peak  summit  had  a  base  of  4  microns, 
topped  with  26  angstroms  of  fresh  powder.  But 
before  you  head  up  the  mountain,  remember 
that  chain  controls  are  in  effect  for  Clipper 
Street  beyond  Portola!  Be  sure  to  read  up  on 
current  road  conditions  in  the  Voice. 


Seam  Breach 
DAMAGE 


2  Valley  of  the  Damned  •  April  Fool’s  2006 


Real  Estate  Bubble  Bursts!  Everyone  said  it  was  going  to  happen  sooner  or 
later,  but  nobody  believed  it  really  would.  All  it  took  was  a  strong  updraft  zephyr 
blowing  up  the  hill  from  Glen  Park,  and  the  precious  bubble,  which  for  many  years  had 
been  kept  safe  in  B.J.  Doubee’s  foyer,  flew  up  into  the  sky,  impaling  itself  on  the  north 
spike  of  Sutro  Tower.  Although  realty  pundits  insist  the  bubble’s  loss  won’t  change  house 
values,  Noe  Valley  homeowners  began  selling  their  Victorians  and  heading  back  to  small 
towns  in  Wisconsin.  Meanwhile,  beatniks,  hippies,  musicians,  artists,  and  ne’er-do-wells 
are  flocking  back  to  the  city  in  droves.  Photo  by  Pop  Tipple 


LOW  CLASS  ADS 


B  Y  L  I  E  S 


The  Great  Shakedown  of  ’06: 

Debunking  the  “Science”  of  Seismology 

In  this  month’s  Bylies,  local  conspiracy  theorist 
Andre  S.  Calaveras  gives  us  his  perspective  on 
the  controversial  field  known  as  "seismology." 

This  is  the  time  of  year  when  the  main¬ 
stream  media  will  try  to  fill  your  head 
with  all  sorts  of  silliness  about  so-called 
“earthquakes.”  It’s  going  to  be  especially 
bad  this  year,  with  the  1 00-year  anniversary 
of  the  apocryphal  “Great  Quake  of  1906.” 
More  like  the  “Great  Shakedown  of  2006.” 
Note  the  record  sales  of  emergency  kits, 
bottled  water,  and  books  like  The  Earth  Jig¬ 
gled,  The  Sky  Looked  Nasty. 

In  case  you’re  unfamiliar  with  the  story, 
it  goes  something  like  this:  So-called  “sci¬ 
entists”  at  the  “United  States  Geological 
Survey"  promote  a  theory — completely  un¬ 
proven — that  upon  occasion,  the  ground 
shudders  violently,  causing  everything  sit¬ 
ting  on  top  of  it  to  shake.  This  supposed 
phenomenon  is  known  as  an  “earthquake” 
and — get  this — is  allegedly  caused  by  giant 
plates  moving  around  under  the  Earth's  sur¬ 
face.  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin.  Giant 
plates  moving  around  underground?  What, 
and  saucers  fly  across  the  sky?  Please. 

Of  course,  these  are  the  same  people  who 
tell  us  that  the  Earth  is  shooting  by  under 
our  feet  at  1 .000  miles  per  hour.  Look  down, 
it’s  not  moving,  is  it?  C’mon,  guys,  get  your 
story  straight! 

Even  more  galling  is  the  notion  that  this 
“earthquake”  happened  in  1906  and  de¬ 
stroyed  much  of  San  Francisco.  Sure,  the 
media  prints  all  sorts  of  crazy  stories  about 
this.. .but  if  you  get  fired  from  your  job  and 
examine  the  archives  closely,  like  I  did,  you 
will  see  that  most  of  the  newspapers  for 
April  18  have  mysteriously  disappeared. 
What  exactly  are  they  trying  to  hide? 

Even  more  damning  are  the  conflicting 
accounts  of  1906  quake  “survivors.”  As  we 
all  know,  eyewitness  accounts  are  the  most 
accurate  record  of  events  that  happened 
decades  ago.  Have  you  ever  seen  these  peo¬ 
ple  interviewed?  You  can’t  get  them  to 
agree  on  anything.  Some  insist  the  quake 
happened  at  5:12  a.m.;  others  at  5:13  a.m. 
I’d  think  if  I’d  been  through  such  a  “great” 
event.  I’d  remember  the  details  better. 

Mark  my  words — this  month,  you’re  go¬ 
ing  to  hear  a  lot  about  this  “Great  Quake  of 
1906."  But  as  far  as  I’m  concerned  it’s  a  lotta 
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Who  Is  Peter  Gabriel? 

Editor:  I  know  1  am  not  the  only  local  won¬ 
dering  about  the  relationship  between  Peter 
Gabriel  and  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  First  of  all, 
you  have  to  go  back  to  Genesis.  Then,  just  to 
shock  the  monkey,  in  1989  he  wrote  the  mu¬ 
sical  score  for  Scorsese's  The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ.  So... do  I  have  to  hit  you  with  a 
sledgehammer?  Take  a  look  at  me  now. 

Phil  Collins,  Sussudio  Street 

Who  Is  Clark  Gable? 

Editor:  Regarding  Burt  Lancaster's  letter  to 
ihe  editor  (March  2006  Voice):  Some  of  us 
know  Clark  Gable  as  Rhett  Butler  and  as  the 
guy  on  the  other  side  of  the  sheet  dividing  the 
room  in  that  old  Claudette  Colbert  movie.  Al¬ 
ways  ahead  of  his  time,  he  was  a  cowboy  ac¬ 
tually  named  Gay  in  The  Misfits  (1961). 
George  Clooney  looks  a  lot  like  Clark  Gable, 
but  frankly,  I  don’t  give  a  damn. 

Ashley  Wilkes,  Hattie  McDaniel  Street 

Who  Is  Peter  Rabbit? 

Editor:  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  who  Peter  Rab¬ 
bit  is.  Peter  Rabbit  is  a  very  good  bunny.  He 
was  one  of  four  little  rabbits  who  lived  with 
their  mother  in  a  sand-bank,  underneath  the 
root  of  a  very  big  fir-tree. 

Beatrix  “Harry”  Potter,  Nutkin  Sanitarium 


Oinjay  Alay  Aidaqay! 

Ellway-Nownkay  Andbay  of 
Eligiousray  Anaticsfay  is 
OoKINGLAY  ORFAY  EWNAY 
Embersmay 

Earnlay  Ombay-Akingmay  and 
Errortay  Echniquestay 

Nsurgentsay  &  Unaticslay  Elcomway! 

PAID  RECRUITMENT  AD 


Welcome  to  fHarmony  for  those  who  flunked 
eHarmony).  Fill  out  our  scientific  iwo-question 
questionnaire,  and  we  will  send  you  1,000  match¬ 
es,  each  suited  to  your  particular  lifestyle,  drug 
habits,  and  divorce  history.  E-mail  lirtlematchgirl(a> 
fHarmony.com.  or  call  415-WOO-WOOO.  Re¬ 
member,  our  motto  is:  “Snore?  Me,  too!” 

Bull  Mastiff/Cockatiel  Mix:  Yellow  and  grey 
AKC  champion  male,  3  years  old,  85  lbs.,  talks, 
rolls  over,  and  sits  on  your  shoulder.  Free  to  good 
home  or  coop.  555-PEEP. 

See  Alice!  For  a  short  rime  only,  the  makers  of  Vi¬ 
agra  are  offering  Noe  Valley  residents  a  30-year, 
fixed,  non-adjustable  erection  with  no  balloon  pay¬ 
ment!  Call  today:  HELP-U-SWELL. 

Your  Impersonal  Handyman.  I  won’t  shake  your 
hand,  ask  your  name,  or  need  access  to  your  private 
space.  For  pre-screening,  send  SASE  to  My  Big 
Corporation,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  30010. 

Brokeback  Chiropractic:  If  you've  been  out  all 
day  or  night  on  the  range,  your  spine  may  need  a 
slow  poke.  Our  cervical  adjustments  fix  spurs, 
chaps,  and  saddlebags,  too.  Call  Dusty,  555-0931. 

What  Can  Window  Cleaning  Do?  Relieve  grime, 
ease  chronic  eyestrain,  allay  fears  that  someone’s 
lurking  in  the  yard,  help  you  see  if  it’s  raining,  and 
tell  you  where  you  are  living.  Mr.  Squeegee,  415- 
555-DRIP. 


A  Murmur  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Local  poet 
selling  copies  of  works,  including  Sanchez  Street 
and  Other  Sorrows,  The  Love  Song  of  J -Church, 
and  Do  Not  Go  Gentle  into  That  Good  Life  Gro¬ 
cery.  $2  or  best  offer.  415-POE-TESS. 


C  AL-C  AN 


April  1 .  Noe  Valley  Pet  Coterie  holds  Fashion  FAUX  PAWS, 
a  seminar  on  doggie  dos  &  don'ts.  Meet  designers  Rowf 
Lauren  and  Yves  Saint  Bernard  at  3  pm. 

April  7:  Bring  your  Premarin  and  a  towel  to  the  sixth  annu¬ 
al  BURNING  WOMAN  Festival  at  the  former  site  of  A  Girl 
and  Her  Hormones;  ice  provided.  3:30  am. 

April  10:  Shoe  Biz's  new  owner  Ed  Sullivan  hosts  a  grand 
opening  celebration,  "A  Really  BIG  SHOE,"  with  music  by 
Penny  and  the  Loafers.  Sun.,  8  pm.  1959  Arch  St.  555-EEEE. 

April  10:  Bedbugologist  Mite  Scabey  discusses  The  Urban 
Pesf  in  a  hands-on  slide  LECTURE  at  the  Garden  tor  the 
Exterminator,  noon-?  Sixth  and  Mission  streets.  555-ITCH. 

April  12:  Grand  Opening  of  Sergio's  HAIR  Replacement/Ser¬ 
ena's  Depilatory  Salon.  “Her  loss  is  his  gain.”  1  Bush  Street. 

April  22:  Join  L.  RON  Mumble  in  a  lifetime  commitment  to 
Silentology.  Start  now.  1 -800-555-HUSH. 


Psychiatric  Help  Is 
On  the  Way 

By  Etta  P.  Knutt 

The  international  group  Doctors  Without 
Borders  has  announced  the  formation 
of  a  new  sister  organization.  Therapists 
Without  Boundaries,  which  will  be  sending 
teams  of  psychiatrists  to  Noe  Valley. 

“Even  with  a  therapist — or  six  or 
seven — literally  on  every  comer,  many  res¬ 
idents  of  Noe  Valley  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed  by  debilitating  depression  and 
other  maladies  over  the  past  couple  of 
years,”  says  TWB  founder  Sigmund  Fat- 
toush,  M.D.  “We’re  going  to  do  whatever 
we  can  to  help.” 

Dr.  Fattoush  said  the  top  10  conditions 
found  in  Noe  Valley  were  infantifilia,  es- 
crowsia,  warophobia,  obsessive-rutabagel 
disorder,  bi-rite  brain,  MikeyTomism, 
Bushophrenia,  Stockholm  syndrome  in 
dogs,  and  the  prevailing  belief  that  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  is  “better  than”  Glen  Park. 

“Also,  it’s  probably  not  a  surprise  that  on 
30th  Street  there’s  a  high  incidence  of  bor¬ 
derline  personality  disorder,”  said  the  cigar- 
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JUST  THUMBS 
1311  Clipper  Street 
202-555-THUM 
www.justthumbs.com 

A  new  nail  palace  has  joined  the  string  of 
self-improvement  spas  lining  Clipper  Street. 
Nestled  between  Pore  Little  Rich  Girl  and  Me 
Look  Pretty  One  Day.  the  new  salon,  called 
Just  Thumbs,  opened  on  April  1,  in  the  spot 
formerly  occupied  by  Talk  to  the  Hand. 

Owners  Amory  Bord  and  Lorrie-Elle  Cu- 
tex,  both  longtime  residents  of  Noe  Valley, 
created  Just  Thumbs  to  cash  in  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  nail  craze.  “We  did  a  great  deal  of 
market  research  and  determined  there  was 
room  for  a  couple  hundred  more  nail  salons  in 
Noe  Valley,”  says  Cutex.  “But  our  boutique 
will  be  unique  in  that  we’re  the  only  ones  of¬ 
fering  the  exclusive  Thumbilbee  treatment, 
concentrating  on  thumbs.” 

Just  Thumbs  is  for  those  who  are  looking 
for  something  more  than  the  generic,  10-fin¬ 
ger  manicure,  Cutex  says.  “And  we  really  see 
a  need  here  in  Noe  Valley.  After  all,  the  thumb 
is  the  hardest-working  digit  and  deserves  ex¬ 
tra  pampering.  I  mean,  it’s  what  separates  us 
from  the  apes.” 

“We  took  a  long  time  deciding  on  the 
name,”  notes  Bord,  gnawing  on  her  cuticle. 
“We  came  close  to  calling  it  All  Thumbs,  but 
we  were  concerned  that  might  send  the  wrong 
message — that  our  clientele  was  clumsy.  So 
to  avoid  confusion,  we  went  with  Just 
Thumbs.  This  is  a  salon  for  all  women.  All 
women  who  have  thumbs,  that  is.” 

Prices  range  from  $3  a  thumb,  to  a  package 
of  10  for  $25,  for  those  who  are,  in  fact,  all 
thumbs.  Each  Thumbilbee  treatment  includes 
a  mineral  salts  thumb  whorl-bath,  a  therapeu¬ 
tic  antioxidant  thumb  wrap,  a  deep-tissue 
thumb  massage  (Shia  or  Sunni),  and  a  high- 
gloss  enamel  polish.  French  thumbs  are  $2  ex¬ 
tra,  but  come  with  Brie. 

While  Cutex  and  Bord  acknowledge  they 
have  no  professional  health  or  beauty  training, 
this  entrepreneurial  duo  has  spent  months 
hitchhiking  around  the  country  interviewing 
women  with  thumbs  and  researching  legends 
and  myths  surrounding  one  of  women’s  most 
precious  assets.  “The  thumb  clearly  dates  back 
to  prehistory.  This  can  be  verified  by  cave 
paintings,  Coptic  frescoes,  and  primitive  dri¬ 
ver’s  licenses,”  says  Bord. 

Just  Thumbs  is  open  Mondays  from  10  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.,  and  available  for  private  thumb  par¬ 
ties.  Closed  Mondays. 


Hello,  I  am  Oprah  Winfrey,  and  i  am 

very  disappointed  to. tell  you  that  America  has 
been  lied  to  about  this  April  Fool’s  edition.  It  was 

not  written — as  we  had  been  led  to  believe _ by 

six  overweight  Goth  teenagers  from  rural  Kansas, 
who  are  currently  living  in  a  Glen  Park  squat.  In 
fact,  these  pages  were  deceitfully  compiled  by 
staffers  at  the  Noe  Valley  Voice— and  yes,  some  of 
them  are  middle-aged  women  who  never  even 
had  an  eating  disorder.  I  am  so  sorry  you  were 
subjected  to  columns,  photos,  and  art  by: 

Karol  Barske,  Elliot  Poger,  Sally  Smith 
With  collusion  from: 

Heidi  Anderson,  Paula  Benton,  Leslie 
Crawford,  Doug  and  Barb  Konecky,  Erin 
O' Briant,  David  O  Grady,  Jack  Tipple,  and 
Karen  Topakian 


